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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Project

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is proposing to provide Flood Mitigation
Assistance (FMA) program grant funding to acquire and demolish the existing Vernonia
kindergarten through grade 12 (K-12) schools, which were extensively damaged by flooding of
the Nehalem River and Rock Creek in December 2007. Proceeds from the FMA grant, along with
other identified funding sources, will be utilized to construct a new school campus outside of
the floodplain. Construction of the new school will involve the conversion of Spencer Park to a
non-recreational use. Conversion of the park requires the development of a replacement park,
in accordance with the National Park Service (NPS) Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
requirements. The project also includes development of a mitigation wetland to compensate
for unavoidable wetland impacts at the new school site.

This Environmental Assessment (EA) examines the potential environmental impacts of each
project alternative in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the
applicable NEPA implementing regulations. The EA also documents compliance with applicable
federal environmental laws, rules, and regulations. The Vernonia School District, in
coordination with the City of Vernonia and Columbia County, has prepared this EA.

Purpose and Need

The purpose of the project is to reduce or eliminate flood damage risks to the school campus
and to remove federal protection from Spencer Park to allow for construction of the proposed
new school and to develop a new park to replace the value and recreational utility of Spencer
Park. The project is needed in order to provide for the safety of students, staff, and the
community; to avoid interruptions to school operations; and to alleviate or prevent future flood
losses at the current location.

Alternatives
The following three alternatives were identified for analysis in this EA:

Alternative 1: No Action Alternative — FEMA would not provide funding for the project, the
schools would continue to operate out of a combination of the two remaining school buildings
and modular buildings. No impacts to Spencer Park or wetlands would occur.

Alternative 2: Boot Site (Proposed Action Alternative) -FEMA would provide funding to acquire
and demolish the existing school buildings (Vernonia Middle School, Vernonia High School,
Washington Grade School). A new school will be constructed outside of the floodplain. The
Boot Site is located on the east side of Vernonia at the northern terminus of Missouri and Texas
Avenues. The Proposed Action includes demolition of existing school buildings, construction of
a new school, roadway improvements to Bridge Street and Missouri Avenue, removal of federal
protection from Spencer Park, development of a new park at the existing school site to replace
Spencer Park, and construction of a compensatory wetland mitigation project.
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Alternative 3: Northwest Corner Site - Alternative 3 is similar to Alternative 2 but at a different
location. The Northwest Corner Site encompasses the northwest corner of the city limits and
adjacent area within the urban growth boundary. The existing school site would be converted
to open-space uses after demolition. No impact to Spencer Park will occur under this
alternative.

Environmental Impacts

No significant adverse effects are anticipated from any of the alternatives considered in this
analysis. In most instances, mitigation, avoidance, or conservations measures are able to render
potential adverse impacts minor or negligible. A summary of impacts is provided in Table ES-1.
Resource areas where no impacts will occur are not included (Coastal Resources, Environmental
Justice).

Table ES-1: Overview of Impacts*

AREA OF IMPACT 1 ALTEI;NATIVE 3
Land Use None Moderate Moderate
Geology, Soils, Seismicity None Minor Minor
Air Quality None Negligible Negligible
Climate Change None Negligible Minor
Water Resources None Negligible Negligible
Wetlands None Minor Minor
Floodplains Moderate mggifi?;; :\:I)gsdi(:ifsf
Vegetation Minor Minor Minor
Fish & Wildlife None Minor Minor
Cultural Resources None Moderate Moderate
Noise None Minor Minor to Moderate
Traffic & Transportation None Moderate Moderate
Utilities None ;\:l)i)nsci)trive) ?;/l)i)ns?trive)
Public Health and Safety Minor to Major ?:l)g;jiii:?:)e mggfsx
Parks & Recreation None Moderate None

* Impact is considered adverse unless otherwise noted.
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Public Involvement

There has been extensive public involvement for the K-12 school project over the past few
years from local planning efforts, annexation and zoning changes, and to comply with NEPA.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Columbia County (County), in cooperation with the Vernonia School District (District) and the
City of Vernonia (City), applied to the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s Federal
Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) program for grant
funding to acquire and demolish the existing kindergarten through grade 12 (K-12) schools.
FEMA provides FMA funds to assist communities in addressing long-term risks of flood damage
to structures insured under the National Flood Insurance Program. The existing elementary,
middle, and high schools were extensively damaged by flooding of the Nehalem River and Rock
Creek in December 2007. Proceeds from the FMA grant, along with other identified funding
sources, would be used to build a new K-12 school in Vernonia outside of the floodplain.

The National Environmental Policy Act requires Federal agencies to evaluate the environmental
impacts of their proposed actions to the natural and human environment before deciding to
fund an action. This draft Environmental Assessment (EA) has been prepared in accordance
with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, the President’s Council on
Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations to implement NEPA (40 Code of Federal Regulations
(CFR) Parts 1500-1508), and FEMA'’s regulations implementing NEPA (44 CFR Part 10). FEMA is
required to consider potential environmental impacts before funding or approving actions and
projects. The purpose of this EA is to analyze the potential alternatives’ environmental impacts
of the Vernonia K-12 School Project. FEMA will use the findings in this draft EA to determine
whether to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) or a Finding of No Significant
Impact (FONSI). This EA will also be in compliance with the NEPA implementing regulations of
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), as discussed below.

1.1 Lead Agency

There are three federal agencies involved in the project with a responsibility to meet the
requirements of NEPA: FEMA, the NPS, and the USACE. As the primary funder for the project,
FEMA invited both the NPS and USACE to a lead/cooperating agency relationship consistent
with CEQ guidelines. FEMA will be the lead agency for NEPA and the NPS and USACE would act
as cooperating agencies and collaborate on environmental and historic reviews, as well as on
NEPA-related documents. Respective agency roles and responsibilities have been outlined, with
the USACE providing agreement and a response from the NPS pending.

1.1.1 National Park Service

In 2004, the City of Vernonia received a Land and Water Conservation Fund (LCWF) grant for
acquisition and site development at Spencer Park, which is located on a portion of the

proposed new school site (Boot Site). As such, Spencer Park is protected under Section 6(f)3 of
the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act (Public Law 108-198). The NPS must approve any
conversion of protected parkland to a use other than outdoor recreation. This approval requires
the protected park to be replaced with a property of equal fair-market value and equivalent
recreation utility elsewhere. The replacement property must constitute a viable recreation unit
or be acquired as an addition to an existing recreation unit. Development of the replacement
property may be required to ensure that a level of recreation utility is achieved similar to what
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was lost at the converted site. The NPS program is administered by the Oregon Parks and
Recreation Department (OPRD). NPS/OPRD will be responsible for ensuring that the
appropriate resource studies/consultations are completed at the new park site and issue an
independent NEPA decision document.

1.1.2 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Construction of the new school, associated outbuildings, and infrastructure would impact
wetlands (waters of the United States) identified at the Boot Site. Under the authority of
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (CWA), the USACE is responsible for the evaluation of
applications for permits for proposed actions that involve the discharge of dredged or fill
materials into waters of the United States, including wetlands. The USACE would review the
wetland fill permit application and the proposed Wetland Compensatory Mitigation Plan, which
may include off-site work. The USACE will also participate in public involvement, review and
comment on the EA and resource studies and consultations; and make a permit decision based
on its independent review of the NEPA documentation and proposed project.

1.2 Background

In December 2007, the City of Vernonia experienced the second "100+ year flood" eventin 11
years. The damaging flooding in 2007 and in 1996 both resulted in Presidential (FEMA) major
disaster declarations. A combination of heavy rain on snow caused both the Nehalem River and
Rock Creek to overflow their banks and caused severe flooding in the City. The flood caused
widespread damage to homes, businesses, and public infrastructure including the schools. As
much as 5 feet of water flowed into the elementary school, middle school, and high school.
Some of this water was from the City's nearby wastewater treatment facility. Basic repairs were
made to the elementary school and middle school; however, many issues remain with the
buildings affecting long-term use of the facilities. The high school was substantially damaged
and was partially demolished (only the gymnasium remains) in September 2008. Since the
floods, the schools have operated out of a combination of classrooms located in the middle
school, elementary school, and temporary modular buildings.

After the flood, the District began evaluating long-term options to the constraints associated
with the current school site, including a search for suitable land outside of the floodplain on
which to rebuild the schools. On April 15, 2008, Oregon Governor Kulongoski granted a request
from Columbia County to designate the Vernonia Schools Project as an Oregon Solutions
project. The mission of Oregon Solutions is to help groups develop sustainable solutions to
community-based problems through a collaborative effort amongst stakeholders. The Oregon
Solutions team has worked with the District and the City in finding a new location for the
schools, assisting in the required land use applications, and leveraging funding for the project.
In November 2009, Vernonia voters approved a bond measure to build a new K-12 school in
Vernonia.

On August 3, 2010, Governor Kulongoski issued Executive Order No. 10-07 directing all state
agencies with roles and responsibilities for oversight, funding, and regulation to cooperate and
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coordinate with local and federal entities and to prioritize their role in supporting the Vernonia
K-12 school project.

1.3 NEPA Scoping

Given the scale of the project a formal NEPA scoping process was initiated by publishing and
distributing a scoping notice explaining the NEPA process and describing the project to agencies
and interested parties. The purpose and goals of the scoping process was to inform interested
parties about the project, identify public and agency concerns, define the relevant
environmental issues, determine the scope of alternatives to be analyzed, and ascertain state
and local agency requirements which must be addressed. Public involvement included
distributing a flyer to the school district, a 30-day public comment period, and a public open
house was held on July 28, 2010. The public notice and scoping summary are included in
Appendix A. The only public comments received as a result of this effort were during the public
meeting. Comments were generally supportive of the new school proposal and related to
clarification of the grant and environmental review processes.
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2.0 PURPOSE & NEED

The purpose of the FEMA FMA Program, created as part of the National Flood Insurance
Reform Act of 1994 (42 USC 4101), is to provide assistance to communities to enable them to
implement measures which would reduce or eliminate the long-term risk of flood damage to
insured properties. The purpose of this project is to reduce or eliminate flood damage risks to
the school campus.

The purpose of the NPS LWCF Stateside Assistance grant program is to provide funds to states,
and through states to local agencies, for the acquisition and development of outdoor recreation
resources. Lands that have received funding through LWCF are protected under the Land and
Water Conservation Fund Act (Section 6(f)3). The protected park may be converted to a non-
recreational use only after the NPS evaluates and approves the conversion. The purpose of this
project is to remove federal protection from Spencer Park to allow for construction of the
proposed new school and to develop a new park to replace the value and recreational utility of
Spencer Park. A secondary purpose is to maintain City park amenities.

The City of Vernonia, located at the confluence of the Nehalem River and Rock Creek, has a
history of severe flood events (Figure 2-1). Typically, rain on snow events have triggered the
most severe flooding in the City which has resulted in repetitive flood losses over time. The
Washington Grade School, Vernonia Middle School, and Vernonia High School (recently
demolished) have all flooded twice within the last 11 years (1996 and 2007). During both of
these events, floodwater covered the first floor of the school buildings with between 25 to 66
inches of water. The 2007 flood cost the District in excess of $7.5 million in recovery costs. In
January 2008, the USACE provided the community with a Design Flood Hazard Study. This map
was immediately adopted by the City of Vernonia and showed most of the school campus
located within the 100-year floodplain. The project is needed in order to provide for the safety
of students, staff, and the community; to avoid interruptions to school operations; and to
alleviate or prevent future flood losses at the current location.
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Figure 2-1: Project Location
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3.0 ALTERNATIVES

The NEPA implementing regulations require that a range of reasonable alternatives be
evaluated including the “No Action Alternative.” Reasonable alternatives are any available
alternative that meets the project purpose and need. This section provides a detailed discussion
of the project alternatives, including the No Action and Proposed Alternative, which meet the
purpose and need and were considered for the Vernonia K-12 School project.

Following the 2007 flood, the Vernonia School Board decided to analyze the potential to repair
or rebuild the schools at their existing location or to build a new school outside of the
floodplain. In addition to their primary function, schools serve the community by providing a
place for public gatherings and shelter in the event of a disaster. It is important for such a
facility to be centrally located and easily accessible by various means of transportation to
ensure its accessibility to all members of the community. With this in mind, the search was
guided by the following series of desired site characteristics:

o Flat site with a slope of less than 10%

o Located outside of the 100-year floodplain

» No significant wetlands

o Larger than 26 acres

o Access to existing transportation and utility infrastructure

« Within a %2 mile of the City center and existing park and school facilities
o Compatible land use with an attractive setting

After developing a list of six potential sites, each site was evaluated against the desired site
criteria. Based on the initial evaluation, the Knott Street Site and the two sites south of the City
limits did not meet the desired criteria and were removed from the list. Refer to Section 3.4 —
Alternatives Considered but Dismissed for further details.

The Northwest Corner Site, Existing School Complex, and Boot Site were selected for further
evaluation. The three remaining sites were evaluated based on the following additional criteria
and their forecasted costs:

e Land use process

e Land acquisition

e Transportation

e Flood-proofing

e Insurance

e Site improvements
o Utilities

e Community function

o Draft Environmental Assessment — Proposed Vernonia K-12 School
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« Building design and construction

e Other issues

In order to properly evaluate each site, the following technical studies were completed:

« Site and Building Analysis — This study evaluated the physical condition of the existing
school buildings and determined the costs to bring the buildings up to code.

e Hydraulic Technical Report — This study determined whether Washington Grade School
and Vernonia Middle School could be protected from future flooding through the
construction of floodwalls around them. The report analyzed the downstream effects of
such a structure.

« Utilities Cost Forecast — This study analyzed the method and cost for extending public
utilities to each of the sites.

» Transportation Assessment — This report compared the two vacant sites and provided
information on existing transportation infrastructure, factors associated with extending
or improving roads, and the associated costs.

e School Siting Comparison Report — This report summarized the technical studies
described above and included an evaluation of the other identified site selection
criteria.

At the conclusion of the site evaluation, the siting committee recommended the Boot Site as
the site which best met the needs of the school district. The Northwest Corner Site was second
in preference. The existing school site was determined to be the least preferable option due to
safety and cost reasons (Figure 3-1). Table 3.0-1 summarizes the determining factors
considered during the siting analysis. These results have been oversimplified; please refer to
the School Siting Comparison Report for more detailed information.

The siting report also took into consideration the costs for each site associated with the
following: land acquisition, transportation improvements, building costs, flood proofing, utility
infrastructure, insurance, and incidentals). The analysis included a least cost and preferable cost
level which assumed differences in scope and quality. Figure 3-2 summarizes the comparative
costs. Mitigation costs associated with natural resource impacts were not included in the cost
comparison because at the time of the siting analysis the extent of the impacts were not
known. An estimated cost for construction of the proposed compensatory wetland mitigation
project is $500,000 (2010 Dollars, U.S.).

o Draft Environmental Assessment — Proposed Vernonia K-12 School
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Figure 3-1: Project Alternatives
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Table 3.0-1: Summary of School Siting Comparison Report

Task

Existing School Site

Northwest Corner Site

Boot Site
(New School Site)

Bicycle & Pedestrian Access
(relative ease of access)

Excellent

Poor

Good

Community Function

(relative potential for the site to
serve other community uses and
around which future residential
uses could be sited)

Excellent

Poor

Good

UGB Expansion

(relative degree of difficulty of
expanding the UGB to
accommodate the school)

N/A

More difficult

Easier to justify

Ability to Insure

(relative ease of acquiring
insurance for the school facilities,
not including cost)

Challenging

Typical

Typical

Ability to Acquire Land
(relative ease of land acquisition,
not including cost)

N/A

Easy
(one owner)

Potentially
challenging
(multiple owners)

Site Improvements

(relative degree of difficulty for
improving site to accommodate
school facilities)

Easy

Difficult

Difficult

Flood Mitigation
(need for mitigating flooding and
floodplain impacts)

Necessary

N/A

N/A

Figure 3-2: Comparative Costs of Alternatives
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3.1 Alternative 1: No Action Alternative

NEPA requires the analysis of the “No Action Alternative,” against which the effects of the
"Action Alternatives" can be evaluated and compared (Figure 3-1). Under the No Action
Alternative, FEMA would not provide funding for the project, and the schools would continue to
be operated out of a combination of the two remaining school buildings and modular buildings.
Since the buildings are located within the 100-year floodplain, they would continue to be
vulnerable to future flooding impacts including associated repair and recovery costs. Significant
public safety risks would also persist for the Grade School in particular relative to its
performance in a seismic event. Without FEMA assistance, the District could sponsor flood
proofing and seismic retrofits to reduce its vulnerabilities to damage. Under this alternative,
there would be no changes to Spencer Park.

The existing school campus is located between 199 and 299 Bridge Street. The 21-acre site is
bounded on the north by Bridge Street, on the east by California Avenue, on the south by the
Banks-Vernonia Trail, and on the east by Shay Park, Rock Creek, and an auto body shop. The site
is located in the southwest quarter of Section 4, Township 4 North, Range 4 West of the
Willamette Meridian in Columbia County, Oregon. The approximate center of the site is at
latitude 45° 51' 27" north and longitude 123° 11' 17" west.

3.2  Alternative 2: Boot Site (Proposed Action)

Under the Proposed Action, FEMA would provide funding to acquire and demolish the existing
school. Acquisition proceeds from the buy-out would help build a new school outside of the
floodplain. The existing school site would be transferred to the City of Vernonia, who would
develop and maintain it as a park. The Proposed Action includes the demolition of the existing
school buildings, construction of the new school, roadway improvements to Bridge Street and
Missouri Avenue, removal of federal protection from Spencer Park, development of a new park
to replace Spencer Park, and construction of a compensatory wetland mitigation project. These
project elements and their locations are described in greater detail below.

The proposed new school site (referred to as the Boot Site in the Siting Comparison Study) was
selected because it best meets the purpose and need of the project through provision of a safe
environment for students, staff, and the community by relocating the schools outside of the
500-year floodplain. This move will eliminate the long-term risk of flood damage to the schools.
The Boot Site also provides other desired site characteristics (discussed above) including a
central location supportive of a community-centered school campus, access to existing utility
and road infrastructure (extension will be easier and less costly than other sites), and ease of
access for pedestrian and bicyclists.

a. Existing School Site

The current school campus is located along Bridge Street (Highway 47) between Grant
Avenue on the west and California Avenue on the east. The school campus is bounded
on the north by Bridge Street and residential uses, on the east by California Avenue and
some forested land, on the south by the Banks-Vernonia Trail and the City's wastewater
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treatment facility, and on the west by Rock Creek. The site is located within the 100-year
floodplain of the Nehalem River and Rock Creek.

The Washington Grade School, Vernonia
Middle School, and the Vernonia High
School gymnasium and cafeteria (the rest of
the high school has been demolished), in
addition to a number of modular buildings
being used in lieu of the demolished high
school building are present on the site.
Other site improvements include parking
lots, a covered basketball court, a play area,
a softball field, grandstands, a concession/
restroom facility, maintenance shed, a wood
1. Existing School Site shed, and an open field.

The Washington Grade School, Vernonia Middle School, the remainder of Vernonia High
School, and all other structures present on the site (with the exception of the existing
grandstands, restrooms, and the covered basketball court) would all be demolished as
part of the proposed action. In addition, the temporary modular classrooms would be
removed and all impervious surfaces eliminated. Consistent with FEMA'’s buyout
requirements, the property would revert to open-space uses in perpetuity, which can
include parks.

b. Boot Site

The Boot Site is located on the east side of Vernonia just west of the Nehalem River and
north of Vernonia Lake at the northern terminus of Missouri and Texas Avenues. The
site is within and just outside of the City of Vernonia's urban growth boundary (UGB) in
Columbia County, Oregon. The portion of the property outside of the UGB was recently
annexed into the City. The City approved the

annexation on September 7, 2010.In June

2010, the Columbia County Department of

Land Development Services responded

favorably to the annexation and zone change

request (Columbia County, 2010). The site is

located in the northeast quarter of Section 4,

Township 4 North, Range 5 West of the

Willamette Meridian in Columbia County,

Oregon. The center of the site is at latitude

45°51'36.7" north and longitude 123°10'44.4"

west. 2. Spencer Park Looking Toward Boot Site

The site consists of mostly undeveloped land and Spencer Park, an existing City of
Vernonia public park. Spencer Park is located in the southwest corner of the site and

-
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includes a paved parking lot along the vacated Oklahoma Avenue right-of-way, a
restroom facility, and sports fields. Forestland is primarily located in the northeast and
northwest portion of the site with pastureland present in the center of the site north of
Spencer Park. A residence, barn, and shop are located on the northwestern quadrant of
the site.

The approximately 30-acre school site is bordered on the west by Texas Avenue and a

forested residential neighborhood, on the south by the former Oklahoma Avenue and a

residential neighborhood, by residences and forestland to the east, and by forestland to
the north. Missouri and Texas Avenues,
public roadways, provide access to the site
from the south. Missouri Avenue is a local
roadway with no sidewalks, curbs, or
striped lanes. Missouri Avenue runs
north/south and passes through a
residential neighborhood prior to
connecting with the vacated Oklahoma
Avenue right-of-way at the southern edge
of Spencer Park. This vacated right-of-way
travels east/west along the southern edge

3. Missouri Avenue Looking at the New of the school site, providing a connection
School Site between Missouri and Texas Avenues and
diagonal parking spaces for people using Spencer Park. Texas Avenue runs parallel to
Missouri Avenue and connects with the former Oklahoma Avenue at the southwestern
corner of the school site. Like Missouri Avenue, Texas Avenues is a paved local road with
no sidewalks, curbs, or striping.

The school site is situated on a hillslope and terrace above the Nehalem River. The site is
located approximately 610 to 775 feet above mean sea level (AMSL) and is above the
500-year flood elevation of the Nehalem River. The site gradient slopes gently to the
east-southeast towards the Nehalem River. Adjacent to Texas Avenue, the site slopes
steeply upward towards the road. A waterway enters the northwest corner of the site
through a culvert under Texas Avenue and then passes through another culvert before
draining into a large wetland area occupying much of the open pasture in the middle of
the property. This wetland area, as well as other wetlands present in the northeast
section of the site, drain together and form a stream which flows east across the center
of the school site. At the base of the hillslope along the eastern edge of the site, this
unnamed tributary enters an approximately 285-foot-long, 8-inch-diameter culvert
under Riverside Drive that discharges directly into the Nehalem River. Near the point
where all the waters join in the center of the site, they flow through a small culvert
beneath an access road. Plant communities at the school site include forested and
pasture areas. Most of the pasture areas include wetlands.
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Based on the 100% Design Development plans for the new school, the project would
occupy approximately 23 acres at the new school site and would include the features
listed below (BOORA, 2010). Selected site plans are included in Appendix B.

« 135,000 ft* K-12 school building

« 18,000 ft* outbuilding (district offices, science, woodshop, and art classrooms)
e 44,000 ft* parking lot

e Bus lane and drop-off circle

e Sidewalks

« Baseball and softball fields

e Football/track field

o Stormwater management facilities

A small strip adjacent to the southeast corner of the site will not be converted to
educational uses and will be developed into a small neighborhood playground “tot lot”
for younger children and maintained as a park by the City. All structures will be designed
and constructed in accordance with the Oregon State Building Codes and appropriate
seismic design and construction standards and practices.

The District elected to design the new school to meet the requirements of the U.S.
Green Building Councils LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) Platinum
Certification. The basis of this decision was because the District wanted to create a
healthier and more productive learning environment, while also reducing long-term
operating expenses. In general, a LEED-certified building is designed and built using
strategies aimed at improving energy and water efficiency, reducing CO, emissions,
improving indoor environmental quality, and providing stewardship of resources and
sensitivity to their impacts. The LEED Scorecard completed for the proposed school is
provided in Appendix C. As a community teaching facility, the new sustainable school
will also provide powerful learning opportunities and curricula that link to emerging
"green” economic opportunities for students and the larger community.

The new facility was sized to accommodate a minimum of 30 years of population growth
and would have the capacity to educate up to 1,000 students. The new 135,000-square-
foot building would provide integrated kindergarten through 12" grade facilities. The
layout has been designed to minimize cross-traffic between the youngest and oldest
students (www.vernoniaschools.org). The school would be a two-story structure and
would include two gymnasiums, a climbing wall, computer and science labs, studios for
art and shop instruction, a community garden, and a “living laboratory” for biology
studies. Other site features include outdoor seating areas, outdoor classrooms,
courtyard gardens, covered and uncovered play areas, covered bike parking, and a shed
for the community garden.
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Recreational facilities would be constructed on the north and east sides of the school
buildings and would include a football/soccer field with a track, softball field, baseball
field, and multi-use field. An 18,000-square-foot outbuilding would be constructed east
of the school building and would be used for art, woodshop, and science classes, as well
as housing school district offices.

Low-impact development principles have been incorporated into site design and
stormwater treatment. The Site Plan has attempted to reduce the amount of impervious
area on-site by placing parking areas towards the front of the site, limiting vehicle access
within the site, and consolidating service facilities. Development of the school facilities
would impact the wetlands present across the site.

In order to accommodate construction of the new school campus, existing buildings and
structures currently present within the work limits will need to be demolished and
removed including the following:

» Electric livestock fences throughout the site

o Chain-link fences located around the site (some will remain)

o Barn located in the northwest portion of the site

o Building located in the southeast corner of the site, east of Spencer Park

e French drain located along the northern and western edges of Spencer Park
« Dugouts and backstop at Spencer Park

e Asphalt /concrete pavement along the vacated Oklahoma Avenue right-of-way
(parking area for Spencer Park), including paved trail providing access to the
baseball/softball field

e Catch basins and storm drain lines in the former Oklahoma Avenue

e Storm drain lines and culverts located in the center of the site

c. Transportation Improvements

Roadway improvements would occur along Bridge Street and Missouri Avenue. Bridge
Street improvements would occur from Texas Avenue to approximately 300 feet east of
Missouri Avenue. Missouri Avenue improvements would occur along the entire length
of the street.

Bridge Street
« 6-foot-wide concrete sidewalks and curbs

» 10-foot-wide concrete sidewalks and curbs on the south side of Bridge Street
from Texas Avenue to Missouri Avenue

o 6-foot-wide asphalt paved shoulder/bike lane
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o ADA ramps at all intersections and driveways from Texas Avenue to Missouri
Avenue

e 12-foot-wide travel lanes
o l4-foot-wide, left-turn lane for Missouri Avenue

e Crosswalk providing access across Missouri Avenue on the south side of Bridge
Street

o Crosswalk providing access across Bridge Street on the east 