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The Chippewa Cree Tribe of the Rocky Boy’s Reservation of Montana (Rocky Boy’s) has 
applied to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for funding assistance with a 
proposed project to construct a replacement health facility, Na-toose Clinic, at an alternate 
location. Authority for the project is provided by the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Assistance Act (42 USC 51521 et. seq.).  FEMA’s Public Assistance Program 
provides funds for the construction or restoration of facilities and to rebuild infrastructure that 
has sustained damage due to presidentially declared natural disasters. In accordance with the 
guidelines established in Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 44, Part 10; Section 102 of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended; and regulations promulgated 
by the President’s Council on Environmental Quality (40 CFR §1500-1508) FEMA prepared an 
Environmental Assessment (EA) to assess the potential impacts of the proposed action on the 
human and natural environment. The EA is incorporated by reference. 
 
Background 
Rocky Boy’s original Na-toose Clinic facilities were destroyed by landslides resulting from 
severe storms occurring in June 2010 (FEMA DR-1922-MT). The proposed action is 
construction of the Na-toose Clinic (57,000 square feet) within the 6500 block of Upper Box 
Elder Road that includes public and staff parking lots, emergency service and public entrance 
road access, and a helipad for emergency air transport. Implementation of the proposed action 
would allow the Tribe to provide health facilities for medical and dental care, as well as other 
ancillary diagnostic services needed by tribal members as directed by the Indian Health Care 
Improvement Act (25 USC 1671 et. seq  
 
Public Review and Comment 
The Draft EA was made available for review to interested parties through publication on 
FEMA’s website (http://www.fema.gov/plan/ehp/envdocuments/ea-region8.shtm), and also by 
display at the Rocky Boy’s Stone Child College library located at 8294 Upper Box Elder Road, 
Box Elder, Montana. Public notification of the availability of the Draft EA was published in the 
Havre Daily News. If no substantive comments are received, the Draft EA will become final and 
the initial Public Notice will also serve as the final Public Notice. 
 
Findings 
FEMA has evaluated the proposed action for significant adverse impacts to the natural and human 
environment and coordinated with appropriate resource agencies and stakeholders. Results 
identify that the proposed action will not cause significant adverse impacts to existing land use, 
prime farmlands, water resources (surface water, groundwater, floodplains [Executive Order 
11988], and wetlands [Executive Order 11990]) air quality, noise, biological resources 
(vegetation, wildlife, and federally protected natural resources), cultural resources, public health 
and safety, hazardous materials, traffic, socio-economics, utilities; or result in disproportionally 
high adverse effects on minority or low-income populations (Executive Order 12898).  
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Conditions 
 
The following mitigation and stipulations upon which this finding is conditioned must be 
followed by the grant applicant and/or their contractors: 

This review does not address all federal, tribal, state and local requirements. Acceptance of 
federal funding requires recipient to comply with all federal, tribal, state and local laws. Failure 
to obtain all appropriate federal, state and local environmental permits and clearances may 
jeopardize federal funding. Any change to the approved scope of work will require re-evaluation 
for compliance with NEPA and other Laws and Executive Orders.  

During the construction period, short-term impacts to soils, air quality, ambient noise levels, 
water quality, safety, transportation, and utility services are anticipated. The proposed project 
must comply with the appropriate permits and provisions to minimize and mitigate short-term 
impacts to the proposed project site and its surrounding area. Areas of ground disturbance will be 
re-vegetated with native grasses to minimize and/or control the potential for spreading of 
noxious weeds.  

An archaeological monitor must be present at the proposed project site to minimize any potential 
adverse impacts to cultural resources and/or archaeological artifacts during site preparations 
(grubbing, excavating, contouring, etc.) and the installation of utilities, parking lots/access 
service roads as well as other miscellaneous appurtenances needed to complete the project. If 
during ground disturbance activities potential archaeological or cultural resources are discovered, 
construction in that area will immediately cease and the THPO and FEMA will be notified. A 
field report documenting the monitoring and any discoveries will be required at project close-out 
and will be provided to the THPO and included as part of the permanent project files.  
 
Conclusion 
Based upon the information contained in the Environmental Assessment completed in 
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act, FEMA’s regulations (44 CFR Part 10) 
for environmental considerations, and Executive Orders (EO) addressing Floodplains (EO 
11988), Wetlands (EO 11990), the Endangered Species Act, and Environmental Justice (EO 
12898),  it is found that the Proposed Action with the prescribed mitigation measures and 
stipulations will have no significant adverse impact on the human environment.  As a result of 
this Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI), an Environmental Impact Statement will not 
be prepared, and the Proposed Action with the associated mitigation measures and stipulations as 
described in the Environmental Assessment may proceed. 
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