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Nationwide Infrastructure Support Technical Assistance Consultants
A Joint Venture of URS Group, Inc. and Dewberry & Davis, LLC

: Significant zdverse wetland impacts
September 14, 2007 Eﬂ%%iosed ot gandidale species present
Mr. Ray Aycock M
Field Sipezvisor Etvironmental Coordinator
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Jackson Field Office |- F5h &0 Wiklie Service [ [

6578 Dogwood View Parkway 01~ 84| 9]2.4
Suite A Log No. Date

Jackson, MS 39213

Re:  Request for Project Review — Relocation of the Catholic Diocese of Biloxi’s St. Clare
Elementary School and Renovation and Upgrade of Bay Catholic Elementary
School, Hancock County, Mississippi

Dear Mr. Aycock:

The Catholic Diocese of Biloxi has applied to the Federal Emergency Management Agency

St. Clare Elementary School (SCES) and interior renovation and upgrade of Bay Catholic
Elementary School (BCES). SCES is currently located at 234 South Beach Boulevard,
Waveland, Mississippi, and BCES is located at 301 Second Street, Bay St. Louis, Mississippi.
Both schools are located in Hancock County (see Figure 1).

On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina’s storm surge severely damaged SCES. The SCES
campus consisted of five buildings totaling approximately 29,300 square feet and provided
private education for up to 261 students, kindergarten through sixth grade. The storm surge and
.associated high winds from Hurricane Katrina destroyed SCES, leaving only the slabs and
foundations of the former buildings. SCES was located in FEMA floodplain designated zones A9
and V13, within the 100-year floodplain and within the Advisory Base Flood Elevation (ABFE)
and surge inundation zone, receiving 25 to 30 feet of water. Damages to the facility exceeded the
50% repair/replacement ratio, mecting FEMA’s criteria for replacement. The remaining slabs
and foundations will be demolished and the site returned to grade and revegetated.

Under the proposed project, the Catholic Diocese of Biloxi proposes to relocate St. Clare
Elementary School to the existing Bay Catholic Elementary School (BCES) campus. The
proposed project would construct a 12,500 square foot building on the BCES campus,
reconfigure the existing BCES to increase its current student capacity, and update BCES to
current codes and standards (see Figure 2). The consolidation of both schools would create the
new Holy Trinity Catholic School. The new Holy Trinity Catholic School would be designed for

a capacity of 732 students.

The BCES campus is located approximately 3.6 miles nortlieast from the former SCES campus.
BCES provides private education from kindergarten through sixth grade and holds a capacity of
468 students. The BCES campus is located outside the ABFE and 100-year floodplain (Flood
Zone C). BCES is part of a larger Diocese campus that supports St. Stanislaus College, an all-
' 200 Orchard Ridge Drive, Suite 101

Gaithersburg, MD 20878

TEL 301-670-3376
FAX 301-869-8728

(FEMA)-for assistance under-the-Public-Assistance-(PA) Program for the proposed relocation-of -~~~




; cy
’I‘ranmimfai Iiewvary-{kﬂim
- 220 Pﬁp}}ﬁ Ferry Rd. o
‘Biloxi, MS 3@%31

October 3, 2007 -  _'.[ ,':3.':_;-' =

Mr. Fim Woodtick

FEMA Point of Contact : S
‘Mississippt Department of Archwes and Hlstory
Historic Preservation Division' .

P.O. Box 571

Jackson, MS 39205-0571

Re: Request for P’miect Rev;ew Reiaeatmn ﬂi‘ the Catheﬁc I&weese:d
_3&%% H&nmak (fﬁmaty, stsmsappi

Dear My, Woodrick:

The Cathwolic Diccese of Biloxi has applied 'n??the F'

(FEMA) for assistance under the Public-Assistance (PA) Program for the proposed reiocatmn

of 8t. Clare Elementary School (SCES) and interior renovation and npgxade of Bay Catholic
Elementary School (BCES). SCES is currently located ‘at 234 South Beach Boulevard,
‘Waveland, Mississippi, and BCES is located at 301 Second Stree : Bay St Louis,
‘Mississippi. Both schisols'aré loéated in Hancock: Ceunty {sec Fzgure 1}

On August 2& 2@&5 Humcane Kamna s StoTi: surge sevemﬁy damaged SCES Thﬁ SC.ES
‘private educaﬁori far u;& te 261 smciezats k:ndexgarten timemgh szxth grade ’me storm swge.
;and aessxzscmtﬁé high Wmds ﬁsam Humaane Ka%‘rma desimyed $C£€S ieavmg ﬂnf,y Ehe slabs

: Adv 'ary Base E‘Ea@d
._Eievatmn (ABFE} azzd sm*ge muxzéatmn zem mcmwng 25 to of water. Damages o
the facility exceeded the 50%. repaiv/replacement ratio, ‘mes éntena for
replacement. The remaining slabs and fﬁmdatms WIH be detnol _hed and the sife ret

1o g}*&de and mvag@tatcd - . . :

Under the proposed ;zmjw@ the Caﬂwhc f)mcesa of Biiam pmpﬂsas itﬁ relﬁﬂatﬁ St. Ciam-
‘Elemeritary School to the existing Bay Catholic Eﬁem&nfary School (BCES) campus. The
proposed: project would construct-a 12,500 square foot. building on' the BCES campus,
reconfigure the existing BCES 1o increase: ifs current stutlent cap *updam BCES fo
‘eurrent codes and standards (see Figure 2). The consolidatio soth ¢

the new Hely Trinity Catholic School. The pew Hﬁly ‘I‘m‘mty Cﬂth@il Sc:hani wou}d %:se
designed for & capacity of 732 students. PR _

‘campus, BCES pmwées ;mvate edunaﬁon t‘rgm icinfiergarteu tbmugh sxxth gmcie and hoia:is a




Environmental Assessment Reiaeatwn \?I‘f the Catha}m i)mmzse of BifoxPs 8¢, Ciam Eﬁgmmmry S‘:«Ma! and
Renovation and Upgrade of Bay Cathoi:e Elemmtary School, Hancock Cwnty, Mmssnss:g}pi
1000377 _

capacity of 468 students. The BCES campus is located outsxde the ABFE and Iﬁ(}-year
floodplain (Flood Zone ). BCES is part of a larger Diocese campus that supporis St
Stanislaus College, an-all-boys compretiensive cmiicg@ preparatory school for students grades.
6-12, and Our Lady Academy, a comprehenswe ecolleg ga prepammry szﬁhaai f‘or youmg women.
grades 7-12. N _ :

Cmstrucﬁon of the new SCES fac;hty waﬁ require clearing appmxzmateiy 0.4 acre af the
project site. The SCES project site is bordered fo the noith by & segmented wooded area ‘and
pavilion, to the east by the former Our Lady Aca&emy St. Joseph’s Hall site, to the south by
Our Lady Academy Gynmmasium and McAuley Hall, and to the west by BCES. The iamject
site is focated outside the 100-year floodplain (Zone C) and outside of the ABFE. The new
facﬁny is not requzred to be elevated smce it'is. mts;de o:f the AB}?E ‘Ih@ &escmbefé; _area is

minute map:

The Area of Potential Effects (APE} for archaealc;gmai resaumes cansists Gf the Q 4 acre of
the project site to be cleared for construction of the SCES lam;idmg, for abeve~grannd-hzstorm

APE was previously. established through F}Em eﬂf}rdmatmn with the M:sszssxppa State
Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), A _

The APE is bounded by existing: maéem camgms structures ta the. west, scmth, a;nd the east.
The north bounda:y is-an’ open grass area with trees and a gavxhon extending to the C8X -
railroad tracks. All construction will be limited to a small area bound by existing sidewalks
that has been used as a playaround and sitting area for staff and students, Kafrina washed out
much of the existing topsoil. and deposited a Iayer of silty mud and extensive debris from
nearby structures. After the removal of debris,. appmxzmateiy IG ccntxmeters of tchs@ﬂ was
added to replenish what was lost. _ R
}"he site in general, ig situated on a flat. pla}:eau that rises apg;.sm imately 20- feet abovs el
level, approximately- 200 feet inland from " the shore of the Mississippi Sound. This piaseau
defines the southern portion of the City of Bay $t. Louis. The nearest fresh-water stream is
lovated approximately 1.3 kem (0.8 mi) north of the. project-area. Because) o1 the i@s&mm thxs

site would be considered as a high probability area for az‘chaeoiegzcai esources:

A search of site files indicates four pmvzeusiy xdentzﬁed sztes m : kﬂemete:r (t -mﬁe}

“radius; Sﬁe HAS53 (6.3 mile west) is
.asszgneci a Natmnai Rﬁglster stams

consxdered ehgzbie fer the Natmna} Re:gzs.ter' _ _ .
On Jupe I, 2007, a FEMA Archaeologist and Awhztect:mi Histcman bn@th quahf e«:i in‘their

‘respective disciphines under the Secretary of Interior's Professional thﬁmﬁmn Standards
{35 CFR Part 61), visited the site to conduct an assessment ef the prﬁ}ect’s potem;ai to affect

pmperﬁes the-APE extends-out t6-5-0: 5_mﬁ€ radius around the- pxeg:osed project-site:—Thfg




“for-the campus The nerthem"“&xtremny of thisarea is the CSX railroad tracks, Dueto the

Environmentsl Assessment - Relocation of the Caﬁhahc Biocese of Biloxi®s 5t Ciar& ﬁl&meﬁtsry Hehool arid |
Renovation aad Upgrade of Bay Catholic Elenventary School; Hancock Couaty, "\rﬁssisslppi
F0503/67

historic properties. Visual inspection of the APE did not reveal 2 any evidence of above ground
archacological resources. In: fact, aviger testing has shown that the upper 1evels (’i} - 30
centimeters) have been mgmﬁeanﬁy d&smxbed due fo past humaane evemfs ' _

The APE, as well as the larger BCES campus, is located: wzthm fhe ht)unéames of %he
National Register of Historic- Places Beach Boulevard Historic District listed on November
25, 1980. When listed, the Beach Boulevard Historic Distriet ‘was defined as- significant
under Criterion C as an outstanding example: of high style and vernacular architecture
representative of Gulf Coast construction from 1790 — 1936, with minimal intrusion by
modern non—contﬂbunng infill structures, Although Hurricane Katrina destroyed many
historic structures in this District, many structures remain that ceuld ‘potentially be affected
by this project. The main area of concefn would be the. ad}acmt campus of St Stanislaus
College Preparatory Schoel which is less than .25 miles south of the BCES campus.
Although St. Stanislaus is considered a canmbutmg element within the District, the new
constraction will be visibly separated from the campus by existing modern buildings. In fact,
the new construction will be visibly separated from the entire District except to the niorth-and
northeast which includes a large open grassy area containing 2 pavilion and an access road

{NEPA) of 1969, as- amenﬁad, and Section 106 of the National

physical isolation of the new construction, FEMA has determined that the undertaking will
have “No Adverse Effect” on historic structures or on the- mtegmy of the Beach: Boaievard
Historie District.

Due to the high probability geﬁgrapmcai lamtmn of the APE and t}ze faf;:t thai: itis 5imaied in
‘an area of long-term historic activity with & high density of sites; FEMA has determined that

the canstmctmn of the pmpes&d fa&:&h‘ty could pmenually aﬁect Nanonai Regxswr ehgzbEe

fmvesﬁgatmn be perﬁ}rmed to detesrmm the existence of any unimewn tesemc&s pmor to:
“construction activities: : . O

NISTAC has been retained by FEMA 1o 'prepare an Envxmnmemai Assessment {E&) fer the

proposed relocation project. In- cﬂm;}hance with the National' Environmental Pﬂfmy Act
istoric Preservation. Act of'

I%ﬁ as amended F}EMA mquests that }em‘ agency review tixe pmpased prﬂject and gmwciew

within the project area. If y{zﬁu imvc an,y quesuons of need adﬁ;tmnai mf’ermatwn, piease _
- gontact  Karen Bamat by selephcne at (228) 594-2%5 m* eiectranm maﬂ at:

karen bamatzidhs sov:

Michael Grisham
Environmental Liaison Gﬁiuer

FEMA-1604-DR-MS
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PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG

Agplicant Namo: i 3 _ . '
Catholic Diccese 6f Biloxi Holy Trinity Catholic School, Bay St Louis, MS
| Date | Deta | Photo
Paint- No.
 gM7Io7 3
‘Direction Photo Taken:

TG

From the southwest
facing northeast,

Description:

Overview of site from the
- southwest comer.
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October 3, 2007 B s

Mz Kenneth H. Carleton :
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
‘Mississippt Band of Choctaw Imi:garzs
101 Industrial Roagd :
Choctaw, MS 39305

of th " éﬁﬁiéhe Biocese afBilaxi’sSt '

: ratie ef}“iay {Z‘at}miic ?ﬁlismaﬁtaryi B

Re: Request for Project Review — Reiﬂfca 7
Clare Elementary School and E’{enawu ,,n a
‘Schaol, Hancock County, Mtsaissw

Dear Mr. Carleton;

The Catholic Diocess of Bii@}il has apphed 16 1 : éral Emergency Mmgement Agemy

EMA} fsr asszstance under tize“Fubim ssistar

:pnvaic e&ucatmn for up o Zﬁi siu&erﬁs, T
and: assnmatﬁd hzgh mnds fmm Hmrzcaae-

tw graﬁe and m%zegetatei

Under ‘the proposed project, the Cathmlm
E%cmaatary Schoei m the emstmg;”

‘the ncw'Heiy Trinity Cazhéhc School.
designed fora ca;mcﬁy of 732 stufimts '




Eavirenmental Assessment - Relocation of the: Caﬁmiu: Bimese £ Bﬂ&xi’s $t. Clare Elementary. Seiwei ami '
. Renvvation and Upgrade of Bay Catholic Eiemmmry Sahxmi, Hanmck Cmmty, Mzssxsszpm L
BT : .

floodplain (Flood Zone C). BCES s part-ofia’ Iarger i‘}mc&se campus thai suppens St
Stanislaus College, an all<boys comprehensive college preparatory school for smdams ‘grades
6-12, and Owr Lady Academy, a cemprehenmve co§§ega pm;}a:ratory school for yamg WOomen
grades 7-12. o :

Construction of the new SCES fé&’m’my Wzi'{ roq 'elearmg apspmmateﬁy 0. 4 ‘acre of the
project site. The SCES pm;esct site is- bordered to the north by a segmented wooded area and
pavilion, to the east by the former Our Lady Academy St. .}’e&e;ﬁh’s Hall site, to the south by
Our Lady Academy Gymuasium and MeAuley Ha , and to the west by BCES, The project
site-is located outside the ’Eﬂﬁ*yeat ﬁoodpiam {Zone ) and autside of the ABFE. The new
facility is not required to be elevated since 1 i of the. ABFE, The descnbeé ared is
clearly marked on the 1956, {3 S.GS., ‘Bay Lo ; _;. M;ﬁs-*’l’epagraphm Q’uadrangﬁe 7.5
minute map. ; e - S

The Area of Potential Eﬁ‘et;ts {APE} fer are : mia‘ ;rescurces cons}szs csf the 0 4 acre of _
‘the project siteto.be cleared for construction of e SCES building; for above-ground historic
properties, the APE extends out to a 0.5-mile radius around the proposed pmject site. This

APE -was-previously-established- through’ FEMAJ- _e:;rdmanaﬁ with' the stszssxppz Btate
Historic Preservation Office (SH?{}) e : ¥ .

ncarﬁy si:mcmres Aﬁer the remeval of debmf;,
added to replenish what was iosi _ G

-d&ﬁnes thie southem pemon 0f thé C;i:y
located approximately 1.3 km (0.8 mi)no
site would be'considered asa hzgh pmhafsz i

(35 C?‘R Part 61} visited: the 'mte m {:ﬁnduét asses _e pm}mt potem; o ffe
historic. properties. Visual i mspem:m of xhe A;PE diti not eveai an}f ewk i __m:e of abuve grmmd




Envirenmental Assessment - Relocation of the Cgthahc Piocese of Biloxi's St. Clare Eldmentary ﬁcﬁeai ami _
Renovation end Upgrade of Bay ff,‘athaim Elemesntary School; Ham:a:eic ifnanty, M;ssassxppi g
03T SR

archaeological resources: In fact; auger testing has shown that the upper Ievels (0 — 30
centimeters) have been si gmﬁcantiy dxsturbe& dﬁe te ;zast humﬁaﬁa events, :

The APE, as well as the larger BCES campus, is 'eoated Wiﬁxm the boundarzes of the
National Register of Historic Places Beach Boulevard Historic District listed on November
25, 1980. When listed, the Beach Boulevaid Hlstom: District 'was defined as significant
wnder Criterion C as an outstanding example of. high style and vernacular architecture
representative of Gulf Coast construction from 1790 -~_---I§93(} with minimal infrusion by
'mﬁéﬁm n@n-cmmbuﬁng mfﬁl structﬁres Akhcmgh H -‘e&zae Katrm& dﬁstreye{i zmmy

construction wﬂj be wszb}y separat«:d ﬁmn the o 04 ' s
the new consiruction will be visibly sepa@raxed fr ﬁze ent ae i}xs‘mct s:xczept 10 th@ mmh and
niortheast which includes a large open grassy ar ntammg a pav:kon and an access road
for the campus. The northern extremity of this "s- eCSX mximad ﬁacks }f)ue .29 the
physical isolation of the new construction; FEM,

have *No Adverse Effect” on historic struamres

on tixe mtegnty of ﬂ}ﬁ Bcaﬁh Bauiﬁvard
Historic Distriet, :

e to the high pmbabxhty geographmal iﬁcat;m -cef th_e APE ami tke fact that ﬁ is aztuated in
an-area of long-term historic activity with a high fensity of sites, FEMA has determined that
the construction of the proposed facility cm_ﬁd, _otem;ialiy affect National Register eligible
archasological resources, if. any are present, It is rec ki icd
investigation be performed to: defermme the- exi'
construction activities, L o

NISTAC has been retained by FEMA {0 prepam an.
'pzo;msad reiocahon pmject Ia. cemphance wrih ‘_

éamaf;-z Karen Bamat 'b'y" t&i@phena at qzs 94-2@55 or clecronde mi a

karenbamat@dhs.gov, -

' FEMAw 1 6Q4-§3R~MS
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| Brummond, Paul

From: Catlston, Ken [KCareton@choctaw.org]
Sent:  Thursday, October 04, 2007 11:40

Tor Drummond, Paul

Subject: RE: Holy Trinity 106 Consultation

“The Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians concurs that a Phiase 1 archacological survey needs to
be conducted for this project. 'As soon as i is completed and we have reviewed the report, we
will be able to comment on the overall project,

Kenneth H. Carleton

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer/Archacologist
Miss!smpp; Band of Choctaw Indiuns

PO, Box 6257 or 101 Industrial Road

f‘hse‘iaw MS 39350

601.650.7316

FAX:601.650.7454

Original Message--

From: Drummond, Paul {ma:?ts paai 2. dmmmond@éhs,gwj
Sent: Thursday, October 04, 2007-8:15 &AM

To: Carleton, Ken

Ce: Grisham, Michasl

Subject: Holy Trinity 106 Consultation

Good friorning,
Pllease find attached a request for prolect review for the relocation of the Catholic ﬁiecese of Bitoxi's St

Clare Elementary School and E%&mvaﬁcm and upgrade of Bay Gaﬁmfm Elementary School, Hancock
Caunty Mississippl.

As required by FEMA policy, | have mailed a signed hard copy via DHL,

itwas a pleasure to moelyoulast Friday and f am 3ookmg forward to. my membership in the Mississippi
Assaciation of Professional Archagologists. _

Have a great &ag\

Paul Drummend

Historic Preservation Speciatist
FEMA-1604-DR-MS
TRO-Biloxi, MS
228-594-2960 Desk
703:381:8829 Cell

 1oindnany
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PO Box 5771, Jackson, MS . 39205-0371
H1576.6850 '« Fax 6013765975
mdah.stave msus

H, T Foimes, Pivecier

ARCHIVES & HISTORY

October §; 2007

Mr. Michae! Grisham
Environmental Liaison Officer
FEMA-DR-1804-MS

220 Popps Ferry Road, Bidg. A South
Biloxi, Missisaippi 38531

RE: Proposed relocation of the Catholic Diocése. of Biloxi's St. Clare Eéemen‘tasy
‘Schioot and Renovation and Upgrade of Bay Catholic Elementary School, MDAH
Project Log #1 0-072-07, Hancock Gaunty

Dear Mike:

We have reviewed your request for a determination of eligibility and effect, received
today, for the above referenced project in acgordance with our responsibilities under
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.and 36 CFR Part 800. After
reviewing the information provided, it is our detérmination that no known cultural
resources will be affected, and we do not recommend a Phase | archaeol cg:cat
investigation. Therefore, we have no reservations with the proposed projeet,

Should there be additional work in connection with the project, or any changes in the
scope of work, please let us know in order that we may provide you with appropriate
comments in eompliance with the above referenced regulations. [f'we can be of further
assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us at (601) 576-6940.

Sincerefy,

[ MimWoodrick
/' Review and Compliance Officer

-F@R H.T. Ht} mes

State Historic Preservation Officer

¢ Clearinghouse for Federal Programs




MississIPPi
DePARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES

November 27, 2007

Ms. Angela M. Chaisson

Senior NEPA Specialist _
Nationwide Infrastructure Support
Technica! Assistance Consultants -
200 Orchard Ridge Dr., Suite 101,
Gaithersburg, MD 20878 o

RE: DMR-080264; NISTAC

The Department of Marine Resources in cooperation with other state agencies is
responsible under the Mississippi Coastal Program {MCP) for managing the coastal
resources of Mississippi. Proposed activities in the coastal area are reviewed to insure
that the activities are in compliance with the MCP.

The Department has received a request to review the proposed relocation of the St.
Clare Elementary School in Biloxi, Harrison County, Mississippi. The Department has
no objections provided there are no direct or indirect impacts to coastal wetlands and
no coastal program agency objects to the proposal. If wetland impacts are anticipated,
an application should be submitted to this office for review. Thank you for the

- opportunity to comment on your project.

For more information or questions concerning thi$ cofrespondence, contact Ron Cole
with the Bureau of Wetlands Permitting at (228) 523-4117 or ronald.cole@dmr.ms.gov.

Sincerely,

Ron Cole

- Coastal Resource Management Specialist

1141 Bayview Avenue, Suite 101 » Biloxi, MS 39530 » (228) 374-5000




