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WANDA GARNIER:

I’m Wanda Garnier, born and raised in Oglala, South Dakota.

I’m in the kitchen of the renovated house that FEMA did for me.

I would love to show you how beautiful it is.

We’re going to go through, and I’m going to show you what it used to look like and what it looks like now.

Now this was shambles here. This room was total shambles. The ceiling was falling in from the rain.

All the moisture that came it was …. Now, it’s all brand new.

Everything’s brand new in here.

It was lost in that storm. Now it’s all back. I mean, it’s better than back.

And the storm bent the trees. And it went on. 

It went on to snow … and then more snow. And the wind. Terrible. It was a bad one. There was snow.

You couldn’t get out the front here because there were piles of snow against the door.

Everything in here was done because the snow was so heavy up on the roof that it just came in ….

I couldn’t climb up there to shovel the snow off, so there we went. And then the … 

And then the wind just blew the shingles … what little… the shingles there blew them.

And so it went under the shingles too and came in. That’s how all this came down.

That was the baddest storm we’ve had. Come on with me.

Okay. This room was not damaged that much. This is the middle section of the room. I pretty much

Stayed in this area because … because there was minimal. We didn’t have any leaks in here.

This was good. But this room …this room here … we had all the ceiling coming down here too …

where the water …. There’s a section up here which separates these two parts. That’s where

all the water was coming in. I pretty much stayed in these two rooms because there was

not that much damage but some damage. This room was really damaged. This used to be

 the trophy room. My dad … my dad, my brother, my sisters, myself …we all had trophies

in here on this wall. But from all the water and everything, the walls came down.

So the walls had to be replaced. And the floor had to be done. So we did the floor. The windows had

to all be repaired, so new windows were put in. I’ll show you the windows, how nice they are.

They are absolutely beautiful. All the sunlight. Absolutely wonderful. I mean these windows

are a blessing. I didn’t have these before. Never had this much beautiful light in a room.

Oh, this is so nice and beautiful(?). So my son moved in here before I could say anything. (Laughter)

I’m in there. (Laughter)

Now this whole wall had to be replaced because this was all coming down here. That was all damaged.

So that had to be replaced. And of course that.

Then we had this area that was falling in too. And we had a lot of black mold. So this area from here …

this here was all black mold. In here we had black mold all over. All the walls was completely … 

completely black mold to here. This whole area … back through here … the whole thing.

And the hot water heater. From all the water that was pouring in … because we couldn’t stop it.

It just came in that window there. It came in, and it just destroyed the floor. And the hot water heater …

it got water in there or something, and it blew that up … blew out the hot water heater.

That was all black mold and damaged through there too. So there was … this was really … really in 

bad shape. I mean you didn’t even want to come in here, it was so bad. 
But now, it’s all …

all new … all brand new.

This room … this room is pretty much all my parent’s collection of antiques. So, I still keep those in here.

Every night I thank the good Lord for FEMA … for the wonderful people that FEMA sent out to me

to do all of this. I just pray for them every day and thank the good Lord for them.

And I pray for blessings to be on them too. Thank you.
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