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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Project Authority

The Town of East Hartford (East Hartford) Fire Station #5 located at 304 Main Street and the
fire apparatus maintenance facility located at 344 Tolland Street have become outdated,
undersized, and are deteriorating structurally. The East Hartford Fire Department has applied to
the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for assistance with constructing a new fire
station under subapplication number EMW-2009-FC-03656. The new fire station would
consolidate Fire Station #5 and the fire apparatus maintenance facility into one building.
FEMA's Assistance to Firefighters Fire Station Construction Grants (SCG) provide financial
assistance directly to fire departments to build new or modify existing fire stations in order for
departments to enhance their response capability and protect the communities they serve from
fire and fire-related hazards. The authority for SCG is derived from the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009 (Public Law 111-5).

In accordance with 44 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) for FEMA, subpart B, Agency
Implementing Procedures, Part 10.9, this Environmental Assessment (EA) has been prepared
pursuant to Section 102 of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, the
President's Council on Environmental Quality regulations to implement NEPA (40 Code of
Federal Regulations parts 1500-1508), and FEMA's regulations implementing NEPA (44 CFR
Part 10). FEMA is required to consider potential environmental impacts before funding or
approving actions and projects. The purpose of this EA is to analyze the potential environmental
impacts of the proposed project and to determine whether FEMA needs to prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) or can issue a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI).

1.2 Project Location

The new fire station will be located at 141 Brewer Street in East Hartford, Connecticut. The
project site consists of approximately 2.37 acres of undeveloped land and is bounded to the north
by Brewer Street, to the east by Graham Road, to the south by Leichtner Drive and residential
properties, and to the west by Glenn Road. The property abuts an existing AT&T facility to the
west. The project site is illustrated in Figures 1 and 2.

1.3 Site Description

The 2.37-acre site is topographically flat with elevations ranging from 33.5 feet North American
Vertical Datum (NAVD) 88 to 36.5 feet NAVD 88. The center of the site is at the highest
elevation (36.0 feet) and serves as the drainage divide on the property. The lowest elevation on
the property is located along the western property limit. The site is maintained as a meadow and
has scattered trees located along the eastern and southern limits of the property. An existing
conditions topographic map is illustrated in Figure EC-1.
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1.4 Project Description

East Hartford proposes to construct a 16,000 square foot (SF) Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design (LEED) certified fire station, consisting of space for two fire companies,
fire personnel offices and living quarters, an apparatus maintenance facility, and associated
parking lot. The East Hartford Fire Department retained BSC Group and Silver/Petrucelli &
Associates to provide engineering and architectural design services for the fire station. The East
Hartford Fire Department submitted a local Planning and Zoning permit application to the
Planning and Zoning Commission in May 2009. Following acceptance of the application, the
commission held a public hearing on said application on June 10, 2009. After the close of that
hearing, the application was approved by the Planning and Zoning Commission on June 10,
2009.

East Hartford has been working diligently for over five years to secure land for construction of a
new fire station. Several properties were evaluated for size, location, potential for hazardous
materials, historical importance, and other important land issues before the current site was
selected and purchased. The purchase of land for this project was the result of a cooperative
relationship with the local telephone utility that owned the land, which enabled the property to be
purchased at less than market value. Because the property is flat, undeveloped, and is situated as
a corner lot, the proposed station has been configured with a drive-through apparatus bay,
eliminating the need to back up apparatus and, therefore, reducing that inherent safety risk.

The location for the new Fire Station #5 is less than three-quarters of a mile from the existing fire
station. This new facility will allow the department to place the south-end ladder company in a
more advantageous location. The new location will provide better access for mutual aid
response, enable better ladder company distribution to meet the requirements of the Insurance
Service Office (ISO), and permit the community to have enhanced compliance with the response
criteria included in the National Fire Protection Association Standard (NFPAS) 1710: Standard
for the Organization and Deployment of Fire Suppression Operations, Emergency Medical
Operations, and Special Operations to the Public by Career Fire Departments.

The fire station will be bordered on two sides by residential dwelling units. The design of the
building places low-noise uses toward one of the residential areas and uses larger trees as a
sound buffer along the other property line with the second area.

There is adequate utility service available on site. This includes sufficient water supply for fire
sprinkler protection, natural gas, sewerage, telecommunications, and electrical service with
sufficient capacity to support the needs of the facility.

General Building Configuration: The building is designed as a single-story building with a
pitched roof and a combination of brick veneer and cement board exterior. The building is
shaped similar to the letter "L" in order to fit the lot characteristics and enable both the fire
station and apparatus maintenance portions of the building to have drive-through vehicle storage
bays. A rendering of the fire station is illustrated in Figure 3. The layout of the fire station is
presented in Figure C-2.
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The building will be fully protected by a fire sprinkler system that meets all applicable codes
including, but not limited to, the NFPA standard for the installation of sprinkler systems. The
building will also contain a monitoring system for carbon monoxide and smoke and fire
detection, all of which will be tied into the municipal fire alarm system providing continuous
monitoring.

The building will be equipped with an emergency power generator of sufficient capacity to
power the building. This generator will be powered by the natural gas supply available at the
street and have an automatic transfer switch. The building has also been designed to be
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) accessible with ADA-compliant parking spaces being
provided.

Apparatus Storage Bay: The apparatus storage bays will have adequate space for two primary
response apparatus. Both bay spaces will have diesel exhaust extraction systems for all vehicles.
The apparatus bay area will also contain space to properly store the personal protective
equipment provided to the firefighters assigned to that station. Additionally, there will be a
small work area and a decontamination area for medical equipment used by the members as they
deliver advanced life support care in the community. Finally, two storage areas will be created
in the mezzanine space, providing an area for storage of bulky items.

Apparatus Maintenance Division Space: The Apparatus Maintenance Division facility will be
located at the rear of the building and have its bay door opening face the public utility structure
on the neighboring property. Significant care has been taken to minimize the noise impact on the
neighborhood from this space. Additional time and effort has been expended to ensure the
maintenance facility is operated in an environmentally friendly manner. One example of this
will be the collection of waste oil and fluids for transport off site for disposal. Department
directives and procedures for the apparatus maintenance shop have a strong focus on safety and
compliance with applicable laws and regulations including those provided by the Occupational
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA).

The Maintenance Division space will include three maintenance bays. Two will be of sufficient
size to accommodate the largest fire apparatus the department operates. One of these bay spaces
will be outfitted with a wheel-lift system to elevate the apparatus for under-vehicle maintenance.
The third bay will accommodate the maintenance of light fleet vehicles such as cars and trucks.
There will also be office space for the Apparatus Maintenance Division and the Municipal Fire
Alarm Division. The design team has taken care to ensure there will be adequate storage space
for the tools, parts, and supplies used by the Apparatus Maintenance Division.
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