[bookmark: _GoBack]Welcome to the dog park! 
We're here today to talk about pet preparedness and I have my dog Riley here who's going to go and  play with some other dogs and some other folks here.
We have Jessica Hanna who's with Property Casualty Insurers Association of America and Emily Allen who's with the Maryland Emergency Management Agency.
And just a reminder that all the views that are made today are not official views of FEMA, so let's get started. 
Alright, awesome! 
Well thanks you guys so much for coming out today like you said my name is Emily I'm from the Maryland Emergency Management Agency, and we just want to encourage everybody who are watching be sure to share this broadcast with your family and friends.
 Alright, so let's get started. First question I have for you guys is, have you guys started to prepare your pets for emergencies or disasters?
And let's start with you. 
Okay, yep, absolutely! 
We are prepared. Actually, I brought Riley's  emergency kit.
Very fashionable! Yes. 
There's Riley. Riley here's your emergency kit and  just to show a few things that we have  in here. 
We have a toy, which is always a good thing to have.
Absolutely!
Because it can make her, you know, happy.
And we have a little pet emergency kit. This is great actually. I got this at Petco and it has everything in it. 
One stop shop that's all you need. One stop.  Some little bowls that fold out.
Oh that's perfect. Two of those.  Easy to pack. Yep.
An extra leash. Oh yeah, you definitely want to make sure we have an extra one of those you never know when the first one might break, especially during a disaster. Yep.
Lots of water. Perfect. So an example of water we have lots of that or at least three days worth.
It's like a treasure trove. 
Yeah exactly everything you need in case you need to leave. We have a little bag of food for Riley. 
Now is that Riley's  regular food. Yeah, so it's just a smaller version of what she eats all the time. Great! 
And then, we have some of her medicine and the little poopy bags. Yes, of course. To clean up or newspapers. Newspapers is always another good source too for people who don't want to have the bags. 
And also her shot. Her list of shots from the vet. Oh great! And another great way for people to be able to store that information is maybe they don't want to necessarily prints off the paper they can actually store it on a flash drive too, so that's another great way of doing it as well or on the cloud.
Yes, the cloud is another great way. Yes absolutely!
Alright have you done anything Jess to prepare little miss…it's Eleanor, right?  Eleanor, or  Elwood, yes we too have our emergency pack. Oh great! Also fashionable. Well, thank you very much. As with Riley, we've got all  of the staples. 
I will also like to point out that we also like to carry a picture of ourselves with our dog. Perfect! 
Just in case we're separated. Just in case there's any kind of delay with locating a microchip in a dog. This is  one more layer of protection. It seems small, but it's very important and as Riley and her preparedness pack it's very important to keep any kind of paper items in a Ziploc bag in case of an emergency tornado, hail storm, hurricane just a little bit of extra protection.
Yes, absolutely.  I see we got a favorite toy in there too. We do indeed. And that's a really important part because if  you have a puppy like Eleanor or you have a senior dog, you're going to be dealing with a lot of emotions, so your family is already going to be going through a time of major stress, but think about your animals, and how they might  not be able to handle  thunderstorm, lightning and  so, as such, think about how that will impact what's happening in your car if you're evacuating and just take that in consideration animals are going to be acting a little bit more erratic, you're going to be more emotional. That combined can add a lot of extra stress  to an evacuation. 
Right, it's really important that we make sure that our pets are comfortable and that's why having those toys that they are very familiar with. 
Another thing that we also suggest too is having an item that maybe has your scent on it too, so maybe you might not be able to shove in a toy or something along those lines, but  if you have that scent that they're a little bit more familiar and they're not going to be as crazy trying to figure out what the heck is going on? 
Alright, so it sounds like you guys have already gotten to that pet preparedness mindset, so let's go with the next question here, what are you guys doing in terms of evacuation plans? We may not necessarily be at home with our pets, do you have a plan when you guys have to evacuate? We'll start with you Jess.
Absolutely one of the most important things to remember is that if you have to evacuate and you're going to a shelter that  shelter may not be able to accept animals, so plan ahead and be thinking about hotels, family members you might be able to stay with. And when you talk about hotels, family members, or even dog kennels it goes back to the importance of having all of your shot records up-to-date and having them easily accessible.
And now you mentioned too that Riley is micro chipped. Yeah, Riley is micro chipped, which is great, but I also want to just talk about a plan in case you're not home and you have to and can't get back home or whatever.
 I'm really fortunate that my dog walker is just two doors down from me, and so she and I have talked about it in case of emergency she's got my keys she can come in and can get Riley and take care of her. And if she needs to evacuate, go ahead and take her with her.  
Right exactly, so there might be cat lovers out there too, don't worry we're not forgetting about you. We want to make sure that cats when they have to evacuate  are familiar with their with their carriers before that emergency because nothing is more frustrating than trying to evacuate in very little amount of time and trying to figure out where your cat is going or why he or she might not want to get inside that carrier.
Alright let's move on to our next question, do you guys have any advice for pet owners or maybe even new pet owners? I know some people maybe over the holiday season they got a new pet and now they're trying to get prepared. What advice do you have for them?
Well, I would say definitely, you know, the ready.gov website backslash prepare. It has tons of information on the steps to go ahead and get prepared there's a list. 
[Dogs Barking]
Very exciting. Oh my gosh. So much excitement going on here.  This is the beauty of live TV. This is the beauty of Periscope. 
Yes, we have lots of folks here. And they're all prepared for a disaster.
Anyway, okay, where was I? Oh yes, ready.gov tons of great information on preparing with a pet, so, you know, if you haven't taken the steps yet, go there it will go there will tell you exactly what you need to do.
Sounds like there are a lot of great resources that are already in place, so that you don't even have to do the work so it's already done for you. 
What about for you Jess?
So we got these great preparedness packs, but also think about your mode of transportation. Think about if you're having to put the whole family and all these emergency provisions in your car or your SUV or your minivan, is there going to be enough room for that dog crate, is there going to be enough room for that cat crate?
And then also thinking about that not all dogs are really good or cats in modes of transportation, so maybe now's a good time to if you have a new dog or new animal think about taking them on a mini road trip, getting them used to the car, getting them used to being in an enclosed space because in case of emergency that's going to add so much more chaos to your departure.
Yeah absolutely, so now that we've talked a little bit about advise. Why is it so important for you guys? I mean a lot of people like to believe that pets are family too and that's absolutely true, but why is it so important and why do you think it's important to let other people  know why it's so important? 
I think it's true,  I mean, Riley is a member of our family. She's with us all the time and I can't imagine not being able to, you know, take care of her and protect her. Sure, absolutely. And so that's...I just want to be as prepared as possible to do whatever I need to do. 
Awesome,  and Jess what about you?
So  I can tell you, so I represent the insurance industry. Our job is to prepare, of course prepare people for natural disasters  or for people who will recover from natural disasters, but like you said that means for the entire family including pets. I will also like to say that I'm a native Floridian, so I've been through the drill of evacuating for hurricanes quite a few times. 
Sure yeah. 
And it's never, it never goes as planned it's always a lot more stressful and a lot more chaotic and these guys as much as we love them can make it more challenging.
Lastly, I would say no one wants to abandon their beloved pet, but also remember there are a lot  of local laws that are built to protect animals, so many tools to help you get ready and we're here to help,
Absolutely, so we always say pets are family too.
For ever any reason think that  you're going to have a challenge, call your local Humane Society they have resources be there as a support system for you or that horrible comprising position.
Alright, do you guys have anything else you want to add?
I'll just say, you know, if you're preparing when the disaster is happening, you know, it's too late. So do it now.  Now's the time to take action, take some steps, get prepared for both your family and for your pets, who is a member of your family.
Well thank you guys!
Be sure to share this with your friends, your family, and anyone else who you  know who may be getting a pet in the future or people who have pet now and we'll be sharing a little bit later, so in case you missed it. 
You can watch all this chaos happen and unfold all over again.
Thanks for having us.

