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A
grant, contact your State FM

A
Point

of C
ontact (PO

C
):

L-221/M
arch, 2005

FEM
A’s Flood M

itigation A
ssistance (FM

A
)

is a pre-disaster grant program
 that provides

funding to States and com
m

unities to assist in

their efforts to reduce or elim
inate the risk 

of repetitive flood dam
age to buildings and 

structures insurable under the N
ational Flood

Insurance Program
 (N

FIP).  Planning,

technical assistance and project grants are

offered under this program
. 

FM
A

w
as created as part of the

N
ational Flood Insurance R

eform
 A

ct of 1994

(42 U
.S.C

. 4101) w
ith the goal of reducing 

or elim
inating claim

s under the N
FIP. 
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A
project m

ust, at a m
inim

um
, be:

· C
ost effective.

· Cost beneficial to the N
ational Flood Insurance

Fund.

· Technically feasible.

· Physically located in a participating N
FIP

com
m

unity or m
ust reduce future flood dam

ages
in an N

FIP
com

m
unity.

A
project m

ust also conform
 w

ith:

· The m
inim

um
 standards of the N

FIP
Floodplain

M
anagem

ent R
egulations.

· The applicant’s Flood M
itigation Plan.

· A
ll applicable law

s and regulations, such as
Federal and State environm

ental standards or
local building codes.

· Planning G
rants

G
rants to States and com

m
unities to develop or

update Flood M
itigation Plans.

· Project G
rants

G
rants to States and com

m
unities to im

plem
ent

m
easures to reduce flood losses.

Planning is the foundation of FM
A

.  FEM
A

encourages com
m

unities to identify w
ays to

reduce their risk of flood dam
age by preparing

Flood M
itigation Plans.

C
om

m
unities that have Flood M

itigation Plans
can request approval of their plans from

 their
FM

A
State Point of C

ontact (PO
C

) and FEM
A

.
A

pproved plans m
ake a com

m
unity eligible to

apply for FM
A

project grants.  Plans m
ust assess

flood risk and identify actions to reduce that risk.

A
ny State agency, participating N

FIP
com

m
unity,

or local organization is eligible to participate in
FM

A
.  C

om
m

unities that are suspended or on 
probation from

 the N
FIP

are not eligible.  

Individuals w
ishing to participate in FM

A
should

contact their com
m

unity officials.

FEM
A

distributes FM
A

funds to States, w
hich 

in turn provide funds to com
m

unities.  The State
serves as the grantee and program

 adm
inistrator

for the FM
A

.  The State:

· Sets m
itigation priorities.

· Provides technical assistance to com
m

unities
applying for FM

A
funds.

· Evaluates grant applications based on m
inim

um
eligibility criteria and State priorities.

· Aw
ards planning grants.

· W
orks w

ith FEM
A

to approve projects and
aw

ards funds to com
m

unities.

· Ensures that all com
m

unity applicants are aw
are

of their grant m
anagem

ent responsibilities.

FEM
A

m
ay contribute up to 75 percent of the

total eligible costs.  A
t least 25 percent of the

total eligible costs m
ust be provided by a non-

Federal source.  O
f this 25 percent, no m

ore 
than half can be provided as in-kind contribu-
tions from

 third parties.  There are lim
its on the

frequency of grants and the am
ount of funding

that can be allocated to a State or com
m

unity in
any 5-year period.

Projects that reduce the risk of flood dam
age to

structures insurable under the N
FIP

are eligible.
Priority is given to projects that m

itigate N
FIP-

insured structures w
ith m

ultiple flood losses. Such
activities include:

· Elevation of insured structures.

· A
cquisition of insured structures and real

property.

· Relocation or dem
olition of insured structures.
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