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BACKGROUND 
 

Per DHS Instruction Manual 023-01-001-01, Revision 01 and FEMA Instruction 108-1-1, this 
Supplemental Amendment Letter was prepared to update and clarify the Environmental 
Assessment (EA) and Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) dated November 30, 2016 for 
the proposed LV05 Watson Bend Group Housing Site. This is a result of new information 
received on December 12, 2016 from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) regarding 
prior impacts to existing wetland areas adjacent to the proposed undertaking.  

In accordance with FEMA’s Instruction 108-1-1, an EA was prepared pursuant to Section 102 of 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as implemented by the regulations 
promulgated by the President’s Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ; 40 CFR Parts 1500-
1508). At the conclusion of the EA public comment period, a Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI) was issued for LV05 Watson Bend Group Housing Site on November 30, 2016.  

Section 4.1 of the EA titled ‘Project Location and Site Description’, stated that “The site has 
been cleared and stripped of all vegetation within the last two years in preparation for 
development of a residential subdivision, except for two wetland areas.” Additional text stated 
that “A USACE wetlands jurisdictional determination letter and map has been received by the 
site owner and is included as Attachment 1. The wetlands on the site would be avoided based on 
the current site plans. Therefore, no wetlands would be impacted by this proposed action.” The 
approved FONSI was based on these statements and others regarding no or minimal impacts to 
regulated resources.  

A representative of the USACE New Orleans Regulatory Office visited the Watson Bend Group 
Site on December 12, 2016 and determined the landowner had previously disturbed two existing 
wetland areas during the site clearing in preparation of the proposed residential sub-division 
prior to the flooding events of August 2016. As a result of the December 12, 2016 visit, USACE 
has determined that a Cease and Desist order will be issued to the landowner for the previously 
unauthorized work in the wetland areas. To come into compliance with the Clean Water Act for 
the unauthorized activities, the landowner will work with USACE to either restore the impacted 
wetlands to pre-project conditions or apply for an after the fact permit.  
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ANALYSIS 

The landowner actions of site clearing and preparation occurred prior to the flooding event of 
August 2016 for which FEMA is providing assistance under 4277-DR-LA. FEMA's design for 
this Temporary Group Housing site avoids all jurisdictional wetlands and will not contribute to 
any future disturbance of the jurisdictional wetland resources. The landowner' s unauthorized 
activities on the adjacent wetland areas occurred independent and prior to FEMA's proposal to 
use the upland portions of the Watson Bend site for a Temporary Group Housing site. No portion 
of jurisdictional wetland areas will be impacted by FEMA's proposed action nor is any design 
element dependent on the use of wetland areas. 

In an email dated December 12, 2016, the USACE New Orleans Regulatory Office indicated that 
the proposed Watson Bend Temporary Group Housing site " ... avoids all of the wetlands 
previously identify on the site (and) would be okay to proceed without the need for a Department 
of the Army permit." 

The proposed undertaking design will not extend beyond what has been approved in the current 
EA. Any variance in design that would impact jurisdictional wetlands wi11 require a reevaluation 
under NEPA. 

CONCLUSIONS 

Based on the findings of the EA, coordination with the appropriate agencies, adherence to the 
project conditions set forth in the FONS I, adherence to the project conditions set forth in this 
letter of amendment, and the fact that the historical action of disturbing jurisdictional wetlands 
has no nexus to FEMA's current action to construct a Temporary Group Housing site at the 
Watson Bend location, it is determined that the modified scope of the proposed project does not 
change the effects analysis or the finding of no significant impact that was issued on November 
30, 2016. As a result of this letter of amendment to the EA the Proposed Action to the project as 
described in this amendment may proceed. 

APPROVAL 
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