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Lawton Interceptor at Oxbow Park 
FEMA-NV-1629-EHP, HMGP #1629-4-4 

FINDING OF NO HISTORIC PROPERTIES 

(1) “A description of the undertaking, specifying the Federal involvement, and its 
area of potential effect, including photographs, maps, drawings, as necessary” 
(36 C.F.R. Part 800.11[d][1]) 
The Department of Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) proposes to provide Federal financial assistance (Federal action) under the 
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP), to the City of Reno (Subgrantee), through 
the Nevada Division of Emergency Management (NDEM), to implement a bank 
stabilization and refusal trench project within the City limits in Washoe County, Nevada.  

Past flooding has caused the Truckee River to inundate as much as 80 feet north from its 
typical wetted channel location during two flood events (the 1997 and 2005–2006 flood 
events). As a result, there is a high risk for continued migration of the river and 
subsequent bank erosion, which could compromise the sanitary sewer infrastructure 
approximately 200 feet from the current river edge. The sewer interceptor, known as the 
Lawton interceptor, has no shutoff valve, so any rupture in the line could result in 
uncontrolled sewage discharge into the river.  

As a result, the Subgrantee plans stabilize 150 feet of river bank to protect the Lawton 
interceptor. This would involve installation of rootwads and ballast rocks as well as 
revegetation of the bank. A refusal trench would also be installed to armor approximately 
100 feet of the Lawton interceptor. 

HMGP funding would be authorized as a result of the Severe Storms and Flooding 
Disaster Declaration (FEMA-DR-NV-1629) of February 2006. FEMA has determined 
that providing Federal financial assistance for the Subgrantee’s proposal would be a 
Federal Undertaking pursuant to 36 C.F.R. Part 800.3(a). The project area is located 
along the north bank of the Truckee River in Oxbow Nature Study Area, located within 
the City limits in Washoe County, Nevada (Figure 1). The land within the project area is 
owned by the City and managed by the Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW). The 
land surrounding the project area is either residential or undeveloped riparian floodplain.  

The project area includes the Subgrantee’s proposed project footprint, access routes, 
staging areas, and water filtration area, as delineated by the preliminary engineering 
design (Appendix A). The project footprint, shown in Figure 2, includes: 

• A 150 foot area of bank stabilization on the north bank of the river;  

• A 100 foot long trench within the Oxbow Nature Study Area parking lot; 

• A 4,442 square foot access route; and 

• A 13,366 square foot portion of the existing parking lot used for construction 
staging. 
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All construction staging areas would be limited to existing parking lots in the vicinity of 
the Oxbow Nature Study Area. In total, the project area is 117,612 square feet, or 2.7 
acres. 

The proposed project consists of two main components: bank stabilization and 
installation of a refusal trench. The purpose of the project is to protect the Lawton 
interceptor and the north bank of the river from erosion and flood events. The entire 
project construction would take place between June 15 and September 30 over 45 days, 
25 of which involve the dewatering of the river.  

Bank Stabilization 

The bank stabilization portion of the project would utilize bioengineering methods to 
stabilize approximately 150 feet of the north bank of the river. The methods would 
include the following: 

• Installation of rootwads 

• Installation of ballast rock 

• Installation of willow plantings 

These methods were developed by the Subgrantee with input from both USFWS and 
NDOW and utilized the most current bioengineering stabilization methods.  

The installation of the rootwads would involve burying approximately forty 24- to 30-
inch-diameter boulders to anchor the rootwads, which would be anchored with a stainless 
steel aircraft cable. Each rootwad would be approximately 20 feet long, 2 feet in 
diameter, and have a 6-foot rootball. Trees for the rootwads would be pulled from local 
sources if possible.  

In order to install the rootwad structures dewatering and excavation would need to occur 
along approximately 165 feet of the north river bank. Dewatering would be accomplished 
using plastic K-rails installed on a sandbag base in the river. The water would then be 
pumped into a nearby obligate wetland. Silt would be collected in a filter bag, which 
would be cut and allowed to disperse after dewatering is complete. In addition to this 
formal consultation, the Subgrantee would obtain a 404 permit from the United States 
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) for all in river and dewatering work.  

Willow plantings would also be installed in the bank by digging to a depth that at which 
the roots would be sitting in the water. This would ensure that the willow plantings would 
establish and thus provide proper bank stabilization. 

Installation of Refusal Trench 

The armoring of the 30 inch diameter Lawton interceptor sanitary sewer line would 
involve the construction of a refusal trench parallel to approximately 100 feet of the 
sewer line. The trench would be offset from the existing sewer line anywhere from 10 
feet to 25 feet. This variation is because the exact alignment of the sewer line is unknown 
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and has been approximated from 1982 “as-built” drawings. The trench would be installed 
in the asphalt parking lot of the Oxbow Nature Study Area and construction would take 
place over a five-day time period.  

The main staging, ingress, and egress for the project would be in the eastern portion of 
the parking lot for the Oxbow Nature Study Area. Access for the bank stabilization would 
be obtained through an adjacent property, east of the project area. A portion of the bank 
stabilization access route would involve the temporary placement of metal trench plates 
over streambank vegetation and a side drainage from a culvert. These trench plates would 
provide a stable surface to allow equipment to access the dewatered riverbed. 

Pursuant to Stipulation VII.A of the Programmatic Agreement (Agreement) between 
FEMA, the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO), and the Nevada Division of 
Emergency Management, FEMA has determined that the area of potential effect (APE) 
for this Undertaking would be limited to the areas of proposed ground disturbance as 
depicted in Figure 2. Maximum depth of disturbance is estimated to be up to 6 feet 
bellow ground surface for excavation of the refusal trench, emplacement of rootwads, and 
planting and staking of trees. 

(2) “A description of the steps taken to identify historic properties, including, as 
appropriate, efforts to seek information pursuant to 36 C.F.R. 800.4(b)” (36 C.F.R. 
Part 800.11[d][2]) 

Pursuant to Stipulation VII.B of the Agreement, FEMA contractors conducted a records 
search of the Nevada Cultural Resources Inventory System on June 16, 2010 (see 
Attachment B). The records search did not identify any previously recorded historical or 
archaeological resources within the APE.  

No previous archaeological studies have been performed within the APE. Seven previous 
studies have been conducted within 0.5 mile of the APE. Three previously recorded 
resources are within 0.5 mile of the project area. The resources are: 

• Site WA5352. The Orr Ditch. An earthen ditch known through historical records 
to have been constructed in 1870 was determined eligible for listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places. The ditch is approximately 17 miles long, running from 
west of Reno to the Spanish Springs Valley, just north of the proposed project area. 
WA5352 is outside the APE and would not be affected by the proposed project. 

• Site WA146. This archaeological site is recorded as “an old Washo settlement in 
early days of Reno” and burial ground north of Highway 40 near the Mountain 
View Cemetery. Burials were excavated in 1924 and 1925. WA146 is outside the 
APE and would not be affected by the proposed project. 

• Site WA6959. This site record documents the results of a backhoe testing program 
conducted along the Southern Pacific Railroad right-of-way within the City of Reno 
and north of the proposed project area. No archaeological sites were recorded as a 
part of the testing program, but some historic-era artifacts were recovered. The site 
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of the trenches is outside the APE. No cultural resources would be affected by the 
proposed project. 

In accordance with 36 C.F.R. Part 800.4(a)(4), FEMA initially notified the Washoe Tribe 
on November 12, 2008, of the proposed project and requested that the tribe respond with 
any comments or concerns. No response was received. Following subsequent project 
revisions, FEMA recontacted the tribe on June 28, 2010. To date, no additional responses 
have been received. Copies of letters are attached (Attachment C). 

(3) “The basis for determining that no historic properties are present or affected” 
(36 C.F.R. Part 800.11[d][3]) 

The APE for the proposed project is primarily below the high water mark of the Truckee 
River in areas that were heavily scoured during flooding and storms in 1997 and again in 
2006. On August 8, 2009, prior to FEMA’s involvement in the project, the Nevada SHPO 
staff agreed with the Subgrantee’s assessment that because of the high energy 
environment and the location of known archaeological sites along the Truckee River, the 
proposed project would be unlikely to affect archaeological sites (Attachment D). FEMA 
conducted a cultural resources investigation consisting of a pedestrian survey and 
literature review and has determined that no properties eligible for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places exist within the APE. Therefore, in accordance with 
Stipulation VII.C of the Agreement, FEMA has determined that the Subgrantee’s 
proposal and FEMA’s Undertaking would result in “no historic properties affected.” 
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Figure 1
Project vicinity
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Base map source:
USGS 30x60-minute topographic series, Reno and Carson City quadrangles
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Figure 2
Area of potential effect
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Imagery source:
DigitalGlobe ImageConnect Service, 7/1/2008
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City of Reno 
Glen Daily, P.E. 
Associate Civil Engineer 
Department of Public Works 
City of Reno  
1 East First Street 
Reno, NV 89505 
 
Washoe County 
Katy Simon 
County Manager 
Washoe County 
1001 East 9th Street 
Reno, NV 89512 
 
State of Nevada 
Elizabeth Ashby 
Nevada Division of Emergency 
Management 
2478 Fairview Drive 
Carson City, NV 89701 
 
Matt Maples 
Nevada Department of Wildlife 
1100 Valley Road 
Reno, NV 89512 
 

Non-Governmental Organizations 
Nevada Land Conservancy 
2000 Del Monte Lane 
Reno, NV 89511-7532  
 
Carson Truckee Water Conservancy  
District 
295 Holcomb Avenue 
Reno, NV 89502-0836 
 
Truckee River Flood Project 
9390 Gateway Drive, Suite. 230 
Reno, NV 89521 
 
Truckee Meadows Water Authority 
1355 Capital Boulevard 
Reno, NV 89502 
 
Individuals 
Charles N. and Stacy L Mathewson  
9295 Prototype Drive 
Reno, NV 89521 
 
Terry G. and Judith M. Garcia 
4040 Goodsell Lane 
Reno, NV 89523 
 
Luis A. and Molly C. Jayo 
P.O. Box 33968 
Reno, NV 89533  
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