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Pump Station #1 site—intersection of Tecumseh Avenue and Pocahontas Drive. 

 
Pump Station #1 site—closer view of existing outlet. 
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Shore of Lake Monona at Tecumseh Park. 

  
Existing concrete outlet on shore of Lake Monona at Tecumseh Park. 



 Appendix A 
 Project Area Photographs 
 

 A-3 
 

 
Pump Station #2 site—south dead end of Nishishin Trail Northeast. 

 
Pump Station #2 site—one of two existing intake pipes. 
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View of inlet adjacent to Pump Station #2 site.
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Step 1: Determine whether the Proposed 
Action is located in a wetland and/or the 100-
year floodplain, or whether it has the potential 
to affect or be affected by a floodplain or 
wetland. 

Project Analysis: The City of Monona is a 
participant in good standing with the NFIP. 
According to FEMA mapping, the proposed 
project is located in the 100-year floodplain 
associated with canals Lagoon du Nord and 
Lagoon du Sud.  

According to Wisconsin Wetlands Inventory maps 
and a site visit conducted by URS on October 7, 
2005, there are no wetlands in the project area. 

Step 2: Notify public at earliest possible time 
of the intent to carry out an action in a 
floodplain or wetland, and involve the affected 
and interested public in the decision-making 
process. 

Project Analysis: Status of the project has been 
discussed at numerous Monona City Council 
meetings to date. The project was also developed 
by an ad hoc flood mitigation advisory committee, 
whose findings are reported to the City Council. 
All City Council meetings are open to the public 
and are also locally televised. Minutes from all 
meetings are also available on the City of Monona 
Web site. The Belle Isle Neighborhood 
Associations also meets regularly and discusses 
this project. 

A notice will also be published by the Applicant 
in a newspaper of general circulation when the EA 
is made available for public review. 

Step 3: Identify and evaluate practicable 
alternatives to locating the Proposed Action in 
a floodplain or wetland. 

 

Project Analysis: The Proposed Action includes 
no wetland impact. The Proposed Action is 
located within the 100-year floodplain, however 
total excavation would exceed total fill on the 
project site, and the Proposed Action would not 
increase the 100-year flood elevation of Lake 
Monona and its associated canals. Other than the 
No Action Alternative, there are no practicable 
alternatives for improving the storm sewer system 
that would not involve impacts to the 100-year 
floodplain. 

The following alternatives were evaluated in the 
EA: 

Alternative 1: No Action 

Alternative 2: Installation of Two Pump Stations 
(Proposed Action) 

• Installation of Pump Station #1 4 feet below 
ground surface, with a 24-inch grated 
opening. 

• Installation of 44 linear feet of 12-inch pipe 
for Pump Station #1. 

• Installation of Pump Station #2 10 feet below 
ground surface, with a 4-inch discharge pipe. 
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• Placement of 20 inches of new riprap, topped 
with half of a 4-foot by 6-foot concrete box 
culvert. 

• Installation of a concrete wall and slab at a 
5:1 slope for Pump Station #2. 

• Reconstruction of portions of Pocahontas 
Drive and Nishishin Trail Northeast. 

 
Alternative 3 

• Elevation of up to 105 residential structures to 
850 feet (above 100-year flood elevation). 

• Continued wet floodproofing, or abandonment 
of existing basements. 

 

Alternatives Considered but Eliminated 

Construction of an earthen levee surrounding the 
channels in Belle Isle was also considered as an 
alternative to this project. However, this 
alternative was dismissed because it would require 
significant fill in the floodplain and cause 
standing water, which would require further 
drainage improvements. This alternative would 
also require acquisition of private property, and 
would limit access to the canals, which are 
distinguishing and attractive features of this 
neighborhood. 

The City of Monona also considered removing the 
homes within the area frequently affected by 
flooding. However, this alternative was dismissed 
because it is not acceptable to the community and 
the citizens who live there. Additionally, 
acquisition of the 105 homes that comprise the 
Belle Isle neighborhood would likely not result in 
a positive cost-benefit ratio, according to 
Wisconsin Emergency Management. 

Releasing water from the lake was also discussed 
as an alternative; however, this alternative is 
outside of the City’s control. Dane County 
controls the dams at the outlets of Lakes Mendota, 
Waubesa, and Kegonsa. Implementation of this 
alternative would be a complex process that 
would involve several municipalities and 
jurisdictions in the entire Yahara Chain of Lakes 
and many landowners. Conversations between the 
City and the WDNR during the development of 
this project indicated that any actions of this 
nature would be unlikely.  
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Step 4: Identify the full range of potential 
direct or indirect impacts associated with the 
occupancy or modification of floodplains and 
wetlands, and the potential direct and indirect 
support of floodplain and wetland development 
that could result from the Proposed Action. 

Project Analysis: The project will result in no 
permanent and/or significant impacts to the 
floodplain. Project excavation would exceed fill, 
and any disturbed vegetation would be replaced.  

Step 5: Minimize the potential adverse impacts 
from work within floodplains and wetlands 
(identified under Step 4), restore and preserve 
the natural and beneficial values served by 
wetlands. 

Project Analysis: There are no impacts to 
wetlands, so no replacement or mitigation is 
required. 

The project is located within the 100-year 
floodplain; however, there are no anticipated 
impacts to the 100-year floodplain or the 100-year 
flood elevation of Lake Monona and its associated 
canals. Projects adjoining this stormwater system 
will be reviewed as necessary to ensure that 
cumulative impacts to the floodplain are 
addressed. 

The Applicant must follow all applicable local, 
State, and Federal laws, regulations, and 
requirements and obtain and comply with all 
required permits and approvals, prior to initiating 
work on this project. No staging of equipment or 
project activities shall begin until all permits are 
obtained. The Applicant must apply BMPs for soil 
erosion prevention and containment during 
staging of equipment and project activities. 
Should project activities be delayed for 1 year or 
more after the date of this EA, coordination and 
project review by the appropriate regulating 
agencies must be reinitiated. 

Step 6: Re-evaluate the Proposed Action to 
determine: 1) if it is still practicable in light of 
its exposure to flood hazards; 2) the extent to 
which it will aggravate the hazards to others; 3) 
its potential to disrupt floodplain and wetland 
values. 

Project Analysis: The Proposed Action remains 
practicable based on the storm sewer 
improvement objectives. 
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Step 7: If the agency decides to take an action 
in a floodplain or wetland, prepare and provide 
the public with a finding and explanation of 
any final decision that the floodplain or 
wetland is the only practicable alternative. The 
explanation should include any relevant factors 
considered in the decision-making process. 

Project Analysis: A public notice will be 
submitted informing of FEMA’s decision to 
proceed with the project. This notice will include 
rationale for floodplain or wetland impacts; a 
description of all significant facts considered in 
making the determination; a list of the alternatives 
considered; a statement indicating whether the 
action conforms to State and local floodplain or 
wetland protection standards; a statement 
indicating how the action affects the floodplain or 
wetlands; and a statement of how mitigation will 
be achieved. 

Step 8: Review the implementation and post-
implementation phases of the Proposed Action 
to ensure that the requirements of the EOs are 
fully implemented. Oversight responsibility 
shall be integrated into existing processes. 

Project Analysis: This step is integrated into the 
NEPA process and FEMA project management 
and oversight functions. 
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Federal Emergency Management Agency 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

Notice of Availability of the Draft Environmental Assessment 

For Belle Isle Pump Stations 

Monona, Dane County, Wisconsin 
 

Environmental Assessment for Belle Isle Pump Stations, Monona, Dane County, Wisconsin 
PDMC- PJ-05-WI-2005-015. 

Interested persons are hereby notified that the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA)/Department of Homeland Security (DHS) is proposing to assist in the funding of storm 
sewer system improvements to mitigate and prepare for damage caused by flooding and 
persistent high lake levels in the City of Monona. In accordance with the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 and the implementing regulations of FEMA, an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) is being prepared to assess the potential impacts of each of the proposed 
actions on the human and natural environment. This also provides public notice to invite public 
comments on the proposed project in accordance with Executive Order 11988, Floodplain 
Management, and Executive Order 11990, Protection of Wetlands. In addition, this notice and 
the draft EA provide information to the public on potential impacts to historic and cultural 
resources from the proposed undertaking, as outlined in the National Historic Preservation Act 
(NHPA) of 1966. 

The draft EA is available for review between [date] and [date] at Monona Public Library, 1000 
Nichols Road, and Monona City Hall, 5211 Schluter Road, during normal hours of operation. 
The draft EA is also available for review online at the FEMA Web site 
http://www.fema.gov/plan/ehp/envdocuments/ea-region5.shtm. 

Written comments regarding this environmental action should be received no later than 5 p.m. on 
[date], by Amanda Ratliff, Regional Environmental Officer, 536 South Clark, 6th Floor, Chicago, 
IL 60605-1521, or at Amanda.Ratliff@dhs.gov. 

If no substantive comments are received by the above deadline, the draft EA and associated 
Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) will become final and be published by FEMA. 
Substantive comments will be addressed as appropriate in the final documents. 

The public may request a copy of the final environmental documents from Amanda Ratliff at the 
address listed above. 

 




