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FEMA 

Issuance and USC' of Ad\·isory Base Flood Elevations in the 
Implementation of FEMA Assistance 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has a responsibility to help ensure Ihat 
communities affectl-x1 by catastrophic events arc returned stronlSer and less vulner.J.ble to loss oflifc 
and property from future disasters. based on the best data available identifying the risk. In light of 
the devastating hume.ane events in the Gulf Coast region, FEMA has gathered and is assessing 
available flood hazard data for the areas impacted by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. Based on a 
preliminary assessment. FEMA. has determined that the I % annual chance flood eve,nl depicted on 
the effective or preliminary Flood Insurance Rate Maps in some locations does not adequately reflect 
post-stonn conditions. Accordingly. to assist local communities in their rebui lding efforts, FEMA is 
developing advisory base flood elevations (AllfEs) and. potentially, Hood recovery mapping l<J 

reflcct the ABFE bolUldarics in these and other areas. 

Althougn the ABFEs will be made available on an advisory ba~js for usc by state and local 
governments I,n their recovcry efforts in general. actjvities implemented under FEMA Public 
Assistance and Mitigation programs must comply with the data From thc dale o f this memorandum. 
Ihc mandalory use of ABFEs for funding activities under FEMA programs will be effective for all 
locations where FEMA has issued ABFEs following a Presidential dedardtion of a major Jisa.'itcr. 
To date. ADFEs exist for limited locations in Mississippi and Loui siana.: ho .... 'Cvcr, FEMA continuc!; 
to gather and assess the flood hazard data for other locations in Statcs aifeetcd by significant events. 
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As part of the recovery effort, it is important thaI the ABFEs be used by federal. slate, and local 
governments as a tool to make sound dccisions during recovery and rebuilding efforts in order to 
mitigate losses from future flood events, protect lives. and protect the private and public investment 
in rebuilding. With the issuance of ABFEs for the areas impacted by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. as 
well as other events. use of the ABFEs will he required for implementation of FEMA 's Public 
Assistance program, mitigation assistancc programs (e.g., Ilazard Mitigation Grant I)rogram, Pre~ 

Disaster Mitigation Grant program <md Flood Mitigation Assistance program), and Executive Order 
11988 Flot"xipla in M,magement. A.s such, applicants requesting FEMA program funds in arC'"dS 

where ABFEs have ix--en issued will be required to usc the ABFEs for activities carried out under 
lhese programs. FEMA will provide assistance to communities in using the ABFEs as they evaluate 
their risk during the mitigation planning process, and in projec t development. The ABFEs also will 
be provided to other federal and state agencies, and locaJ governments to assist in carrying out their 
recovery efforts. 

Additional guidance will be provided by the Recovery and Mitigation Divisions for their respective 
program areas. [fyou have questions regarding the development and release of ABFEs or their use 
in the implementation of Mitigation programs, contact Mike Buckley, Deputy Division Director, 
Mitigation Division a1 202·646~3595 . If you have questions regarding the implementation of 
advisory flood data in the implementation of the Public Assistance program, contact lames Walke, 
Chief, Public Assistance Branch at 202-646-2751. 

cc: Gil Jamieson 


