
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

Notice of Availability of the Draft Environmental Assessment 
and Early Notice of a Proposed Activity in a 100-Year Floodplain 

for the Village of Ruidoso 
Proposed Close Road Bridge Replacement Project 

Lincoln County, New Mexico 
 

 
On July 27, 2008, the remnants of Hurricane Dolly passed through the Ruidoso, New Mexico area. 
Ruidoso and the surrounding areas received 2.46 inches of precipitation with some reports of up to 9 
inches, which resulted in heavy flooding damaging infrastructure within the Rio Ruidoso basin. 
Subsequently, a Presidential Disaster Declaration, FEMA-1783-DR-NM, was signed on August 14, 
2008 for damage that occurred as a result from severe storms and flooding. As part of an emergency 
action following the flooding, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) funded the 
installation of multiple temporary box culvert crossings including the one located at Close Road in the 
Village of Ruidoso, New Mexico. However, the Close Road temporary box culvert bridge was not 
intended to provide a permanent river crossing because the bridge design inherently collects debris 
flowing down the river during flood events. If not cleared, the debris has the potential to exacerbate 
flooding in the areas surrounding Close Road, leading to overtopping or washout of the temporary box 
culvert bridge and accelerating stream embankment erosion. 
 
The President's action makes federal funding available to state and eligible local governments and 
certain private nonprofit organizations on a cost-sharing basis for emergency work and the repair or 
replacement of facilities damaged by this event in New Mexico. Interested parties are hereby notified 
that the Village of Ruidoso, New Mexico has requested funding (Project Worksheet 0094) from FEMA 
through the Public Assistance Program to minimize the potential for future damage to Close Road from 
flooding and debris by replacing the temporary box culvert bridge with a permanent bridge designed to 
improve water flow in the area.  
 
The proposed project would consist of the temporary relocation of utility lines and the permanent 
relocation of the water line running under the existing culvert bridge, followed by the demolition of the 
existing temporary box culvert crossing structure. A precast concrete ConSpan Arch culvert with a 60-
foot span and a 12-foot rise would be installed. The proposed project area comprises approximately 2.5 
acres of Village owned and private lands that encompass the existing Close Road temporary bridge and 
surrounding land. The center point of the existing box culvert bridge is located at 33.326420, -
105.628438. 
 
River base flow would be diverted around the construction area by use of a coffer dam and channel or 
by use of a coffer dam and drainage pipes. Erosion during construction will be addressed by a National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit and Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 
(SWPPP). Areas at final grade will be seeded and mulched within 14-days to establish final 
stabilization. The channel banks immediately upstream and downstream of the crossing will be 
stabilized using gabion basket walls. The proposed bridge replacement will be designed to perform 
hydraulically better than or equal to the existing temporary structure. 
 
In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 and the implementing 
regulations of FEMA, a Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) was prepared to assess the potential 



impacts of the proposed action on the human and natural environment. The Draft EA summarizes the 
purpose and need, alternatives, affected environment, and potential environmental consequences for the 
proposed action. The Draft EA is available for comment and can be viewed and downloaded from 
FEMA’s website at http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents and the Village of Ruidoso 
website at http://www.ruidoso-nm.gov/. The Draft EA can also be viewed at the Ruidoso Village Hall, 
located at 313 Cree Meadows Drive, Ruidoso, New Mexico 88345 during normal business hours 
Monday through Friday, 8AM to 5PM. 
 
This notice also serves as the Early Public Notice for a Proposed Activity in the 100-Year Floodplain. 
This notice is provided pursuant to 44 CFR Part 9.12, (Floodplain Management and Protection of 
Wetlands), and FEMA’s implementing regulation for Executive Order 11988, Floodplain Management, 
concerning FEMA’s funding assistance for activities within and/or affect a floodplain. According to the 
Preliminary Flood Insurance Rate Map Community Panel 35027C2059E, with the effective date January 
25, 2013, the proposed project site is located within Flood Zone AE; defined as Base Flood Elevations 
determined. 
 
The comment period will end 30 days from the initial notice publication date in the newspaper. Written 
comments on the Draft EA can be mailed, emailed or faxed to the contact below. If no substantive 
comments are received, the Draft EA will become final and a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) 
will be issued for the project. Substantive comments will be addressed as appropriate in the final 
documents. 
 

Federal Emergency Management Agency, Region VI 
c/o Alan Hermely 

800 North Loop 288, Denton, TX 76209 
Email: FEMA-R6-EHP@fema.dhs.gov 

Fax: 940-297-0152 
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