














FIGURESCALE

PROJ NO

TITLECLIENT

CHK BY

DR BY

DES BY

FILE

PROJ

REVISION NO

PROJECT LOCATION
Catholic Charities Housing Association of Biloxi

15708003

1

Santa Maria de la Mer Relocation Project

Source: USGS, Gulfport and Biloxi 1:100,000 quadrangles, Aerials Express Gulf Coast 2006

T
o

m
m

y
 M

u
n

ro
 D

riv
e
 

Popps Ferry Road

Medical Park Drive

Proposed 

Santa Maria de la Mer  

Relocation Site

Former 

Santa Maria de la Mer Location



FIGURESCALE

PROJ NO

TITLECLIENT

CHK BY

DR BY

DES BY

FILE

PROJ

REVISION NO

CONCEPTUAL SITE PLAN
Catholic Charities Housing Association of  Biloxi

15708003

2

Santa Maria de la Mer Senior Living Center Relocation Project

Source: Eley Guild Hardy Architects & Blitch Knevel Architects
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U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Federal Emergency Management Agency
Mississippi Recovery Office
Physical Address
220 Popps Ferry Rd.
Building A South
Biloxi, MS 39532

November 18, 2009

Mr. Jim Woodrick
FEMA Point of Contact
Mississippi Department of Archives and History
Historic Preservation Division
P.O. Box 571
Jackson, MS 39205-0571

Re: Request for Project Review - Santa Maria de la Mer Senior Center Relocation,
Harrison County, MS

Dear Mr. Woodrick:

The Catholic Charities Housing Association of Biloxi (Catholic Charities) has applied for
Federal funding from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to relocate the Santa
Maria de la Mer Senior Living Center (Center) to a new location approximately 5 miles
northwest of the original site. The former Center was located at 674 Beach Boulevard in Biloxi.
On August 29,2005, Hurricane Katrina made landfall in Mississippi, causing a storm surge and
high winds that severely damaged the Center. Damages exceeded the 50 percent
repair/replacement ratio, making the building eligible for demolition and replacement.

Catholic Charities proposes to relocate the Center to a 10.23-acre site on Medical Park Drive in
Biloxi. The proposed project site is bounded to the east by Biloxi Commerce Park and Tommy
Munro Drive, to the north by an unnamed tributary to the Tchoutacabouffa River, to the west by
a partially wooded lot and a former FEMA temporary trailer site, and to the south by the Catholic
Diocese Administrative Office and Popps Ferry Road. Access to the site would be provided via
Medical Park Drive. Catholic Charities would also acquire an adjacent 0.85-acre parcel along
Tommy Munroe Drive for the construction of an additional access road for the facility. The new
Center would use existing utilities along Medical Park Drive and Tommy Munro Drive,
including municipal water, sewer, and electricity.

The new Center would include a 163,892-square-foot building composed of two six-story
residential towers and a one-story common area, and parking lots. The main parcel of land is
owned by the Catholic Diocese of Biloxi; the parcel to be acquired for additional access is owned
by Harrison County Development Commission.
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Re: Request for Project Review - Santa Maria de la Mer Senior Center Relocation

Former Santa Maria de la Mer Site (674 Beach Boulevard

In 2006, FEMA completed Section 106 consultation for the demolition of the former facility,
located at 674 Beach Boulevard in Biloxi. Section 106 consultation for this component of the
undertaking was initiated by FEMA in a letter dated October 2, 2006. The Area of Potential
Effects (APE) for archeological resources was determined to be the pre-existing footprint of the
building and parking lot. The above-ground APE was not specified. FEMA made a
determination of "No Adverse Effect" on historic properties based on the lack of above-ground
historic properties in the APE and the adherence to a list of conditions regarding the
identification of additional archaeological resources that may exist on the property. The
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (MDAH, which serves as Mississippi's State
Historic Preservation Office [SHPO]) concurred with this determination on November 21,2006.

New Santa Maria de la Mer Site

Area of Potential Effects

In September and October 2009, a Nationwide Infrastructure Support Technical Assistance
Consultants (NISTAC) archaeologist and architectural historian, both qualified in their
respective disciplines under the Secretary of the Interior's Professional Qualification Standards
(36 CFR Part 61), conducted an assessment of the project's potential to affect historic properties
within the APE.

For above-ground resources, FEMA has determined the APE to consist of the new Santa Maria
de la Mer site as well as portions of adjacent parcels within an approximately '/4-milebuffer from
the proposed relocation site to account for indirect effects. The indirect APE extends north
toward the end of Tommy Munro Drive, south to Popps Ferry Road, east to what is visible from
the project site, and west to encompass a former FEMA temporary trailer site.

For archaeological resources, the APE consists of the site of the proposed undertaking, including
the 1O.23-acreparcel on which the new facility will be located and the adjacent 0.85-acre parcel
on which an access road will be constructed. Planned activities that have the potential to affect
archaeological resources include construction of the new buildings and associated impervious
surface for ingress, egress, and parking; and hardscape and landscape improvements, including
the construction of walking paths around the property.

Identification of Historic Properties

Above-ground Resources. An above-ground resources survey of the APE was conducted by
NISTAC architectural historian, Claudia Watson, on October 13,2009. Ms. Watson identified
one above-ground property 50 years old or older, a cemetery, within the APE. This cemetery has
been previously identified as archeological site 22HR872 and determined not eligible for listing
in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) as an archaeological site. The cemetery
burials span the period from circa 1860 to 1907, but the October 13 site visit revealed that the
existing headstones are replacements. Therefore, FEMA has determined that the cemetery is not
eligible for listing in the NRHP under any of the Criteria. No other above-ground resources over
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Re: Request for Project Review -Santa Maria de la Mer Senior Center Relocation

50 years of age were identified within the APE, nor were there any above-ground resources less
than 50 years of age that appeared to be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion Consideration G.

Archeological Resources. The proposed project site is situated inland on the coastal terrace at an
elevation from 8.83 meters (m; 29 feet [fi]) above mean sea level (AMSL) on the southern end to
6.4 m (21 fi) AMSL on the north end of the testing area. Previous investigations documented the
presence of six archeological sites within 1 mile (1.6 kIn) of the Santa Maria Relocation project
area. Three prehistoric sites (22HR869, 22HR870, and 22HR871) and one historic cemetery
(22HR872) were documented in 1999 directly east of the current project area, while a multi-
component prehistoric and historic site (22HR932) was identified in 2005 to the west of the
project area. Due to the proximity of prehistoric sites, the project area was determined to have a
high potential for the presence of prehistoric materials and/or sites. The project area's
environmental setting also contributed to the high potential for the presence of archeological
sites. The Back Bay of Biloxi within 1.75 miles to the south and the presence of a small wetland
located north of the property would have provided a wide variety of natural resources.

A Phase I Archeological Survey was conducted by NISTAC, with assistance from FEMA, on
September 20 - 24,2009. NISTAC was accompanied by a FEMA historic preservation
specialist during the field investigation. Due to the perceived high potential for encountering
archeological sites, a 20 -m- interval shovel test survey was conducted across the project area to
determine if any archeological materials or sites were present. A total of 98 STPs were
excavated within the project area. No artifacts were recovered and no cultural features were
identified.

Although the project area had been determined to have a high potential for the presence of
archeological materials based on the proximity of previously identified sites and its location near
the Tchoutacabouffa River, the topography and natural setting within the project area suggest
otherwise. The project area consists of a small creek/drainage, a wetland area along the northern
edge, and the slopes of two adjacent landforms. These particular topographic
features/environments are not particularly attractive for human occupation, as evidenced by the
presence of standing water across numerous portions of the project area. The upper, level
portions of the adjacent landforms would have provided the same access to nearby riverine
resources but provided better areas for occupation.

Determination of Effects

FEMA has determined that no above-ground historic properties are located within the APE, and,
therefore, no above-ground historic properties will be affected by the proposed undertaking.
Additionally, no archeological sites were identified during the Phase I Archeological Survey.
Accordingly, FEMA has determined that no additional work is required to identify archeological
resources within the APE, and therefore no archeological resources will be affected by the
proposed undertaking. If unexpected discoveries are made during the course of project
execution, FEMA will proceed in accordance with the statewide Programmatic Agreement.
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Re: Request for Project Review - Santa Maria de la Mer Senior Center Relocation

FEMA requests MDAH review of the enclosed Phase I Cultural Resources Survey Report and
concurrence with its findings and detenninations as presented above. If you have any questions
or need additional information, please contact Claudia Watson by telephone at (937) 689-9157 or
e-mail at claudia.watson@associates.dhs.gov.

Michael Grisham
Environmental Liaison Officer
FEMA-1604-DR-MS

Enclosure: Draft Phase I Cultural Resources Survey of the Proposed Santa Maria de la Mer
Senior Center Relocation Project (November 2009)
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u.s. Department of Homeland Security
Federal Emergency Management Agency
Mississippi Recovery Office
Physical Address
220 Popps Ferry Rd.
Building A South
Biloxi, MS 39532

November 18, 2009

Mr. Terry Cole
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma
P.O. Box 1210
Durant, OK 74701-1210

Re: Request for Project Review - Santa Maria de la Mer Senior Center Relocation,
Harrison County, MS

Dear Mr. Cole:

The Catholic Charities Housing Association of Biloxi (Catholic Charities) has applied for
Federal funding from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to relocate the Santa
Maria de la Mer Senior Living Center (Center) to a new location approximately 5 miles
northwest of the original site. The former Center was located at 674 Beach Boulevard in Biloxi.
On August 29,2005, Hurricane Katrina made landfall in Mississippi, causing a storm surge and
high winds that severely damaged the Center. Damages exceeded the 50 percent
repair/replacement ratio, making the building eligible for demolition and replacement.

Catholic Charities proposes to relocate the Center to a 10.23-acre site on Medical Park Drive in
Biloxi. The proposed project site is bounded to the east by Biloxi Commerce Park and Tommy
Munro Drive, to the north by an unnamed tributary to the Tchoutacabouffa River, to the west by
a partially wooded lot and a former FEMA temporary trailer site, and to the south by the Catholic
Diocese Administrative Office and Popps Ferry Road. Access to the site would be provided via
Medical Park Drive. Catholic Charities would also acquire an adjacent 0.85-acre parcel along
Tommy Munroe Drive for the construction of an additional access road for the facility. The new
Center would use existing utilities along Medical Park Drive and Tommy Munro Drive,
including municipal water, sewer, and electricity.

The new Center would include a 163,892-square-foot building composed of two six-story
residential towers and a one-story common area, and parking lots. The main parcel of land is
owned by the Catholic Diocese of Biloxi; the parcel to be acquired for additional access is owned
by Harrison County Development Commission.
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Re: Request for Project Review - Santa Maria de la Mer Senior Center Relocation

Former Santa Maria de la Mer Site (674 Beach Boulevard)

In 2006, FEMA completed Section 106 consultation for the demolition of the former facility,
located at 674 Beach Boulevard in Biloxi. Section 106 consultation for this component of the
undertaking was initiated by FEMA in a letter dated October 2, 2006. The Area of Potential
Effects (APE) for archeological resources was determined to be the pre-existing footprint of the
building and parking lot. The above-ground APE was not specified. FEMA made a
determination of "No Adverse Effe.ct"on historic properties based on the lack of above-ground
historic properties in the APE and the adherence to a list of conditions regarding the
identification of additional archaeological resources that may exist on the property. The
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (MDAH, which serves as Mississippi's State
Historic Preservation Office [SHPO]) concurred with this determination on November 21,2006.

New Santa Maria de la Mer Site

Area of Potential Effects

In September and October 2009, a Nationwide Infrastructure Support Technical Assistance
Consultants (NISTAC) archaeologist and architectural historian, both qualified in their
respective disciplines under the Secretary of the Interior's Professional Qualification Standards
(36 CFR Part 61), conducted an assessment of the project's potential to affect historic properties
within the APE.

For above-ground resources, FEMA has determined the APE to consist of the new Santa Maria
de la Mer site as well as portions of adjacent parcels within an approximately Y-t-milebuffer from
the proposed relocation site to account for indirect effects. The indirect APE extends north
toward the end of Tommy Munro Drive, south to Popps Ferry Road, east to what is visible from
the project site, and west to encompass a former FEMA temporary trailer site.

For archaeological resources, the APE consists of the site of the proposed undertaking, including
the 10.23-acre parcel on which the new facility will be located and the adjacent 0.85-acre parcel
on which an access road will be constructed. Planned activities that have the potential to affect
archaeological resources include construction of the new buildings and associated impervious
surface for ingress, egress, and parking; and hardscape and landscape improvements, including
the construction of walking paths around the property.

Identification of Historic Properties

Above-ground Resources. An above-ground resources survey of the APE was conducted by
NISTAC architectural historian, Claudia Watson, on October 13,2009. Ms. Watson identified
one above-ground property 50 years old or older, a cemetery, within the APE. This cemetery has
been previously identified as archeological site 22HR872 and determined not eligible for listing
in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) as an archaeological site. The cemetery
burials span the period from circa 1860 to 1907, but the October 13 site visit revealed that the
existing headstones are replacements. Therefore, FEMA has determined that the cemetery is not
eligible for listing in the NRHP under any of the Criteria. No other above-ground resources over
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Re: Request for Project Review - Santa Maria de la Mer Senior Center Relocation

50 years of age were identified within the APE, nor were there any above-ground resources less
than 50 years of age that appeared to be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion Consideration G.

Archeological Resources. The proposed project site is situated inland on the coastal terrace at an
elevation from 8.83 meters (m; 29 feet [fi]) above mean sea level (AMSL) on the southern end to
6.4 m (21 fi) AMSL on the north end of the testing area. Previous investigations documented the
presence of six archeological sites within 1 mile (1.6 Ian) of the Santa Maria Relocation project
area. Three prehistoric sites (22HR869, 22HR870, and 22HR871) and one historic cemetery
(22HR872) were documented in 1999 directly east of the current project area, while a multi-
component prehistoric and historic site (22HR932) was identified in 2005 to the west of the
project area. Due to the proximity of prehistoric sites, the project area was determined to have a
high potential for the presence of prehistoric materials and/or sites. The project area's
environmental setting also contributed to the high potential for the presence of archeological
sites. The Back Bay of Biloxi within 1.75 miles to the south and the presence of a small wetland
located north of the property would have provided a wide variety of natural resources.

A Phase I Archeological Survey was conducted by NISTAC, with assistance from FEMA, on
September 20 - 24,2009. NISTAC was accompanied by a FEMA historic preservation
specialist during the field investigation. Due to the perceived high potential for encountering
archeological sites, a 20 -m- interval shovel test survey was conducted across the project area to
determine if any archeological materials or sites were present. A total of 98 STPs were
excavated within the project area. No artifacts were recovered and no cultural features were
identified.

Although the project area had been determined to have a high potential for the presence of
archeological materials based on the proximity of previously identified sites and its location near
the Tchoutacabouffa River, the topography and natural setting within the project area suggest
otherwise. The project area consists of a small creek/drainage, a wetland area along the northern
edge, and the slopes of two adjacent landforms. These particular topographic
features/environments are not particularly attractive for human occupation, as evidenced by the
presence of standing water across numerous portions of the project area. The upper, level
portions of the adjacent landforms would have provided the same access to nearby riverine
resources but provided better areas for occupation.

Determination of Effects

FEMA has determined that no above-ground historic properties are located within the APE, and,
therefore, no above-ground historic properties will be affected by the proposed undertaking.
Additionally, no archeological sites were identified during the Phase I Archeological Survey.
Accordingly, FEMA has determined that no additional work is required to identify archeological
resources within the APE, and therefore no archeological resources will be affected by the
proposed undertaking. If unexpected discoveries are made during the course of project
execution, FEMA will proceed in accordance with the statewide Programmatic Agreement.
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Re: Request for Project Review - Santa Maria de la Mer Senior Center Relocation

FEMA requests THPO review of the enclosed Phase I Cultural Resources Survey Report and
concurrence with its findings and determinations as presented above. If you have any questions
or need additional information, please contact Claudia Watson by telephone at (937) 689-9157 or
e-mail at claudia.watson@associates.dhs.gov.

Michael Grisham
Environmental Liaison Officer
FEMA-1604-DR-MS

Enclosure: Draft Phase I Cultural Resources Survey o/the Proposed Santa Maria de la Mer
Senior Center Relocation Project (November 2009)
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U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Federal Emergency Management Agency
Mississippi Recovery Office
Physical Address
220 Popps Ferry Rd.
Building A South
Biloxi, MS 39532

November 18, 2009

Mr. Mike Tarpley
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Jena Band of Choctaw Indians
P.O. Box 14
Jena, LA 71342

Re: Request for Project Review - Santa Maria de la Mer Senior Center Relocation,
Harrison County, MS

Dear Mr. Tarpley:

The Catholic Charities Housing Association of Biloxi (Catholic Charities) has applied for
Federal funding from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to relocate the Santa
Maria de la Mer Senior Living Center (Center) to a new location approximately 5 miles
northwest of the original site. The former Center was located at 674 Beach Boulevard in Biloxi.
On August 29,2005, Hurricane Katrina made landfall in Mississippi, causing a storm surge and
high winds that severely damaged the Center. Damages exceeded the 50 percent
repair/replacement ratio, making the building eligible for demolition and replacement.

Catholic Charities proposes to relocate the Center to a 10.23-acre site on Medical Park Drive in
Biloxi. The proposed project site is bounded to the east by Biloxi Commerce Park and Tommy
Munro Drive, to the north by an unnamed tributary to the Tchoutacabouffa River, to the west by
a partially wooded lot and a former FEMA temporary trailer site, and to the south by the Catholic
Diocese Administrative Office and Popps Ferry Road. Access to the site would be provided via
Medical Park Drive. Catholic Charities would also acquire an adjacent 0.85-acre parcel along
Tommy Munroe Drive for the construction of an additional access road for the facility. The new
Center would use existing utilities along Medical Park Drive and Tommy Munro Drive,
including municipal water, sewer, and electricity.

The new Center would include a 163,892-square-foot building composed of two six-story
residential towers and a one-story common area, and parking lots. The main parcel of land is
owned by the Catholic Diocese of Biloxi; the parcel to be acquired for additional access is owned
by Harrison County Development Commission.
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Re: Request for Project Review - Santa Maria de la Mer Senior Center Relocation

Former Santa Maria de la Mer Site (674 Beach Boulevard

In 2006, FEMA completed Section 106 consultation for the demolition of the former facility,
located at 674 Beach Boulevard in Biloxi. Section 106 consultation for this component of the
undertaking was initiated by FEMA in a letter dated October 2,2006. The Area of Potential
Effects (APE) for archeological resources was determined to be the pre-existing footprint of the
building and parking lot. The above-ground APE was not specified. FEMA made a
determination of "No Adverse Effect" on historic properties based on the lack of above-ground
historic properties in the APE and the adherence to a list of conditions regarding the
identification of additional archaeological resources that may exist on the property. The
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (MDAH, which serves as Mississippi's State
Historic Preservation Office [SHPO]) concurred with this determination on November 21,2006.

New Santa Maria de la Mer Site

Area of Potential Effects

In September and October 2009, a Nationwide Infrastructure Support Technical Assistance
Consultants (NISTAC) archaeologist and architectural historian, both qualified in their
respective disciplines under the Secretary of the Interior's Professional Qualification Standards
(36 CFR Part 61), conducted an assessment of the project's potential to affect historic properties
within the APE.

For above-ground resources, FEMA has determined the APE to consist of the new Santa Maria
de la Mer site as well as portions of adjacent parcels within an approximately Y4-milebuffer from
the proposed relocation site to account for indirect effects. The indirect APE extends north
toward the end of Tommy Munro Drive, south to Popps Ferry Road, east to what is visible from
the project site, and west to encompass a former FEMA temporary trailer site.

For archaeological resources, the APE consists of the site of the proposed undertaking, including
the 10.23-acre parcel on which the new facility will be located and the adjacent 0.85-acre parcel
on which an access road will be constructed. Planned activities that have the potential to affect
archaeological resources include construction of the new buildings and associated impervious
surface for ingress, egress, and parking; and hardscape and landscape improvements, including
the construction of walking paths around the property.

Identification of Historic Properties

Above-ground Resources. An above-ground resources survey of the APE was conducted by
NISTAC architectural historian, Claudia Watson, on October 13,2009. Ms. Watson identified
one above-ground property 50 years old or older, a cemetery, within the APE. This cemetery has
been previously identified as archeological site 22HR872 and determined not eligible for listing
in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) as an archaeological site. The cemetery
burials span the period from circa 1860 to 1907, but the October 13 site visit revealed that the
existing headstones are replacements. Therefore, FEMA has determined that the cemetery is not
eligible for listing in the NRHP under any of the Criteria. No other above-ground resources over
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Re: Requestfor Project Review- Santa Maria de la Mer Senior Center Relocation

50 years of age were identified within the APE, nor were there any above-ground resources less
than 50 years of age that appeared to be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion Consideration G.

Archeological Resources. The proposed project site is situated inland on the coastal terrace at an
elevation from 8.83 meters (m; 29 feet [fi]) above mean sea level (AMSL) on the southern end to
6.4 m (21 fi) AMSL on the north end of the testing area. Previous investigations documented the
presence of six archeological sites within 1 mile (1.6 Ian) of the Santa Maria Relocation project
area. Three prehistoric sites (22HR869, 22HR870, and 22HR871) and one historic cemetery
(22HR872) were documented in 1999 directly east of the current project area, while a multi-
component prehistoric and historic site (22HR932) was identified in 2005 to the west of the
project area. Due to the proximity of prehistoric sites, the project area was determined to have a
high potential for the presence of prehistoric materials and/or sites. The project area's
environmental setting also contributed to the high potential for the presence of archeological
sites. The Back Bay of Biloxi within 1.75 miles to the south and the presence of a small wetland
located north of the property would have provided a wide variety of natural resources.

A Phase I Archeological Survey was conducted by NISTAC, with assistance from FEMA, on
September 20 - 24,2009. NISTAC was accompanied by a FEMA historic preservation
specialist during the field investigation. Due to the perceived high potential for encountering
archeological sites, a 20 -m- interval shovel test survey was conducted across the project area to
determine if any archeological materials or sites were present. A total of 98 STPs were
excavated within the project area. No artifacts were recovered and no cultural features were
identified.

Although the project area had been determined to have a high potential for the presence of
archeological materials based on the proximity of previously identified sites and its location near
the Tchoutacabouffa River, the topography and natural setting within the project area suggest
otherwise. The project area consists of a small creek/drainage, a wetland area along the northern
edge, and the slopes of two adjacent landforms. These particular topographic
features/environments are not particularly attractive for human occupation, as evidenced by the
presence of standing water across numerous portions of the project area. The upper, level
portions of the adjacent landforms would have provided the same access to nearby riverine
resources but provided better areas for occupation.

Determination of Effects

FEMA has determined that no above-ground historic properties are located within the APE, and,
therefore, no above-ground historic properties will be affected by the proposed undertaking.
Additionally, no archeological sites were identified during the Phase I Archeological Survey.
Accordingly, FEMA has determined that no additional work is required to identify archeological
resources within the APE, and therefore no archeological resources will be affected by the
proposed undertaking. If unexpected discoveries are made during the course of project
execution, FEMA will proceed in accordance with the statewide Programmatic Agreement.
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Re: Request for Project Review - Santa Maria de la Mer Senior Center Relocation

FEMA requests THPO review of the enclosed Phase I Cultural Resources Survey Report and
concurrence with its findings and detenninations as presented above. If you have any questions
or need additional infonnation, please contact Claudia Watson by telephone at (937) 689-9157 or
e-mail at claudia.watson@associates.dhs.gov.

Michael Grisham
Environmental Liaison Officer
FEMA-1604-DR-MS

Enclosure: Draft Phase I Cultural Resources Survey of the Proposed Santa Maria de la Mer
Senior Center Relocation Project (November 2009)
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U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Federal Emergency Management Agency
Mississippi Recovery Office
Pbysical Address
220 Popps Ferry Rd.
Building A Soutb
Biloxi, MS 39532

November 18, 2009

Mr. Kenneth Carleton
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer/Archaeologist
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians
P.O. Box 6257 or Industrial Road
Choctaw, MS 39350

Re: Request for Project Review - Santa Maria de la Mer Senior Center Relocation,
Harrison County, MS

Dear Mr. Carleton:

The Catholic Charities Housing Association of Biloxi (Catholic Charities) has applied for
Federal funding from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to relocate the Santa
Maria de la Mer Senior Living Center (Center) to a new location approximately 5 miles
northwest of the original site. The former Center was located at 674 Beach Boulevard in Biloxi.
On August 29,2005, Hurricane Katrina made landfall in Mississippi, causing a storm surge and
high winds that severely damaged the Center. Damages exceeded the 50 percent
repair/replacement ratio, making the building eligible for demolition and replacement.

Catholic Charities proposes to relocate the Center to a 10.23-acre site on Medical Park Drive in
Biloxi. The proposed project site is bounded to the east by Biloxi Commerce Park and Tommy
Munro Drive, to the north by an unnamed tributary to the Tchoutacabouffa River, to the west by
a partially wooded lot and a former FEMA temporary trailer site, and to the south by the Catholic
Diocese Administrative Office and Popps Ferry Road. Access to the site would be provided via
Medical Park Drive. Catholic Charities would also acquire an adjacent 0.85-acre parcel along
Tommy Munroe Drive for the construction of an additional access road for the facility. The new
Center would use existing utilities along Medical Park Drive and Tommy Munro Drive,
including municipal water, sewer, and electricity.

The new Center would include a 163,892-square-foot building composed of two six-story
residential towers and a one-story common area, and parking lots. The main parcel of land is
owned by the Catholic Diocese of Biloxi; the parcel to be acquired for additional access is owned
by Harrison County Development Commission.
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Re: Request for Project Review -Santa Maria de la Mer Senior Center Relocation

Former Santa Maria de la Mer Site (674 Beach Boulevard)

In 2006, FEMA completed Section 106 consultation for the demolition of the former facility,
located at 674 Beach Boulevard in Biloxi. Section 106 consultation for this component of the
undertaking was initiated by FEMA in a letter dated October 2,2006. The Area of Potential
Effects (APE) for archeological resources was determined to be the pre-existing footprint of the
building and parking lot. The above-ground APE was not specified. FEMA made a
determination of "No Adverse Effect" on historic properties based on the lack of above-ground
historic properties in the APE and the adherence to a list of conditions regarding the
identification of additional archaeological resources that may exist on the property. The
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (MDAH, which serves as Mississippi's State
Historic Preservation Office [SHPO]) concurred with this determination on November 21,2006.

New Santa Maria de la Mer Site

Area of Potential Effects

In September and October 2009, a Nationwide Infrastructure Support Technical Assistance
Consultants (NISTAC) archaeologist and architectural historian, both qualified in their
respective disciplines under the Secretary of the Interior's Professional Qualification Standards
(36 CFR Part 61), conducted an assessment of the project's potential to affect historic properties
within the APE.

For above-ground resources, FEMA has determined the APE to consist of the new Santa Maria
de la Mer site as well as portions of adjacent parcels within an approximately '4-mile buffer from
the proposed relocation site to account for indirect effects. The indirect APE extends north
toward the end of Tommy Munro Drive, south to Popps Ferry Road, east to what is visible from
the project site, and west to encompass a former FEMA temporary trailer site.

For archaeological resources, the APE consists of the site of the proposed undertaking, including
the 10.23-acre parcel on which the new facility will be located and the adjacent 0.85-acre parcel
on which an access road will be constructed. Planned activities that have the potential to affect
archaeological resources include construction of the new buildings and associated impervious
surface for ingress, egress, and parking; and hardscape and landscape improvements, including
the construction of walking paths around the property.

Identification of Historic Properties

Above-ground Resources. An above-ground resources survey of the APE was conducted by
NISTAC architectural historian, Claudia Watson, on October 13,2009. Ms. Watson identified
one above-ground property 50 years old or older, a cemetery, within the APE. This cemetery has
been previously identified as archeological site 22HR872 and determined not eligible for listing
in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHp) as an archaeological site. The cemetery
burials span the period from circa 1860 to 1907, but the October 13 site visit revealed that the
existing headstones are replacements. Therefore, FEMA has determined that the cemetery is not
eligible for listing in the NRHP under any of the Criteria. No other above-ground resources over
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Re: Request for Project Review - Santa Maria de la Mer Senior Center Relocation

50 years of age were identified within the APE, nor were there any above-ground resources less
than 50 years of age that appeared to be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion Consideration G.

Archeological Resources. The proposed project site is situated inland on the coastal terrace at an
elevation from 8.83 meters (m; 29 feet [fi]) above mean sea level (AMSL) on the southern end to
6.4 m (21 fi) AMSL on the north end of the testing area. Previous investigations documented the
presence of six archeological sites within 1 mile (1.6 km) of the Santa Maria Relocation project
area. Three prehistoric sites (22HR869, 22HR870, and 22HR871) and one historic cemetery
(22HR872) were documented in 1999 directly east of the current project area, while a multi-
component prehistoric and historic site (22HR932) was identified in 2005 to the west of the
project area. Due to the proximity of prehistoric sites, the project area was determined to have a
high potential for the presence of prehistoric materials and/or sites. The project area's
environmental setting also contributed to the high potential for the presence of archeological
sites. The Back Bay of Biloxi within 1.75 miles to the south and the presence of a small wetland
located north of the property would have provided a wide variety of natural resources.

A Phase I Archeological Survey was conducted by NISTAC, with assistance from FEMA, on
September 20 - 24,2009. NISTAC was accompanied by a FEMA historic preservation
specialist during the field investigation. Due to the perceived high potential for encountering
archeological sites, a 20 -m- interval shovel test survey was conducted across the project area to
determine if any archeological materials or sites were present. A total of 98 STPs were
excavated within the project area. No artifacts were recovered and no cultural features were
identified.

Although the project area had been determined to have a high potential for the presence of
archeological materials based on the proximity of previously identified sites and its location near
the Tchoutacabouffa River, the topography and natural setting within the project area suggest
otherwise. The project area consists of a small creek/drainage, a wetland area along the northern
edge, and the slopes of two adjacent landforms. These particular topographic
features/environments are not particularly attractive for human occupation, as evidenced by the
presence of standing water across numerous portions of the project area. The upper, level
portions of the adjacent landforms would have provided the same access to nearby riverine
resources but provided better areas for occupation.

Determination of Effects

FEMA has determined that no above-ground historic properties are located within the APE, and,
therefore, no above-ground historic properties will be affected by the proposed undertaking.
Additionally, no archeological sites were identified during the Phase I Archeological Survey.
Accordingly, FEMA has determined that no additional work is required to identify archeological
resources within the APE, and therefore no archeological resources will be affected by the
proposed undertaking. If unexpected discoveries are made during the course of project
execution, FEMA will proceed in accordance with the statewide Programmatic Agreement.
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Re: Request for Project Review - Santa Maria de la Mer Senior Center Relocation

FEMA requests THPO review of the enclosed Phase I Cultural Resources Survey Report and
concurrence with its fmdings and determinations as presented above. If you have any questions
or need additional infonnation, please contact Claudia Watson by telephone at (937) 689-9157 or
e-mail at claudia.watson@associates.dhs.gov.

Michael Grisham
Environmental Liaison Officer
FEMA-1604-DR-MS

Enclosure: Draft Phase I Cultural Resources Survey of the Proposed Santa Maria de la Mer
Senior Center Relocation Project (November 2009)
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u.s. Department of Homeland Security
Federal Emergency Management Agency
Mississippi Recovery Office
Physical Address
220 Popps Ferry Rd.
Building A South
Biloxi, MS 39532

November 18, 2009

Ms. Natalie Deere
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Seminole Nation of Oklahoma
P.O. Box 1498
Wewoka, OK 74884

Re: Request for Project Review - Santa Maria de la Mer Senior Center Relocation,
Harrison County, MS

Dear Ms. Deere:

The Catholic Charities Housing Association of Biloxi (Catholic Charities) has applied for
Federal funding from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to relocate the Santa
Maria de la Mer Senior Living Center (Center) to a new location approximately 5 miles
northwest of the original site. The former Center was located at 674 Beach Boulevard in Biloxi.
On August 29,2005, Hurricane Katrina made landfall in Mississippi, causing a storm surge and
high winds that severely damaged the Center. Damages exceeded the 50 percent
repair/replacement ratio, making the building eligible for demolition and replacement.

Catholic Charities proposes to relocate the Center to a 10.23-acre site on Medical Park Drive in
Biloxi. The proposed project site is bounded to the east by Biloxi Commerce Park and Tommy
Munro Drive, to the north by an unnamed tributary to the Tchoutacabouffa River, to the west by
a partially wooded lot and a former FEMA temporary trailer site, and to the south by the Catholic
Diocese Administrative Office and Popps Ferry Road. Access to the site would be provided via
Medical Park Drive. Catholic Charities would also acquire an adjacent 0.85-acre parcel along
Tommy Munroe Drive for the construction of an additional access road for the facility. The new
Center would use existing utilities along Medical Park Drive and Tommy Munro Drive,
including municipal water, sewer, and electricity.

The new Center would include a 163,892-square-foot building composed of two six-story
residential towers and a one-story common area, and parking lots. The main parcel of land is
owned by the Catholic Diocese of Biloxi; the parcel to be acquired for additional access is owned
by Harrison County Development Commission.
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Re: Request for Project Review - Santa Maria de la Mer Senior Center Relocation

Former Santa Maria de la Mer Site (674 Beach Boulevard)

In 2006, FEMA completed Section 106 consultation for the demolition of the former facility,
located at 674 Beach Boulevard in Biloxi. Section 106 consultation for this component of the
undertaking was initiated by FEMA in a letter dated October 2,2006. The Area of Potential
Effects (APE) for archeological resources was determined to be the pre-existing footprint of the
building and parking lot. The above-ground APE was not specified. FEMA made a
determination of "No Adverse Effect" on historic properties based on the lack of above-ground
historic properties in the APE and the adherence to a list of conditions regarding the
identification of additional archaeological resources that may exist on the property. The
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (MDAH, which serves as Mississippi's State
Historic Preservation Office [SHPO]) concurred with this determination on November 21,2006.

New Santa Maria de la Mer Site

Area of Potential Effects

In September and October 2009, a Nationwide Infrastructure Support Technical Assistance
Consultants (NISTAC) archaeologist and architectural historian, both qualified in their
respective disciplines under the Secretary of the Interior's Professional Qualification Standards
(36 CFR Part 61), conducted an assessment of the project's potential to affect historic properties
within the APE.

For above-ground resources, FEMA has determined the APE to consist of the new Santa Maria
de la Mer site as well as portions of adjacent parcels within an approximately Y-.-milebuffer from
the proposed relocation site to account for indirect effects. The indirect APE extends north
toward the end of Tommy Munro Drive, south to Popps Ferry Road, east to what is visible from
the project site, and west to encompass a former FEMA temporary trailer site.

For archaeological resources, the APE consists of the site of the proposed undertaking, including
the 10.23-acre parcel on which the new facility will be located and the adjacent 0.85-acre parcel
on which an access road will be constructed. Planned activities that have the potential to affect
archaeological resources include construction of the new buildings and associated impervious
surface for ingress, egress, and parking; and hardscape and landscape improvements, including
the construction of walking paths around the property.

Identification of Historic Properties

Above-ground Resources. An above-ground resources survey of the APE was conducted by
NISTAC architectural historian, Claudia Watson, on October 13,2009. Ms. Watson identified
one above-ground property 50 years old or older, a cemetery, within the APE. This cemetery has
been previously identified as archeological site 22HR872 and determined not eligible for listing
in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) as an archaeological site. The cemetery
burials span the period from circa 1860 to 1907, but the October 13 site visit revealed that the
existing headstones are replacements. Therefore, FEMA has determined that the cemetery is not
eligible for listing in the NRHP under any of the Criteria. No other above-ground resources over
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Re: Request for Project Review - Santa Maria de la Mer Senior Center Relocation

50 years of age were identified within the APE, nor were there any above-ground resources less
than 50 years of age that appeared to be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion Consideration G.

Archeological Resources. The proposed project site is situated inland on the coastal terrace at an
elevation from 8.83 meters (m; 29 feet [fi]) above mean sea level (AMSL) on the southern end to
6.4 m (21 fi) AMSL on the north end of the testing area. Previous investigations documented the
presence of six archeological sites within 1 mile (1.6 Ian) of the Santa Maria Relocation project
area. Three prehistoric sites (22HR869, 22HR870, and 22HR871) and one historic cemetery
(22HR872) were documented in 1999 directly east of the current project area, while a multi-
component prehistoric and historic site (22HR932) was identified in 2005 to the west of the
project area. Due to the proximity of prehistoric sites, the project area was determined to have a
high potential for the presence of prehistoric materials and/or sites. The project area's
environmental setting also contributed to the high potential for the presence of archeological
sites. The Back Bay of Biloxi within 1.75 miles to the south and the presence of a small wetland
located north of the property would have provided a wide variety of natural resources.

A Phase I Archeological Survey was conducted by NISTAC, with assistance from FEMA, on
September 20 - 24,2009. NISTAC was accompanied by a FEMA historic preservation
specialist during the field investigation. Due to the perceived high potential for encountering
archeological sites, a 20 -m- interval shovel test survey was conducted across the project area to
determine if any archeological materials or sites were present. A total of 98 STPs were
excavated within the project area. No artifacts were recovered and no cultural features were
identified.

Although the project area had been determined to have a high potential for the presence of
archeological materials based on the proximity of previously identified sites and its location near
the Tchoutacabouffa River, the topography and natural setting within the project area suggest
otherwise. The project area consists of a small creek/drainage, a wetland area along the northern
edge, and the slopes of two adjacent landforms. These particular topographic
features/environments are not particularly attractive for human occupation, as evidenced by the
presence of standing water across numerous portions of the project area. The upper, level
portions of the adjacent landforms would have provided the same access to nearby riverine
resources but provided better areas for occupation.

Determination of Effects

FEMA has determined that no above-ground historic properties are located within the APE, and,
therefore, no above-ground historic properties will be affected by the proposed undertaking.
Additionally, no archeological sites were identified during the Phase I Archeological Survey.
Accordingly, FEMA has determined that no additional work is required to identify archeological
resources within the APE, and therefore no archeological resources will be affected by the
proposed undertaking. If unexpected discoveries are made during the course of project
execution, FEMA will proceed in accordance with the statewide Programmatic Agreement.
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Re: Request for Project Review - Santa Maria de la Mer Senior Center Relocation

FEMA requests THPO review of the enclosed Phase I Cultural Resources Survey Report and
concurrence with its findings and detenninations as presented above. If you have any questions
or need additional infonnation, please contact Claudia Watson by telephone at (937) 689-9157 or
e-mail at claudia.watson@associates.dhs.gov.

Michael Grisham
Environmental Liaison Officer
FEMA-1604-DR-MS

Enclosure: Draft Phase I Cultural Resources Survey of the Proposed Santa Maria de la Mer
Senior Center Relocation Project (November 2009)
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u.s. Department of Homeland Security
Federal Emergency Management Agency
Mississippi Recovery Office
Physical Address
220 Popps Ferry Rd.
Building A South
Biloxi, MS 39532

November 18, 2009

Mr. Willard Steele
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Seminole Tribe of Florida
HC 61, Box 2.1-A
Clewiston, FL 33440

Re: Request for Project Review - Santa Maria de la Mer Senior Center Relocation,
Harrison County, MS

Dear Mr. Steele:

The Catholic Charities Housing Association of Biloxi (Catholic Charities) has applied for
Federal funding from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to relocate the Santa
Maria de la Mer Senior Living Center (Center) to a new location approximately 5 miles
northwest of the original site. The former Center was located at 674 Beach Boulevard in Biloxi.
On August 29,2005, Hurricane Katrina made landfall in Mississippi, causing a storm surge and
high winds that severely damaged the Center. Damages exceeded the 50 percent
repair/replacement ratio, making the building eligible for demolition and replacement.

Catholic Charities proposes to relocate the Center to a 10.23-acre site on Medical Park Drive in
Biloxi. The proposed project site is bounded to the east by Biloxi Commerce Park and Tommy
Munro Drive, to the north by an unnamed tributary to the Tchoutacabouffa River, to the west by
a partially wooded lot and a former FEMA temporary trailer site, and to the south by the Catholic
Diocese Administrative Office and Popps Ferry Road. Access to the site would be provided via
Medical Park Drive. Catholic Charities would also acquire an adjacent 0.85-acre parcel along
Tommy Munroe Drive for the construction of an additional access road for the facility. The new
Center would use existing utilities along Medical Park Drive and Tommy Munro Drive,
including municipal water, sewer, and electricity.

The new Center would include a 163,892-square-foot building composed of two six-story
residential towers and a one-story common area, and parking lots. The main parcel of land is
owned by the Catholic Diocese of Biloxi; the parcel to be acquired for additional access is owned
by Harrison County Development Commission.
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Re: Request for Project Review - Santa Maria de la Mer Senior Center Relocation

Former Santa Maria de la Mer Site (674 Beach Boulevard)

In 2006, FEMA completed Section 106 consultation for the demolition of the former facility,
located at 674 Beach Boulevard in Biloxi. Section 106 consultation for this component of the
undertaking was initiated by FEMA in a letter dated October 2, 2006. The Area of Potential
Effects (APE) for archeological resources was determined to be the pre-existing footprint of the
building and parking lot. The above-ground APE was not specified. FEMA made a
determination of "No Adverse Effect" on historic properties based on the lack of above-ground
historic properties in the APE and the adherence to a list of conditions regarding the
identification of additional archaeological resources that may exist on the property. The
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (MDAH, which serves as Mississippi's State
Historic Preservation Office [SHPO]) concurred with this determination on November 21,2006.

New Santa Maria de la Mer Site

Area of Potential Effects

In September and October 2009, a Nationwide Inftastructure Support Technical Assistance
Consultants (NISTAC) archaeologist and architectural historian, both qualified in their
respective disciplines under the Secretary of the Interior's Professional Qualification Standards
(36 CFR Part 61), conducted an assessment of the project's potential to affect historic properties
within the APE.

For above-ground resources, FEMA has determined the APE to consist of the new Santa Maria
de la Mer site as well as portions of adjacent parcels within an approximately ~-mile buffer from
the proposed relocation site to account for indirect effects. The indirect APE extends north
toward the end of Tommy Munro Drive, south to Popps Ferry Road, east to what is visible from
the project site, and west to encompass a former FEMA temporary trailer site.

For archaeological resources, the APE consists of the site of the proposed undertaking, including
the 10.23-acre parcel on which the new facility will be located and the adjacent 0.85-acre parcel
on which an access road will be constructed. Planned activities that have the potential to affect
archaeological resources include construction of the new buildings and associated impervious
surface for ingress, egress, and parking; and hardscape and landscape improvements, including
the construction of walking paths around the property.

Identification of Historic Properties

Above-ground Resources. An above-ground resources survey of the APE was conducted by
NISTAC architectural historian, Claudia Watson, on October 13,2009. Ms. Watson identified
one above-ground property 50 years old or older, a cemetery, within the APE. This cemetery has
been previously identified as archeological site 22HR872 and determined not eligible for listing
in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) as an archaeological site. The cemetery
burials span the period from circa 1860 to 1907, but the October 13 site visit revealed that the
existing headstones are replacements. Therefore, FEMA has determined that the cemetery is not
eligible for listing in the NRHP under any of the Criteria. No other above-ground resources over
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Re: Request for Project Review - Santa Maria de la Mer Senior Center Relocation

50 years of age were identified within the APE, nor were there any above-ground resources less
than 50 years of age that appeared to be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion Consideration G.

Archeological Resources. The proposed project site is situated inland on the coastal terrace at an
elevation from 8.83 meters (m; 29 feet [ftn above mean sea level (AMSL) on the southern end to
6.4 m (21 ft) AMSL on the north end of the testing area. Previous investigations documented the
presence of six archeological sites within 1 mile (1.6 kIn) of the Santa Maria Relocation project
area. Three prehistoric sites (22HR869, 22HR870, and 22HR871) and one historic cemetery
(22HR872) were documented in 1999 directly east of the current project area, while a multi-
component prehistoric and historic site (22HR932) was identified in 2005 to the west of the
project area. Due to the proximity of prehistoric sites, the project area was determined to have a
high potential for the presence of prehistoric materials and/or sites. The project area's
environmental setting also contributed to the high potential for the presence of archeological
sites. The Back Bay of Biloxi within 1.75 miles to the south and the presence of a small wetland
located north of the property would have provided a wide variety of natural resources.

A Phase I Archeological Survey was conducted by NISTAC, with assistance from FEMA, on
September 20 - 24, 2009. NISTAC was accompanied by a FEMA historic preservation
specialist during the field investigation. Due to the perceived high potential for encountering
archeological sites, a 20 -m- interval shovel test survey was conducted across the project area to
determine if any archeological materials or sites were present. A total of 98 STPs were
excavated within the project area. No artifacts were recovered and no cultural features were
identified.

Although the project area had been determined to have a high potential for the presence of
archeological materials based on the proximity of previously identified sites and its location near
the Tchoutacabouffa River, the topography and natural setting within the project area suggest
otherwise. The project area consists of a small creek/drainage, a wetland area along the northern
edge, and the slopes of two adjacent landforms. These particular topographic
features/environments are not particularly attractive for human occupation, as evidenced by the
presence of standing water across numerous portions of the project area. The upper, level
portions of the adjacent landforms would have provided the same access to nearby riverine
resources but provided better areas for occupation.

Determination of Effects

FEMA has determined that no above-ground historic properties are located within the APE, and,
therefore, no above-ground historic properties will be affected by the proposed undertaking.
Additionally, no archeological sites were identified during the Phase I Archeological Survey.
Accordingly, FEMA has determined that no additional work is required to identify archeological
resources within the APE, and therefore no archeological resources will be affected by the
proposed undertaking. If unexpected discoveries are made during the course of project
execution, FEMA will proceed in accordance with the statewide Programmatic Agreement.
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Re: Request for Project Review - Santa Maria de la Mer Senior Center Relocation

FEMA requests THPO review of the enclosed Phase I Cultural Resources Survey Report and
concurrence with its findings and determinations as presented above. If you have any questions
or need additional information, please contact Claudia Watson by telephone at (937) 689-9157 or
e-mail at claudia.watson@associates.dhs.gov.

Michael Grisham
Environmental Liaison Officer
FEMA-1604-DR-MS

Enclosure: Draft Phase I Cultural Resources Survey of the Proposed Santa Maria de la Mer
Senior Center Relocation Project (November 2009)
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u.s. Department of Homeland Security
Federal Emergency Management Agency
Mississippi Recovery Office
Physical Address
220 Popps Ferry Rd.
Building A South
Biloxi, MS 39532

November 18, 2009

Mr. Charles Coleman
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Thlopthlocco Tribal Town
P.O. Box 188
Okemah, OK 74859

Re: Request for Project Review - Santa Maria de la Mer Senior Center Relocation,
Harrison County, MS

Dear Mr. Coleman:

The Catholic Charities Housing Association of Biloxi (Catholic Charities) has applied for
Federal funding from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to relocate the Santa
Maria de la Mer Senior Living Center (Center) to a new location approximately 5 miles
northwest of the original site. The former Center was located at 674 Beach Boulevard in Biloxi.
On August 29,2005, Hurricane Katrina made landfall in Mississippi, causing a storm surge and
high winds that severely damaged the Center. Damages exceeded the 50 percent
repair/replacement ratio, making the building eligible for demolition and replacement.

Catholic Charities proposes to relocate the Center to a 10.23-acre site on Medical Park Drive in
Biloxi. The proposed project site is bounded to the east by Biloxi Commerce Park and Tommy
Munro Drive, to the north by an unnamed tributary to the Tchoutacabouffa River, to the west by
a partially wooded lot and a former FEMA temporary trailer site, and to the south by the Catholic
Diocese Administrative Office and Popps Ferry Road. Access to the site would be provided via
Medical Park Drive. Catholic Charities would also acquire an adjacent 0.85-acre parcel along
Tommy Munroe Drive for the construction of an additional access road for the facility. The new
Center would use existing utilities along Medical Park Drive and Tommy Munro Drive,
including municipal water, sewer, and electricity.

The new Center would include a 163,892-square-foot building composed of two six-story
residential towers and a one-story common area, and parking lots. The main parcel of land is
owned by the Catholic Diocese of Biloxi; the parcel to be acquired for additional access is owned
by Harrison County Development Commission.
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Re: Request for Project Review - Santa Maria de la Mer Senior Center Relocation

Former Santa Maria de la Mer Site (674 Beach Boulevard

In 2006, FEMA completed Section 106 consultation for the demolition of the former facility,
located at 674 Beach Boulevard in Biloxi. Section 106 consultation for this component of the
undertaking was initiated by FEMA in a letter dated October 2, 2006. The Area of Potential
Effects (APE) for archeological resources was determined to be the pre-existing footprint of the
building and parking lot. The above-ground APE was not specified. FEMA made a
determination of "No Adverse Effect" on historic properties based on the lack of above-ground
historic properties in the APE and the adherence to a list of conditions regarding the
identification of additional archaeological resources that may exist on the property. The
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (MDAH, which serves as Mississippi's State
Historic Preservation Office [SHPO]) concurred with this determination on November 21,2006.

New Santa Maria de la Mer Site

Area of Potential Effects

In September and October 2009, a Nationwide Infrastructure Support Technical Assistance
Consultants (NISTAC) archaeologist and architectural historian, both qualified in their
respective disciplines under the Secretary of the Interior's Professional Qualification Standards
(36 CFR Part 61), conducted an assessment of the project's potential to affect historic properties
within the APE.

For above-ground resources, FEMA has determined the APE to consist of the new Santa Maria
de la Mer site as well as portions of adjacent parcels within an approximately 1f4-milebuffer from
the proposed relocation site to account for indirect effects. The indirect APE extends north
toward the end of Tommy Munro Drive, south to Popps Ferry Road, east to what is visible from
the project site, and west to encompass a former FEMA temporary trailer site.

For archaeological resources, the APE consists of the site of the proposed undertaking, including
the 10.23-acre parcel on which the new facility will be located and the adjacent 0.85-acre parcel
on which an access road will be constructed. Planned activities that have the potential to affect
archaeological resources include construction of the new buildings and associated impervious
surface for ingress, egress, and parking; and hardscape and landscape improvements, including
the construction of walking paths around the property.

Identification of Historic Properties

Above-ground Resources. An above-ground resources survey of the APE was conducted by
NISTAC architectural historian, Claudia Watson, on October 13,2009. Ms. Watson identified
one above-ground property 50 years old or older, a cemetery, within the APE. This cemetery has
been previously identified as archeological site 22HR872 and determined not eligible for listing
in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) as an archaeological site. The cemetery
burials span the period from circa 1860 to 1907, but the October 13 site visit revealed that the
existing headstones are replacements. Therefore, FEMA has determined that the cemetery is not
eligible for listing in the NRHP under any of the Criteria. No other above-ground resources over
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Re: Request for Project Review - Santa Maria de la Mer Senior Center Relocation

50 years of age were identified within the APE, nor were there any above-ground resources less
than 50 years of age that appeared to be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion Consideration G.

Archeological Resources. The proposed project site is situated inland on the coastal terrace at an
elevation from 8.83 meters (m; 29 feet [fi]) above mean sea level (AMSL) on the southern end to
6.4 m (21 fi) AMSL on the north end of the testing area. Previous investigations documented the
presence of six archeological sites within 1 mile (1.6 Ian) of the Santa Maria Relocation project
area. Three prehistoric sites (22HR869, 22HR870, and 22HR871) and one historic cemetery
(22HR872) were documented in 1999 directly east of the current project area, while a multi-
component prehistoric and historic site (22HR932) was identified in 2005 to the west of the
project area. Due to the proximity of prehistoric sites, the project area was determined to have a
high potential for the presence of prehistoric materials and/or sites. The project area's
environmental setting also contributed to the high potential for the presence of archeological
sites. The Back Bay of Biloxi within 1.75 miles to the south and the presence of a small wetland
located north of the property would have provided a wide variety of natural resources.

A Phase I Archeological Survey was conducted by NISTAC, with assistance from FEMA, on
September 20 - 24,2009. NISTAC was accompanied by a FEMA historic preservation
specialist during the field investigation. Due to the perceived high potential for encountering
archeological sites, a 20 -m- interval shovel test survey was conducted across the project area to
determine if any archeological materials or sites were present. A total of 98 STPs were
excavated within the project area. No artifacts were recovered and no cultural features were
identified.

Although the project area had been determined to have a high potential for the presence of
archeological materials based on the proximity of previously identified sites and its location near
the Tchoutacabouffa River, the topography and natural setting within the project area suggest
otherwise. The project area consists of a small creek/drainage, a wetland area along the northern
edge, and the slopes of two adjacent landforms. These particular topographic
features/environments are not particularly attractive for human occupation, as evidenced by the
presence of standing water across numerous portions of the project area. The upper, level
portions of the adjacent landforms would have provided the same access to nearby riverine
resources but provided better areas for occupation.

Determination of Effects

FEMA has determined that no above-ground historic properties are located within the APE, and,
therefore, no above-ground historic properties will be affected by the proposed undertaking.
Additionally, no archeological sites were identified during the Phase I Archeological Survey.
Accordingly, FEMA has determined that no additional work is required to identify archeological
resources within the APE, and therefore no archeological resources will be affected by the
proposed undertaking. If unexpected discoveries are made during the course of project
execution, FEMA will proceed in accordance with the statewide Programmatic Agreement.
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Re: Request for Project Review - Santa Maria de la Mer Senior Center Relocation

FEMA requests THPO review of the enclosed Phase I Cultural Resources Survey Report and
concurrence with its findings and detenninations as presented above. If you have any questions
or need additional infonnation, please contact Claudia Watson by telephone at (937) 689-9157 or
e-mail at claudia.watson@associates.dhs.gov.

Michael Grisham
Environmental Liaison Officer
FEMA-1604-DR-MS

Enclosure: Draft Phase I Cultural Resources Survey of the Proposed Santa Maria de la Mer
Senior Center Relocation Project (November 2009)
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