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Living with Levees: A 
Shared Responsibility 
Information for Insurance Professionals 

What is a Levee? 

Levees Do Not Eliminate Risk 

FEMA’s Role in Identifying Levee-Related Flood Risks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The United States has thousands 

of miles of levees along its rivers, 

lakes, and coastlines, reducing the 

risk of flooding for communities 

across the nation.  If you write 

insurance on properties near 

levees, you should be aware of 

some key facts about them.  While 

levees do help reduce the risk of 

flooding, they also carry certain 

risks.   

 



August 2011                                                                                           www.fema.gov/plan/prevent/fhm/rm_main.shtm  ·  1–877–FEMA MAP 

 

 

You Can Make a Difference 

 

 

 

For More Information 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.agents.floodsmart.gov/
http://www.floodsmart.gov/floodsmart/pages/flooding_flood_risks/levee_simulator.jsp
http://www.floodsmart.gov/floodsmart/pages/flooding_flood_risks/levee_simulator.jsp
http://www.fema.gov/plan/prevent/fhm/rm_main.shtm
http://www.fema.gov/plan/prevent/fhm/lv_ins.shtm
http://www.msc.fema.gov/

