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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Project Authority 

Hurricane Katrina, a Category 4 hurricane with a storm surge above normal high tide levels, 
moved across the Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama gulf coasts on August 29, 2005.  
Maximum sustained winds at landfall were estimated at 140 miles per hour.  President Bush 
signed a disaster declaration (FEMA-1603-DR-LA) on August 29, 2005, authorizing the 
Department of Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to 
provide federal assistance in designated areas of Louisiana.  FEMA is administering this disaster 
assistance pursuant to the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act 
(Stafford Act), Public Law (PL) 93-288, as amended.  Section 406 of the Stafford Act authorizes 
FEMA’s Public Assistance Program to repair, restore and replace State and local government 
and certain Private Nonprofit facilities damaged as a result of the declared event.    

The Housing Authority of New Orleans (HANO) has submitted an application for FEMA 
funding under FEMA’s Public Assistance Program being administered in response to FEMA-
1603-DR-LA. HANO proposes to construct 18 new public housing units on the block bounded 
by Mazant, Royal, France, and Chartres Streets in New Orleans, Louisiana. The pre-Katrina 
Mazant Royal Housing Development had a total of 17,920 square feet.  The proposed Mazant 
Royal Housing Development would be 21,960 feet.  According to the applicant, the increase in 
overall square footage of their project is the result of applicable codes and standards, particularly 
for the necessary increase in the size of the bedrooms and the number of bathrooms.  

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) prepared an Environmental 
Assessment for HUD-funded Proposals - Mazant Royal Site (HUD 2007), and issued a Finding 
of No significant Impact (FONSI) dated May 29, 2007 (HUD 2007a). Any federal agency may 
adopt another federal or state agency’s EA, and is encouraged to do so when such adoption 
would save time and money (40 CFR §1500.4(n), §1500.5(h), and §1506.3), providing the 
original document satisfies the agency’s National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
requirements.  FEMA has adopted HUD’s EA and has also provided supplemental information.  
HUD’s EA is included as Appendix A of this document.   

This draft Supplemental Environmental Assessment (SEA) has been conducted in accordance 
with NEPA, the President’s Council on Environmental Quality regulations for implementing 
NEPA (40 Code of Federal Regulations [CFR] 1500-1508) and FEMA’s NEPA implementing 
regulations at 44 CFR Part 10.   

The purpose of this SEA is to analyze potential environmental impacts of the proposed 
construction project at the Mazant-Royal site.  FEMA will use the findings in this SEA to 
determine whether to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) or a Finding of No 
Significant Impact (FONSI). 

1.2 Background 

On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina, a Category 3 hurricane, struck the Gulf Coast Region.  
The subsequent storm surge damaged levees, resulting in flooding throughout much of the City 
of New Orleans).  As a result of wind and flooding, HANO’s entire portfolio of affordable 
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housing and associated structures were damaged.  Scattered sites located at Chef Menteur 
Highway and Old Gentilly Road and America Street suffered substantial damage.  These 
buildings provided over 100 bedrooms of affordable housing to HANO’s per-Katrina portfolio.   

2.0 PURPOSE AND NEED 

As a result of Hurricane Katrina, the HUD units were heavily damaged.  The purpose of this 
proposed action is to consolidate and rebuild housing units.  HANO completed a comprehensive 
assessment of its pre-Katrina scattered site inventory and determined it would be best served to 
consolidate its affordable housing stock on its larger properties that were least affected by the 
hurricane. The newly designed units are to be more functionally suited to the requirements and 
lifestyles of modern day families than the 1960’s donor units. HANO seeks to provide families  
with a safe and decent living environment consistent with today’s affordable housing standards.  
Therefore, the need for the proposed action is to provide safe, decent, affordable housing on sites 
that are less prone to flooding. 

3.0 ALTERNATIVES 

This section describes the alternatives that were considered in addressing the purpose and need 
stated in Section 2.  Two alternatives were evaluated: the No Action Alternative, and the 
Proposed Action Alternative, which is the construction of 18 housing units within the block 
bounded by Mazant, Royal, France, and Chartres Streets in New Orleans, Louisiana. 

Alternative 1: No Action 

Under the No Action Alternative, the Mazant Royal Housing Project would not be constructed.  
Consequently the site would remain vacant and the shortage of safe, decent, low income housing 
would continue.       

Alternative 2: Construct 18 New Housing Units (Proposed Action) 

Under the Proposed Action Alternative, eighteen units would be built on the Mazant Royal site. 
This partially vacant square block is located in New Orleans’ Bywater neighborhood and is 
bounded by Mazant, Royal, France and Chartres Streets.  There are two buildings on the site 
owned by HANO, which have continued to provide affordable housing opportunities.  HANO 
has completed a re-subdivision of the remaining lots in the square, and proposes to construct nine 
new duplex buildings (a total of 18 two and three bedroom units) designed as single story 
doubles and “camelback” doubles that closely resemble existing architecture in the 
neighborhood.  HANO has worked closely with the Historic District Landmarks Commission 
(HDLC) to achieve a cohesive streetscape between old and new construction, and has also 
received approval of its design from the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO).   

The proposed project would provide 14 public housing/tax credit units and four tax 
credit/Section 8 units.  These would replace and consolidate housing units lost due to Hurricane 
Katrina that were scattered through the area.  
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4.0 AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT AND IMPACTS 

4.1 Floodplains 

Executive Order (EO) 11988 (Floodplain Management) requires federal agencies to avoid direct 
or indirect support of development within the 100-year floodplain whenever there is a practicable 
alternative.  FEMA uses Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) to identify the regulatory 100-year 
floodplain for the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).   

Orleans Parish enrolled in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), 8/3/1970.  Per 
Preliminary Digital Flood Insurance Rate Map (DFIRM) Panel Number 22071C0235F, dated 
11/13/2008, the proposed site is located in a shaded Zone X, outside the Special Flood Hazard 
Area (SFHA).  

No Action Alternative – Under the No Action Alternative, no construction would occur and there 
would be no impacts to floodplains. 

Proposed Action Alternative – The proposed project site is not located within the 100-year 
floodplain. Construction of the site would not result in short- or long-term effects associated with 
the occupancy of or modification to floodplains and direct or indirect support of floodplain 
development; however, the construction should be coordinated with the local floodplain 
administrator and comply with floodplain ordinances. 

4.2 Public Health and Safety  

Safety and security issues considered in this EA include the health and safety of the area 
residents and the general public and the protection of personnel involved in activities related to 
implementation of the proposed project. 

Figure 2 Lead-Soil Classification Map in Appendix A shows the levels of lead in the inner city.  
According to the HANO EA and Environmental Justice Study,  the levels of lead (Pb) detected 
in the soil range from 500 parts per million (ppm) to 1,100 ppm (HANO 2007)(Appendix A).  
According to EPA 40 CFR Part 745, a soil-lead hazard exists in bare soil that contains total lead 
equal to or exceeding 400 ppm in a play area or average 1,200 ppm in the rest of the yard.   This 
is based on soil samples.  The soil of the proposed Mazant Royal site may be of concern.   

 Lead in soil can be a public health issue when children play in bare soil or when people 
bring soil into the house on their shoes.  The following two Federal standards have been set for 
lead hazards in residential soil: 

 400 ppm and higher in play areas of bare soil. 

  1,200 ppm (average) and higher in bare soil in the remainder of the site. 

 

No Action Alternative – Under the No Action Alternative, no construction would occur and the 
safety of the general public would remain unchanged from current conditions.  Under the no 
action alternative the site would remain vacant.  There would not be lead mitigation of this site as 
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no child occupied facility would exist onsite.  Institutional controls for future use would be 
developed as appropriate. 

Proposed Action Alternative – Under the Proposed Action Alternative, construction of the 
Mazant Royal Housing Project.  This facility would be considered a child occupied facility.  The  
site is in an area of existing elevated lead levels. HUD will mitigate the site to meet EPA as well 
as HUD’s policies and regulations concerning lead paint exposures, with higher mitigation 
standards for play areas.  

Best Management Practices (BMP’s) for mitigating these levels are listed in Section 6.0 - 
Conditions and Mitigation Measures. At this time, FEMA does not have HANO’s final 
mitigation plans.  Project construction will involve soil disturbance and may require fill.  Soil 
tests should be performed upon completion of the project to ensure lead base paint compliance in 
a child occupied facility.  These BMP’s serve as recommendation guidelines for potential lead 
issues. 

4.3  Cultural Resources 

The consideration of impacts to cultural resources is mandated under Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) as implemented by 36 CFR Part 800.  Requirements include 
the identification of historic properties that may be impacted by the proposed action or 
alternatives within the project’s area of potential effect.  Historic properties are archaeological 
sites, standing structures, or other historic resources listed in or determined eligible for listing in 
the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). If adverse effects on historic, archaeological or 
cultural properties are identified, agencies must consider effects of their activities and attempt to 
avoid, minimize, or mitigate the impacts to these resources.   

FEMA, the Louisiana SHPO, the Louisiana Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness (GOHSEP), the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas, the Caddo Nation, 
the Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana, the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma, the Coushatta Tribe of 
Louisiana, the Jena Band of Choctaw Indians, the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians, the 
Quapaw Tribe of Oklahoma, the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma, the Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
the Tunica-Biloxi Tribe of Louisiana, and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation have 
executed a Statewide Programmatic Agreement (PA) dated August 17, 2009 to streamline the 
Section 106 review process (hereafter referred to as the Statewide PA).  

Existing Conditions  

Based on research using the NRHP database on Louisiana Division of Historic Preservation’s 
website and FEMA’s National Register maps, updated in coordination with SHPO since 
Hurricane Katrina, FEMA has determined that the project area is located within the Bywater 
Historic District. The Bywater Historic District was listed in the NRHP on January 23, 1986 
under Criterion C for its intact collection of shotgun houses. The period of significance extends 
from 1807 to 1935. Character-defining features of the district include decorative brackets, front 
façade shutters, columns, stoops, porches, and housing fronting the sidewalk. 

Upon consultation of data provided by SHPO, there are several archaeological sites within 0.5 
miles of the project area including two clusters of archaeological sites each comprised of entire 
city blocks and three individual sites. 16OR130 - 16OR134 comprise various components of a 
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plantation complex (nineteenth century artifacts recovered, possible early eighteenth century 
origins), postbellum agrarian economy and late nineteenth to early twentieth century residential 
development and are located approximately 750 meters to the east adjacent to the Inner Harbor 
Navigation Canal.  Site 16OR130 features the structural remains of brick-kilns, slave quarters 
and associated artifacts.  Site 16OR131 features an extension of site 16OR130 with an additional 
late nineteenth century component, but no identified kiln remnants.  The artifacts recovered from 
sites 16OR132, 16OR133 and 16OR134 reflect postbellum residential development and truck 
farming economy, which later led to neighborhood development in the late nineteenth into the 
early twentieth century.   These sites have been determined eligible for listing in the NRHP due 
to their research potential.   Sites 16OR109 - 16OR114 comprise clusters of late 19th to early 
20th century artifacts, recovered primarily in secondary contexts (i.e. artificial fill). These sites 
have been determined ineligible for listing in the NRHP due to their lack of research potential.   
Site 16OR107 lies to the southeast of the project area.  This site represents an historic 19th/20th 
century artifacts midden that is not eligible for the NRHP.  Site 16OR213 lies to the north of the 
project area and represents 19th and 20th century residential and commercial middens including 
cultural deposits associated with a railroad yard.  The eligibility of the site for the NRHP has not 
been fully evaluated. 

Through consultation of historic maps, FEMA has determined that the project area includes an 
entire city block that once formed a portion of a plantation owned by Antoine David Olivier. The 
center of the plantation complex later served as the St. Mary’s Boys Asylum.  The orphanage 
was established in 1835 and operated by the Sisters Marianites of the Holy Cross from France 
(Clement 1986).   The Asylum was moved to the old Olivier Plantation house at the beginning of 
the Civil War. The 1870 census lists 305 boys and 27 adults inhabiting the complex with a slight 
rise by the time of the 1880 census with 337 boys and 29 adults.  The adults included nuns, 
priests, teachers, and domestic laborers.  The Robinson Map of 1883 depicts the asylum 
occupying the bulk of the southwestern portion of the city block. Eight additional structures are 
also depicted within the lot. The next available historic map of the area is the 1895 Sanborn Fire 
Insurance map, which shows the asylum (or orphanage), but occupying a smaller footprint 
relative to the lot. At this time, a factory and laundry occupy the western margin, and a chapel 
lies in the southeastern corner of the lot with other structures such as numerous cisterns, 
classrooms, and dormitories also indicated; the 1908 Sanborn map of the area is essentially 
unchanged from the previous version. The 1929 series shows the same structures along the 
southern, western, and northern perimeters; however, the brick building along the eastern margin 
of the lot is absent, as is the wooden structure to the immediate north of the former nursery. A 
description of the lot is provided in a city guide to New Orleans published in 1938:  

The Olivier Plantation Home (formerly St. Mary’s Orphan Asylum), 4111 Chartres St., once the 
palatial dwelling of David Olivier, was built about 200 years ago. Its plantation life ended with 
the Civil War. It was purchased by the Sisters of the Holy Cross to be used as a boys’ orphan 
asylum.  

The building, which is now occupied by an old lady and two children who migrated to the refuge 
from Pointe Coupee, is surrounded by new but deserted brick buildings, and can hardly be seen 
from the street (Works Progress Administration 1938: 298).  

Evidently, by 1938 the site had been abandoned for use as an orphanage and was largely deserted 
save for the former plantation house. However, by 1998, ten structures (apparently apartment 
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buildings) occupied the lot. The next available imagery dates to 2003, at which time eight of the 
buildings have been demolished, leaving only two structures in the northeastern quadrant of the 
lot. Currently, these two structures still stand, and the remainder of the lot is either paved or open 
and used as a playground area.  

Environmental Consequences 

Alternative 1: No Action Alternative - This alternative does not include any FEMA undertaking; 
therefore FEMA has no further responsibilities under Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act.   

Alternative 2: Proposed Action Alternative - The proposed project, which includes the 
construction of nine new duplex buildings on a block bounded by Royal Street to the north, 
Mazant Street to the east, Chartres Street to the south, and France Street to the west, has the 
potential to affect historic resources.  The project location is located within the National 
Register-listed Bywater Historic District and numerous contributing buildings to the district are 
located within view shed of the proposed construction.  

The undertaking proposed would utilize FEMA funding for the construction of nine duplex 
buildings designed as single-story doubles (1,150 square feet) and camelback doubles (1,350 
square feet) on a block bounded by Royal Street to the north, Mazant Street to the east, Chartres 
Street to the south, and France Street to the west. The new structures will be set on post and 
beam foundations allowing the structures to be elevated. The exterior walls will be clad in 
painted cementitious lap siding and trim and the front gabled roofs will be sheathed with 
architectural style shingles. The proposed construction has the potential to affect above ground 
historic properties as it is located within the National Register-listed Bywater Historic District. 
Ground disturbing activities involved in the construction have the potential to affect below 
ground resources. A review of this project is currently being conducted by FEMA in accordance 
with FEMA’s Statewide PA dated August 17, 2009. According to design plans submitted by the 
Applicant, the proposed construction will be compatible in design, height, and massing to the 
district’s contributing elements that are located within the Area of Potential Effect. The roof 
shapes and pitches, fenestration (window) patterns, installation of decorative brackets, inclusion 
of porches, as well as the setbacks on the lots all, will complement the existing architectural 
character of the neighborhood. Therefore, FEMA anticipates that the proposed construction will 
not alter the character-defining features of the Bywater Historic District and will not diminish the 
district’s integrity of design, materials, workmanship, setting and feeling.   

The proposed construction also has the potential to affect below ground resources as it is located 
on the site of an early to mid-nineteenth century plantation and later orphanage. In addition, 
tribes with association to the New Orleans area, especially the Mississippi Band of Choctaw 
Indians, have expressed concerns about the potential for prehistoric cultural material at this 
location due to the close proximity to the Mississippi River and its situation on top of the natural 
levee.  Soil probing by FEMA archaeologists in January, March, and April 2010 at the project 
location revealed that subsurface impacts from the construction of modern buildings on the lot 
have extended to great depth and have largely destroyed the cultural deposits that were present 
on the lot. Due to the early development of the lot and the presence of at least a limited amount 
of architectural remains, however, FEMA will recommend the presence of an archaeological 
monitor during all ground disturbing activities associated with the construction of the HANO 
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housing including utilities, driveways, and out buildings at this location. This recommendation 
will be forthcoming following consultation with SHPO and federal tribes that have historic 
association to the vicinity of New Orleans. 

FEMA has determined a No Adverse Effect to Historic Properties with Conditions, and is 
currently seeking concurrence for this finding with SHPO and the Tribes. The conditions for the 
project include the presence of an archaeological monitor during all ground disturbing activities 
associated with the construction of the HANO housing including utilities, driveways, and out 
buildings at project location. The archaeological contractor must first submit a management 
summary and then a monitoring report to FEMA’s Historic Preservation Department. Both 
reports must meet the Louisiana Division of Archaeology’s report standards (ADD 
REFERENCE).  Any artifacts generated by the project will be washed, catalogued and identified. 
The material will be curated at the Louisiana Division of Archaeology’s Curation Facility at the 
Galvez Building, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. The applicant must also comply with the Louisiana 
Unmarked Human Burial Sites Preservation Act (R.S. 8:671 et seq.) and the Inadvertent 
Discovery Clause.  

5.0 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

According to the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations, cumulative impacts 
represent the impact on the environment that results from the incremental impact of the action 
when added to other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions, regardless of what 
agency (federal or non-federal) or person undertakes such other actions.  Cumulative impacts can 
result from individually minor but collectively significant actions taking place over a period of 
time (40 CFR 1508.7).” In accordance with NEPA and to the extent reasonable and practical, this 
EA considered the combined effect of the Proposed Action Alternative and other actions 
occurring or proposed in the vicinity of the proposed project site. FEMA has identified no other 
projects that, when added to the proposed project, would be expected to have a cumulative 
impact on the human and natural environment. 

 

6.0 CONDITIONS AND MITIGATION MEASURES 

Based upon the studies and consultations undertaken in this Supplemental EA, several conditions 
must be met and mitigation measures must be taken by the applicant prior to and during project 
implementation.  

 Lead hazards can be temporarily reduced by taking actions such as repairing damaged 
painted surfaces and planting grass to cover soil with high lead levels. These actions 
(called “interim controls”) are not permanent solutions and will need ongoing attention. 
Permanent abatement (or permanent hazard elimination) methods include removing or 
sealing lead-based paint with special materials, such as capping. HUD has monitoring 
and protocols that address lead contamination in soil.  EPA has adopted Lead Paint 
regulations as well(40 CFR Part 745). On-site soil testing will determine appropriate 
mitigation IAW these regulations. 
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 Vegetable gardens should be prohibited in lead-contaminated soil. Lead poisoning can 
result from eating produce grown in leaded soil.  Additional recommendations for lead in 
soil levels between 400 and 5,000 ppm (mg/kg):  

o Cover bare soil by planting grass, piling mulch or sand on top of it, or landscaping 
with sod and bushes. In areas near children’s playgrounds, cover soil with mulch 
and gravel piled at least 6 inches. 

o Move play areas away from contaminated soil. 

o Put doormats outside and inside all entryways. Remove shoes before entering. 

 If soil has a high lead level (usually above 5,000 ppm), remediation and management of 
the contamination should be initiated in accordance with applicable federal, state, and 
local regulations. 

 All work shall comply with EPA guidelines for removal of contaminated soils.  This will 
include testing for contaminates and determining the area of contamination. Excavation 
of contaminated soils and safe transport and proper disposal of contaminated soil in a 
regulated landfill.  Excavated contamination area will be lined with a geo textile 
membrane and clean soil will be used to replace contaminated soils. 

 A storm water pollution prevention plan should be prepared and BMP’s for storm water 
management should be implemented to minimize any detrimental effects to water quality 
during project implementation. 

 The conditions for the project include the presence of an archaeological monitor during 
all ground disturbing activities associated with the construction of the HANO housing 
including utilities, driveways, and out buildings at the project location. The 
archaeological contractor must first submit a management summary and then a 
monitoring report to FEMA’s Historic Preservation Department. Both reports must meet 
the Louisiana Division of Archaeology’s report standards (ADD REFERENCE). Any 
artifacts generated by the project will be washed, catalogued and identified. The material 
will be curated at the Louisiana Division of Archaeology’s Curation Facility at the 
Galvez Building, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  

 Any fill or borrow material used in the repair activities must be sourced from sites that do 
not contain any buried cultural materials (i.e. wells, cisterns, foundations, basements, 
prehistoric Indian artifacts, human burials, and the like).  If during the course of work, 
archaeological artifacts (prehistoric or historic) or human remains are discovered, the 
applicant shall stop work in the vicinity of the discovery and take all reasonable measures 
to avoid or minimize harm to the finds.  The applicant shall inform their Public 
Assistance contacts at FEMA, who will in turn contact FEMA Historic Preservation (HP) 
staff. The applicant will not proceed with work until FEMA HP completes consultation 
with the SHPO. In addition, if unmarked graves are present, compliance with the 
Louisiana Unmarked Human Burial Sites Preservation Act (R.S. 8:671 et seq.) is 
required. The applicant shall notify the law enforcement agency of the jurisdiction where 
the remains are located within twenty-four hours of the discovery. The applicant shall 
also notify FEMA and the Louisiana Division of Archaeology at 225-342-8170 within 
seventy-two hours of the discovery. Failure to comply with these stipulations may 
jeopardize receipt of FEMA funding. 
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 To reduce potential short-term effects to air quality from construction related activities, 
the contractor should use Best Management Practices to reduce fugitive dust generation 
and diesel emissions.   

 All construction activities should be conducted in a safe manner in accordance with 
OSHA requirements. 

 If hazardous constituents are unexpectedly encountered in the project area during the 
proposed construction operations, appropriate measures for the proper assessment, 
remediation and management of the contamination should be initiated in accordance with 
applicable federal, state, and local regulations. 

 Appropriate measures to prevent, minimize, and control spills of hazardous materials 
should be taken, and any hazardous and non-hazardous wastes generated should be 
disposed of in accordance with applicable federal, state, and local requirements.    

 The applicant is responsible for acquiring any necessary permits prior to commencing 
construction at the proposed project site in accordance with applicable local, state, and 
federal regulations. 
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FEMA PUBLIC NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY 

 
Draft Supplemental Environmental Assessment for 

Mazant-Royal Housing Development 
Orleans Parish, Louisiana 

 

Interested parties are hereby notified that the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
has prepared a Draft Supplemental Environmental Assessment (EA) and Draft Finding of No 
Significant Impact (FONSI) for the proposed construction of additional public housing at the 
Housing Authority of New Orleans’ (HANO) Mazant-Royal site.  The U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) prepared an EA and issued their FONSI for the 
proposed action in May 2007. Any federal agency may adopt another federal or state agency’s 
EA, and is encouraged to do so when such adoption would save time and money (40 CFR 
§1500.4(n), §1500.5(h), and §1506.3), providing the original document satisfies the agency’s 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requirements.  FEMA has adopted HUD’s EA and 
has also provided supplemental information relative to some of the resource categories.   

 

HANO has submitted an application for FEMA Public Assistance funding being administered in 
response to FEMA-1603-DR-LA, Hurricane Katrina, which was signed as a Presidential Disaster 
Declaration on August 29, 2005.  HANO proposes to construct nine new duplex buildings on a 
partially vacant square block.  There are currently two occupied HANO-owned buildings on the 
proposed site.    

 

In accordance with NEPA (42 U.S.C. 4371 et seq.), and associated environmental statutes, a 
Draft Supplemental EA was prepared to evaluate the proposed action’s potential impacts on the 
human and natural environment.  The Draft Supplemental EA summarizes the purpose and need 
for the proposed action, the site selection process, the affected environment, and the potential 
environmental consequences associated with the proposed action.  The Draft FONSI is FEMA’s 
finding that the proposed action will not have a significant effect on the human and natural 
environment. 

 

The public comment period will be for 15 days, from Friday, April 30, 2010 to Friday, May 14, 
2010.   Written comments on the proposal may be mailed to: 
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DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 

Federal Emergency Management Agency 

Environmental/Historic Preservation 

Mazant-Royal Project 

1 Seine Ct. 

New Orleans, LA 70114 

 

Or emailed to: FEMA-NOMA@dhs.gov or faxed to FEMA’s Transitional Recovery Office in 
New Orleans at 504-762-2323; and verbal comments will be accepted at 504-762-2361 between 
the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.  The Draft EA can be viewed and downloaded from 
FEMA’s website at www.fema.gov/plan/ehp/envdocuments/ea-region6.shtm and is also 
available for public review at the New Orleans Main Public Library, 219 Loyola Ave., New 
Orleans, LA 70112 and at the Alvar Library, 913 Alvar St., New Orleans, LA 70117. If no 
substantive comments are received, the Draft EA and associated FONSI will become final and 
this initial Public Notice will also serve as the final Public Notice. 
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