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Valerie Wolford

We are a trained crisis response team.  We belong to a nationwide program called HOPE AA-CR. And that's Animal Assisted Crisis Response.  These are therapy dog teams, that receive extra training to be able to interact productively with disaster survivors and first responders.  We are deployed to, by agencies such as FEMA or the Red Cross, and are sent a few days into a disaster area.  And we visit shelters and centers, to give respite and stress relieve and comfort to survivors, victims and first responders.  Often times in fact, disaster victims who really haven't begun to process their experience, begin to do so first with the interaction of the dog.

Lannie Newman

And when they see the dogs they brighten up and they smile.  And they come over and they play with the dogs.  And some of them will tell us, that's the first time they've smiled since the disaster.  And that really makes us feel good, and we know we're there for a reason.


