00:00:00,000 --> 00:00:10,320
" Intro Music"

00:00:10,320 --> 00:00:16,420
Communities regulate floodplains by adopting and enforcing building and land use requirements

00:00:16,420 --> 00:00:20,360
that reduce damage caused by flooding. If critical

00:00:20,369 --> 00:00:24,320
facilities providing essential functions and services to people and communities

00:00:24,320 --> 00:00:28,920
must be located in floodprone areas, they should be designed with a high

00:00:28,920 --> 00:00:31,539
level of protection.

00:00:31,539 --> 00:00:38,270
Critical facilities, anything that exacerbates or increases the disaster so you know if you

00:00:38,270 --> 00:00:42,640
picture nursing homes or schools or
hospitals or emergency operations centers

00:00:42,640 --> 00:00:47,280
or water treatment plans or fire
stations. If those were to be flooded, you'd

00:00:47,280 --> 00:00:51,020
definitely have a situation where that
disaster would be worsened because of that

00:00:51,020 --> 00:00:55,980
so anything that causes an increase or a
worsening of that disaster is considered

00:00:55,980 --> 00:01:01,140
a critical facility. There are different
ways to reduce risks from flood damage

00:01:01,140 --> 00:01:05,939
to critical facilities. The best way of
course is to build them on higher ground

00:01:05,939 --> 00:01:11,030
where the risk of flooding is very low.
When that is not possible there are

00:01:11,030 --> 00:01:14,860
alternatives. We have a lot of
communities that are wholly within the

00:01:14,860 --> 00:01:17,900
floodplain so there's really not an
alternative if you want a police station

00:01:17,900 --> 00:01:22,540
in that community and in essence has to
be in the floodplain. In those cases if

00:01:22,540 --> 00:01:26,330
you have to build you must build robustly
and and for the first time after Sandy

00:01:26,330 --> 00:01:31,740
we're exceeding those Federal minimums because that's what will protect our city and

00:01:31,740 --> 00:01:35,110
protect our residences in case another
storm like this happens

00:01:36,700 --> 00:01:40,159
Communities in the National Flood
Insurance Program are required to

00:01:40,159 --> 00:01:44,560
enforce minimum standards for any new
construction in the flood plain that

00:01:44,560 --> 00:01:49,780
reduces the potential for damage during
the base flood; the flood which has a 1%

00:01:49,780 --> 00:01:52,780
annual chance of occurring in any given
year

00:01:53,689 --> 00:01:58,060
FEMA recommends critical facilities
be designed in anticipation of more

00:01:58,060 --> 00:02:04,200
severe flooding by elevating them to the
point two percent annual chance flood.

00:02:04,200 --> 00:02:08,090
Its a misnomer to say that it comes around every five hundred years or a hundred years you can have

00:02:08,090 --> 00:02:12,239
your flood every year is just a 1%
chance every year now the five

00:02:12,239 --> 00:02:16,090
hundred-year flood is a much more
devastating flood it would be much

00:02:16,090 --> 00:02:20,420
higher than we've seen before in New
York City and in New York city we've now

00:02:20,420 --> 00:02:26,610
required the essential mechanical
systems of hospitals to be constructed to

00:02:26,610 --> 00:02:31,370
that highest level to the five
hundred-year flood because that is what

00:02:31,370 --> 00:02:36,290
is necessary to protect those those
those patients those and other residents

00:02:36,290 --> 00:02:41,049
of New York city. The federal government is also taking action to reduce flood

00:02:41,049 --> 00:02:45,260
losses recognizing the increasing risks
from flooding due to climate change

00:02:46,079 --> 00:02:51,400
executive order 13690 established the
federal flood risk management standard

00:02:51,400 --> 00:02:59,360
building on EO 11988, signed in 1977, it
requires Federal agencies to factor in a

00:02:59,360 --> 00:03:04,230
higher flood elevation and expanded
floodplain before spending taxpayer

00:03:04,230 --> 00:03:09,230
dollars to build or rebuild in flood
plains. The executive order includes a

00:03:09,230 --> 00:03:13,840
definition of critical actions as any
activity for which even the slightest

00:03:13,840 --> 00:03:16,579
chance of flooding would be too great.

00:03:16,579 --> 00:03:20,500
Protecting critical facilities to a
higher level than the minimum

00:03:20,500 --> 00:03:26,020
requirements helps create safer, stronger,
more resilient communities.

00:03:26,020 --> 00:03:31,840
For more information visit www.fema.gov/fpm.

00:03:31,840 --> 00:03:34,780
"Music"
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