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Figure 1: Vicinity Map
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Figure 4: Conservative Noise Contour for a Typical Orleans Site
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Ms. Wynecta Fisher         June 1, 2009 
CZM Administrator, City of New Orleans 
Office of Environmental Affairs, Local Coastal Program 
1340 Poydras Street, 10th Floor 
New Orleans, LA 70112 

RE:  Project review for the Programmatic Environmental Assessment for the 
Alternative Housing Pilot Program in Orleans Parish, Hurricanes Katrina

Dear Ms. Fisher: 

The Louisiana Recovery Authority (LRA) has applied for federal funding from the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for the construction of housing on 
individual home sites throughout Orleans Parish, being administered through the 
Louisiana Alternative Housing Pilot Program (AHPP) Housing Project. 

Recognizing the extensive and complex housing challenges facing victims and 
communities as a result of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, and acknowledging the 
limitations on FEMA’s ordinary statutory authority to provide non-temporary housing 
solutions, Congress appropriated funds to the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 
to support alternative housing pilot programs (Emergency Supplemental Appropriations 
Act, 2006, Public Law 109-234).  The AHPP represents a one-time exception to FEMA’s 
existing authority under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency 
Assistance Act which legally binds FEMA to a temporary housing mission, by 
providing an opportunity to explore, implement, and evaluate innovative approaches to 
housing solutions, and to address ongoing housing challenges created by the 2005 
hurricane season in the states of the Gulf Coast region, including the State of Louisiana, 
especially in the southernmost parishes such as Orleans Parish. The LRA has applied for 
FEMA funding under the AHPP to provide permanent housing solutions within Orleans 
Parish for eligible applicant families displaced by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  In 
Orleans Parish, as of March 2009, there are currently 1,167 families displaced by 
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita in temporary housing units consisting of 13 families in 
mobile homes, 1,101 families in travel trailers, and 53 in park model units.  
Consequently, there maintains a need to provide a permanent housing solution. 

The LRA proposes to utilize AHPP funding for the construction of approximately 160 
single-family, permanent housing units (Louisiana Cottages) to be located throughout 
Orleans Parish (Figure 1).

FEMA determined that the recurring proposed actions that require an Environmental 
Assessment can be grouped by the nature and location of the proposed actions.  These 
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Denise Rousseau Ford

From: Diane Hewitt [Diane.Hewitt@LA.GOV]
Sent: Monday, May 04, 2009 4:06 PM
To: Denise Rousseau Ford
Subject: DEQ SOV:90420/0860 Draft EA for Alternative Housing
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5/26/2009

May 4, 2009 

RE:

Dear Ms. Ford: 

The Department of Environmental Quality, Office of Environmental Assessment and Office of Environmental Services received 
your request for comments on the above referenced project. Please take the appropriate steps to obtain and/or update all 
necessary approvals and environmental permits regarding this proposed project. 

The properties in the general New Orleans metroplex were not identified in the draft EA as of this date. If there are any 
properties within the boundaries of the Agriculture St. Landfill site (Agency Interest #84977), consultation with EPA and 
LDEQ and review of current site conditions and identifying any applicable properties slated for demolition and/or 
upgrade will need to occur.  The EPA Region VI regional site manager contact is Ursula Lennox, the LDEQ site manager 
is Edwin Akujobi.

There were no objections based on the limited information submitted to us.  However, the following comments have been 
included. Should you encounter a problem during the implementation of this project, please make the appropriate notification to
this Department.

The Office of Environmental Services/Permits Division recommends that you investigate the following requirements that may 
influence your proposed project:

If your project results in a discharge to waters of the state, submittal of a Louisiana Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System (LPDES) application may be necessary.  
If the project results in a discharge of wastewater to an existing wastewater treatment system, that wastewater treatment 
system may need to modify their LPDES permit before accepting the additional wastewater.  
LDEQ has stormwater general permits for construction areas equal to or greater than one acre.  It is recommended that 
you contact Melissa Conti at (225) 219-3078 to determine if your proposed improvements require one of these permits.  
All precautions should be observed to control nonpoint source pollution from construction activities.  
If any of the proposed work is located in wetlands or other areas subject to the jurisdiction of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, you should contact the Corps to inquire about the possible necessity for permits.  If a Corps permit is required, 
part of the application process may involve a Water Quality Certification from LDEQ.  
All precautions should be observed to protect the groundwater of the region.  
Please be advised that water softeners generate waste waters that may require special limitations depending on local 
water quality considerations. Therefore if your water system improvements include water softeners, you are advised to 
contact DEQ, Water Permits to determine if special water quality based limitations will be necessary  
Any renovation or remodeling must comply with LAC 33:III.Chapter 28.Lead-Based Paint Activities, LAC 33:III.Chapter 
27.Asbestos-Containing Materials in Schools and State Buildings (includes all training and accreditation) and LAC 
33:III.5151.Emission Standard for Asbestos for any renovations or demolitions.

Denise Rousseau Ford 
Gulf South Research Corp.
8081  GSRI Ave
Baton Rouge, LA 70820
dford@gsrcorp.com

90420/0860 Draft EA for Alternative Housing
Pilot Program/FEMA
Orleans Parish



Currently, Orleans Parish is classified as an attainment parish with the National Ambient Air Quality Standards for all 
criteria air pollutants.

Please forward all future requests to Ms. Diane Hewitt, LDEQ/Performance Management/ P.O. Box 4301, Baton Rouge, LA 
70821-4301 and we will expedite it as quickly as possible.  

If you have any questions, please contact me at (225)219-4079 or by email at diane.hewitt@la.gov. Permitting questions should 
be directed to the Office of Environmental Services at 225-219-3181.

Sincerely,

Diane Hewitt
LDEQ/Community and Industry Relations
Business and Community Outreach Division
Office of the Secretary
P.O. Box 4301 (602 N. 5th Street)
Baton Rouge, LA 70821 4301
Phone: 225 219 4079
Fx: 225 325 8208
Email: diane.hewitt@la.gov
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From: Mick.Tamara@epamail.epa.gov [mailto:Mick.Tamara@epamail.epa.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, April 30, 2009 07:07 
To: Teeter, Cynthia 
Subject: Draft PEA for AHPP, Orleans Parish, LA

Cynthia,

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the “Draft Programmatic Environmental Assessment 
(PEA) for the Alternative Housing Pilot Program (AHPP), Permanent Housing for Orleans Parish, Louisiana. 
 The PEA was prepared to analyze the potential environmental impacts of the Louisiana Recovery Authority's 
proposed implementation of the AHPP to displaced residents of Orleans Parish displaced during the 2005 
hurricane season.

Two alternatives were proposed in the PEA, the No Action Alternative and the Proposed Action Alternative. 
 EPA reviewed the PEA relevant to the Clean Water Act, Section 404(b)(1) Guidelines and offers:

 EPA has no objection to the Proposed Action Alternative due to the fact that “no impacts to wetlands 
and waters of the U.S. are anticipated.”  The proposed site is previously disturbed land that was 
previously residential or commercial.  However, if there are any wetlands that may be affected by the 
proposed project, the appropriate permit application from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers must be 
applied for and obtained and appropriate mitigation would be required for any wetlands that may be 
affected.

Thanks again for the opportunity to review and comment.  If I can be of further assistance, please don’t 
hesitate to call.

Tamara Mick 
US EPA Region 6 
Wetlands Section 
214-665-7134

















Denise Rousseau Ford

From: Diane Hewitt [Diane.Hewitt@LA.GOV]
Sent: Monday, April 06, 2009 11:28 AM
To: Denise Rousseau Ford
Subject: DEQ SOV:90323/0660 Alternative Housing Pilot Program
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April 6, 2009 

RE:

Dear Ms. Ford: 

The Department of Environmental Quality, Office of Environmental Assessment and Office of Environmental Services received 
your request for comments on the above referenced project. Please take the appropriate steps to obtain and/or update all 
necessary approvals and environmental permits regarding this proposed project. 

Since you do not have any specific locations for this project yet, if you should run into a problem, notify DEQ. 

There were no objections based on the limited information submitted to us.  However, the following comments have been 
included. Should you encounter a problem during the implementation of this project, please make the appropriate notification to
this Department.

The Office of Environmental Services/Permits Division recommends that you investigate the following requirements that may 
influence your proposed project:

If your project results in a discharge to waters of the state, submittal of a Louisiana Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System (LPDES) application may be necessary.  
If the project results in a discharge of wastewater to an existing wastewater treatment system, that wastewater treatment 
system may need to modify their LPDES permit before accepting the additional wastewater.  
LDEQ has stormwater general permits for construction areas equal to or greater than one acre.  It is recommended that 
you contact Melissa Conti at (225) 219-3078 to determine if your proposed improvements require one of these permits.  
All precautions should be observed to control nonpoint source pollution from construction activities.  
If any of the proposed work is located in wetlands or other areas subject to the jurisdiction of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, you should contact the Corps to inquire about the possible necessity for permits.  If a Corps permit is required, 
part of the application process may involve a Water Quality Certification from LDEQ.  
All precautions should be observed to protect the groundwater of the region.  
Please be advised that water softeners generate waste waters that may require special limitations depending on local 
water quality considerations. Therefore if your water system improvements include water softeners, you are advised to 
contact DEQ, Water Permits to determine if special water quality based limitations will be necessary  
Any renovation or remodeling must comply with LAC 33:III.Chapter 28.Lead-Based Paint Activities, LAC 33:III.Chapter 
27.Asbestos-Containing Materials in Schools and State Buildings (includes all training and accreditation) and LAC 
33:III.5151.Emission Standard for Asbestos for any renovations or demolitions.

Currently, Orleans Parish is classified as an attainment parish with the National Ambient Air Quality Standards for all 
criteria air pollutants.

Please forward all future requests to Ms. Diane Hewitt, LDEQ/Performance Management/ P.O. Box 4301, Baton Rouge, LA 

Denise Rousseau Ford, Proj. Mgr.
Gulf South Research Corp.
8081 GSRI Ave.
Baton Rouge, LA 70820
dford@gsrcorp.com

90323/0660 Alternative Housing Pilot Program
FEMA
Orleans Parish



70821-4301 and we will expedite it as quickly as possible.  

If you have any questions, please contact me at (225)219-4079 or by email at diane.hewitt@la.gov. Permitting questions should 
be directed to the Office of Environmental Services at 225-219-3181.

Sincerely,

Diane Hewitt
LDEQ/Community and Industry Relations
Business and Community Outreach Division
Office of the Secretary
P.O. Box 4301 (602 N. 5th Street)
Baton Rouge, LA 70821 4301
Phone: 225 219 4079
Fx: 225 325 8208
Email: diane.hewitt@la.gov
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