U.S. Department of Homeland Security
500 C Street, SW
Washington, DC 20472
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SEP 6 2005

MEMORANDUM FOR: Regional Directors
Acting Regional Directors

Regions I -X
THROUGH: Response & Recovery Division Directors
FROM: Daniel\A. (rai

Director

Recovery Division

SUBJECT: Designation of Counties for Individual Assistance in Emergency or
Major Disaster Declarations

The purpose of this memorandum is to notify Regions of the attached interim policy on
designating counties for Individual Assistance during an emergency or major disaster. This
policy replaces R&R Policy # 9122.1, “Designation of Counties for Major Disaster
Declarations.”

Please ensure this interim policy is promptly shared with your respective States.

For additional information regarding the interim policy, please contact Lumumba Yancey on
(202) 646-3939 or David McKeeby on (202) 646-3294.

Attachment

cc: Sandra Martin, Congressional Affairs

www.fema.gov



DATE: SEP 6 2006

TITLE: Designation of Counties for Individual Assistance in Emergency or Major Disaster
Declarations.

PURPOSE: This establishes an interim policy for designating counties for Individual
Assistance following emergency or major disaster declarations. This policy replaces RR Policy
No. 9122.1, “Designation of Counties for Major Disaster Declarations.”

SCOPE AND AUDIENCE: This is an interim policy to be implemented in all disasters. All
personnel are directed to follow this policy.

AUTHORITY: Section 321 of the Stafford Act, 42 U.S.C. §5164, stipulates that FEMA shall
prescribe rules and regulations as may be necessary and proper to carry out the provisions of the
Act. 44 CFR §206.40(b), authorizes the Recovery Director to provide for post declaration
designation of affected areas.

POLICY: FEMA may recommend designation of those counties which were requested by the
Governor and where the need for Individual Assistance (IA) was validated through a damage
assessment. In incidents of unusual severity and magnitude, FEMA may, at Governor’s request,
designate a county for IA before the need has been validated through the damage assessment
process. The process for post declaration designation of affected areas for IA is as follows:

1) The State must request, in writing, that a county be designated for IA. This request
should include supplementary information about the area;

2) FEMA, State and local authorities, and other partners must conduct a damage
assessment, when feasible and appropriate;

3) A Federal Register Notice will be published if IA is added for a county within the
State.

ORIGINATING OFFICE: Recovery Division

REVIEW DATE: Two (2) years from the date of publication.

SIGNATURE:

Daniel A. Craig \J
Director
Recovery Division



