United Way of the Midlands

At United Way of the Midlands our effort is to help respond to the flood.  We were out Sunday morning, as the floods were hitting.  And we were helping move people that had been rescued into sheltering.  We were arranging for transportation and for the sheltering before Red Cross got on the ground here.  Then we kind of transitioned to volunteer management.  Through our website.  We were enabling people to come on and register for projects in the community.  For volunteering that first week after the floods.  So we pledge about 1,100 people, over an eight day period.  And various projects around the community.  A lot of it was related to resource distribution.  Primarily water because our entire community lost public water.  So we were having to transport water around the community, so people would have access to drinkable water.

More recently, we have been moving more towards a long-term strategy toward helping our community overcome their challenges.  So, a lot of that is focused here on housing.  We have convened the funders group in the community, so we are working with several other funders.  Mungo Foundation, The Community Foundation, BlueCross BlueShield Foundation, Sisters of Charity Foundation, Palmetto Health Community Outreach, Lexington Medical Center community outreach.  So we, we have convened the funders a couple of times.  And we will continue to meet, just so we are aware of what each other is doing.  

Our United Way’s website is uway.org.  And we’ve got tons of information posted there.  We’ve got volunteer opportunities posted there, and we will be posting updates on what our activities are over the course of the next several months.
