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August 11, 2009 
 
MEMORANDUM TO: See Distribution 
 
SUBJECT:  Scoping Notification/Solicitation of Views 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
The Department of Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is 
mandated by the U.S. Congress to administer Federal disaster assistance pursuant to the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (Stafford Act), PL 93-288, as amended.  
The Stafford Act authorizes FEMA’s Public Assistance Program to provide emergency temporary 
administrative, educational, medical, or other support facilities for areas impacted by disasters 
while repairs and reconstruction of storm damaged facilities are being undertaken.  
 
The attached scope of work and maps correspond to a proposed project for which FEMA funding 
has been requested.    
 
The applicant, Lafourche Parish Sheriff’s Office, proposes to: construct a new firing range. 
(See attached Scope of Work)  
 
To ensure compliance with NEPA and other applicable Federal regulations, we will be preparing 
an Environmental Assessment document.  To assist us in preparation of the EA, we request that 
your office review the attached documents for a determination as to the requirement of any 
formal consultation, regulatory permits, determinations, or authorizations.   
 
Please respond within 15 calendar days of the date of this scoping notification. If our office 
receives no comments at the close of this period, we will assume that your agency does not object 
to the project as proposed.   
 
Comments may be faxed to (504) 762-2527, emailed to Adam.Borden@dhs.gov or mailed to the 
attention of Adam Borden, Environmental Section, at the following address: 
 
Adam Borden 
Environmental Section, 17th Floor 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
1250 Poydras 
New Orleans, LA 70112 
 
For questions regarding this matter, please contact Adam Borden at (225) 436-4031 
 
Distribution: LDEQ, USEPA, NOAA-NMFS, USACE, LDWF, USFWS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Adam.Borden@dhs.gov


Lafourche Parish Sheriff’s Office Firing Range 
 

Damage Description 
 

On September 1st, 2008, high winds from Hurricane Gustav severely damaged the 
training facility located at the Lafourche Parish Firing Range. The training facility 
consisted of a 1981, 14’ by 80’ mobile home. The facility damage occurred when the 
high winds tore off the gable roof truss system. The resulting debris collapsed the roof, 
exposing the facility to heavy rains. The trailer was catastrophically damaged beyond 
repair. The trailer functioned as a Training Academy by housing a classroom and a 
defensive tactics area. 
 

Scope of Work 
 
The Lafourche Parish Sheriff’s Office (applicant) intends to build a larger, more 
improved structure approximately 300 yards from its present site. The building’s new 
dimensions will be 75’ by 100’ on slab and will have the capability of being expanded to 
a two-story structure for additional class space in the future. The mailing address of the 
current Firing Range is 3451 Highway 182, Raceland, LA with a physical address of US-
90 Business Route, South of Raceland. The original facility is located at 29.68237 N, -
90.64608 W. The mailing and physical address will remain the same. The proposed 
facility will be built within the following four corner coordinates: 
 

29.68322 N, -90.64488 (northwest corner) 
29.68333 N, -90.64407 (northeast corner) 
29.68287 N, -90.64377 (southeast corner) 
29.68203 N, -90.64427 (southwest corner) 

 
Part of this property was used as a dump site from the mid-1970s to late 1980s. The site 
was closed and all cells were capped in the late 1980s. The replacement building is to be 
placed on an area of the property that has never received waste. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

From: Borden, Adam 
Sent: Thursday, September 03, 2009 10:05 
To: 'diane.hewitt@la.gov' 
Cc: 'jason.meyers@la.gov' 
Subject: Lafourche Parish firing range 
 
Attachments: borings.pdf; ScopingNotificationDEQ.doc; lfr.pdf 
Ms. Hewitt, 
The attached Environmental Assessment scoping notification was sent to Mr. Jamie Phillippe of 
LDEQ on 8/11/09. I received no comment from LDEQ within the specified timeframe. I was 
recently informed that you are to be our POC for LDEQ notifications. This particular project is a 
growing concern for me. The property was used as a dump site from mid 1970’s through the late 
1980’s and again for Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, Gustav, and Ike. In the FEMA applicant’s request 
for public assistance, the description of the project claims that the area of construction never 
received waste. I have also found a ‘letter of no objection’ for the undertaking from Mr. Jason 
Meyers (cc’d) of LDEQ  (AI # 80575). The project description in this case also claims that the 
area of construction never received waste.  
 
I visited the proposed site on 8/19/09 and received a subsoil survey from our applicant. I’ve 
attached the soil boring profiles. It seems evident that the top 1-17 feet are composed of some 
form of landfill material. The applicant has also expressed interest in using the existing firing 
range berm as fill for the new building. The berm material was taken directly from a ‘known’ 
section of the site that received waste. It seems that without proper mitigation steps, this applicant 
may expose themselves to lead and methane, among other things.  
 
Due to these circumstances, I’d like to extend this comment period for LDEQ through 9/18/09. 
Please contact me for any questions. 
 
Thanks, 
 
 
Adam Borden 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
FEMA- LA-TRO 
1250 Poydras 17th floor 
New Orleans, LA 70112 
cell: 225-436-4031 *new number* 
desk: 504-762-2292 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: Boatman, John - Thibodaux, LA [John.Boatman@la.usda.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, August 12, 2009 16:39 
To: 'Borden, Adam' 
Subject: RE: FEMA Scoping Notification/Solicitation of Views - Lafourche Parish 
Firing Range 
 
Attachments: AD1006.pdf 
Mr. Borden, 
  
After making an investigation, this site does not contain any prime, unique, statewide or 
local important farmland.  Thus, the Farmland Protection Policy Act does not apply.  I have 
checked 'no' on the attached pdf file.  Please call (985) 447-3871, x 3 if you have any questions. 
 

 
From: Borden, Adam [mailto:adam.borden@dhs.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, August 11, 2009 5:47 PM 
To: Boatman, John - Thibodaux, LA 
Subject: FEMA Scoping Notification/Solicitation of Views - Lafourche Parish Firing Range 

Mr. Boatman, 
 
FEMA has proposed funding for the relocation of the Lafourche Parish Firing Range facility.  An 
Environmental Assessment has been initiated to analyze impacts to the natural and human 
environment. Please find the attached proposed scope of work with maps and form AD-1006.  
We would appreciate your review of this proposed site for prime and unique farmland and/or 
farmland of local or statewide importance. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Adam Borden 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
FEMA- LA-TRO 
1250 Poydras 17th floor 
New Orleans, LA 70112 
cell: 225-436-4031 *new number* 
desk: 504-762-2292 
fax504) 762-2527 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 


