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FROM THE FIELD

FEMA Hosts Girl Scout Day Events
On April 13, more than 300 Brownies,
Juniors, and Cadettes joined staff at
FEMA Headquarters and in Regions III, IV,
VI, VII, VIII, and IX for Girl Scout Day. Titled
“Preparing Our Future Leaders to Become
Emergency Managers,” this year’s event
is part of FEMA’s commitment to educate
and engage young people about disaster
preparedness and careers in emergency
management.

FEMA Administrator W. Craig Fugate welcomed all of the participants in person at Headquarters
and via video teleconference or video recording. Then the girls took part in a variety of activities and
presentations put on by FEMA leadership and staff members. For instance, Girl Scouts attended
interactive discussions about being prepared for an emergency, how to make a disaster
preparedness kit, and career opportunities for women in emergency management. Scouts also
learned the best ways for people to stay safe during earthquakes, floods, and severe weather. Each
Girl Scout received handouts and brochures to take home. A concurrent session on disaster
preparedness was also held for parents, guardians, and troop leaders.

The Girl Scouts and accompanying adults will take what they learned back to their family, friends,
and communities to help others be better prepared to act in the event of an emergency.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

New Website Offers Guidance to Address Children’s Disaster
Needs
FEMA announces the newly launched Children
and Disasters website. It hosts various resources
to help state, local, and tribal governments—as
well as stakeholders responsible for the
temporary care of children—integrate children’s
disaster­related needs into preparedness,
planning, response, and recovery efforts. 

To access materials, visit
www.fema.gov/children­and­disasters

Nominate Students for International Award

The International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM) is currently accepting nominations for
the annual IAEM 2016 Awards Competition. If you are an IAEM member, you can nominate other
active members for the Student of the Year Award, which recognizes a student who has made
significant contributions to the field of emergency and disaster management. IAEM members can
also nominate members and non­members for the Student Ally of the Year Award.

Nominations must be submitted to Karen Thompson by May 31, 2016, 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time. 
Awards will be presented at the IAEM Annual Conference, held October 14­19, 2016 in Savannah, 
GA.

For more information, download the 2016 IAEM­Global Student Awards Competition Guidelines.

Register Youth for Hurricane Webinar

As part of Hurricane Preparedness Week, on May 17, 
2016 at 11:00 a.m. Eastern Time, the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) National 
Hurricane Center will broadcast a free, educational 
webinar for grades 4–6.

For more information or to register, visit
www.hurricanescience.org/webinar. A recording will be 
available approximately two weeks after the webinar.

https://www.fema.gov/children-and-disasters
http://www.fema.gov/childrenanddisasters
http://www.iaem.com/page.cfm?p=about/awards/intro&lvl=1
http://www.iaem.com/documents/2016-IAEM-Global-Student-of-the-Year-Entry-Form.doc
http://www.iaem.com/documents/2016-IAEM-Global-Student-Ally-of-the-Year-Entry-Form.docx
mailto:Thompson@iaem.com
http://www.iaemconference.info/
http://www.iaem.com/documents/2016-Student-Award-Guidelines.pdf
http://www.hurricanescience.org/webinar


Illustrate Owlie Skywarn’s Next Book

The National Weather Service is asking children ages 5–12 to draw a picture of their favorite type of
weather or a weather scene for a new online book, “The Weather Outside My Window,” featuring
Owlie Skywarn. Entries are due May 20, 2016. For more information and contest rules,
visit www.weather.gov/owlie/contest.

HOSA Members to Meet for Annual Leadership Conference

On June 22­25, 2016, the City of Nashville, TN, will host
the 39th Annual International Leadership Conference for
members of HOSA­Future Health Professionals. HOSA
unites more than 50 HOSA  Associations,
including including the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico,
American Samoa, Canada, Germany, and Italy.

Each June, HOSA members meet to compete in events,
attend an engaging exhibition and educational workshops,
and participate in networking opportunities. 

RESOURCES

Help Youth Learn Wildfire Safety

Developed by the International Association of Fire Chiefs, 
Ready, Set, Go!  promotes community­wide wildfire 
preparedness through a variety of resources and tools, 
including the Youth Guide Coloring Booklet.

The coloring booklet challenges youth to complete mini­
missions like drawing a map of the outdoor environment 
surrounding their homes and coloring items they should 
include in an emergency kit. To print your free copy, click here.

http://www.hurricanescience.org/webinar
http://nlc.hosa.org/
http://nlc.hosa.org/node/35
http://nlc.hosa.org/sponsor
http://www.iafc.org/
http://www.iafc.org/
https://www.wildlandfirersg.org/Portals/18/Resources/Resources/Youth%20Material,%20HR%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.wildlandfirersg.org/Portals/18/Resources/Resources/Youth%20Material,%20HR%20FINAL.pdf


Brush up on Disaster Education Research

Emphasizing research­based education, the Extension Disaster Education Network (EDEN) works
to improve service delivery to citizens affected by disasters and aims to reduce the impact of
disasters on adults and youth.

To engage members of the community and promote resources for youth preparedness, EDEN
publishes content on EDENotes, its official blog. You can view posts about a variety of topics, such
as the physical and psychological impacts of disasters on youth and what to include in a Family Go
Kit. Check out the EDEN Resource Catalog to get started.

Simplify Your Process to Protect Children

Published by Save the Children, “The Unique Needs of 
Children in Emergencies: A Guide for the Inclusion of 
Children in Emergency Operations Plans” provides a 
step­by­step plan for emergency managers to develop a 
document to help protect children from disasters. The 
guide can be used to simplify the active planning 
process. Download the guide to revitalize your planning 
process for keeping youth safe in your community.

CONTACT US
Email: FEMA­Youth­Preparedness@fema.dhs.gov

Online: www.ready.gov/youth­preparedness

Archived Issues: Click here

Subscribe: Click here

Disclaimer: The reader recognizes that the federal government provides links and informational data on various
disaster preparedness resources and events and does not endorse any non­federal events, entities,
organizations, services or products. Please let us know about other events and services related to youth
preparedness that could be included in future newsletters by contacting FEMA­Youth­
Preparedness@fema.dhs.gov.

http://www.eden.lsu.edu/
https://blogs.extension.org/edenotes/
https://blogs.extension.org/edenotes/2016/02/12/youth-and-disasters/
https://blogs.extension.org/edenotes/2016/01/11/growing-the-eden-resource-catalog-and-youth-programs/
https://blogs.extension.org/edenotes/2015/06/09/weather-wednesday-the-family-go-kit/
mailto:FEMAYouthPreparedness@fema.dhs.gov
http://www.ready.gov/youthpreparedness
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