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          PW 08505 – Cole Hollow Road Relocation, Town of Blenheim, Schoharie County 
 

Location and Cole Hollow Road southwest of the junction with Cole Hollow Spur in the 
Resource: Town of Blenheim (MCD 09501), Schoharie County (42.50211, -74.43921) 

(Figures 1-5).  
  
Cause of Failure: Heavy rains and flooding associated with Hurricane Irene resulted in 

widespread damages in the Town of Blenheim, including embankment slope 
failure between a segment of Cole Hollow Road and Cole Brook. 
 

Description of A segment of Cole Hollow Road measuring approximately 185 feet long was 
Damage: damaged, along with the adjacent embankment (Figure 3).  The Town of 

Blenheim has requested relocation of this segment of Cole Hollow Road to 
prevent similar damage in future storm events and to bring the road 
alignment up to modern safety standards. 

  
Undertaking: Under the proposed work scope, the relocation of Cole Hollow Road will 

entail the following: 1.) clearing, grubbing, and excavating for the new road 
alignment (950 feet long by 30 feet wide by 1.5 feet deep), 2.) installing sub-
base course for the road (950 feet long by 20 feet wide by 1 foot deep) and 
crushed stone road surface (950 feet long by 20 feet wide by 0.25 foot 
deep), 3.) trenching for two HDPE culverts, each 18 inches diameter, one 65 
feet long the other 45 feet, 4.) installing light stone fill as bedding for the 
culverts (65 by 2.5 by 1 foot and 45 by 2.5 by 1 foot) and placing the pipes, 
5.) installing rip rap stone at each end of the two culverts, 6.) installing right-
of-way fencing (1,900 linear feet), and 7.) seeding and mulching new 
roadside ditches for erosion control (950 feet by 3 feet on both sides). 

  
APE: The area of potential effect (APE) consists of the new alignment of a 

segment of Cole Hollow Road (950 feet long by 30 feet wide by 1.5 feet 
deep, plus excavation for two culverts, roadside ditches, and fence 
installation) (Figure 2). 

  
Archeology: A review of SHPO records on August 16, 2012 indicated that the APE is 

within an area of known archeological sensitivity (Figure 5).  The files of the 
SHPO and NYS Museum indicate that the closest reported site (the 
prehistoric Hilltop Site, NYSM 300) may have components adjacent to the 
APE.  The majority of sites identified in Blenheim are prehistoric deposits 
found near Schoharie Creek.  The proximity of these sites and a fresh water 
resource (Cole Brook) suggests the APE has a high sensitivity for the 
presence of prehistoric sites.  

  
Standing A review of SHPO records on August 16, 2012 indicated that the APE is not 
Structures: within or adjacent to any listed National Register properties (Figure 5).  

There is a small historic period cemetery (Keyser family) located near the 
damaged section of Cole Hollow Road (42.5022, -74.4394); the new road 
alignment will not impact this location. 
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Findings: Relocation of a 950 foot long segment of Cole Hollow Road in Blenheim has 
the potential to affect archeological resources, as the new alignment 
appears to cross undisturbed ground.  FEMA finds that the proposal to 
realign Cole Hollow Road has “no adverse effect on historic properties” with 
the following condition: a Phase I (IA and IB) survey is to be conducted prior 
to any construction activity by a qualified professional archeologist following 
the guidelines and standards given by the New York State Office of Parks, 
Recreation, and Historic Preservation (http://nysparks.com/shpo/ 
environmental-review/documents/PhaseIReportStandards.pdf). 

  
Prepared by: Daria E. Merwin, FEMA Historic Preservation Specialist 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

APE 

 
Figure 1.  USGS topographic maps of Breakabeen, NY (1943/1994, top) and Gilboa, NY 

(1945/1980, bottom) (7.5 minute series). 
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Figure 2.  Aerial view of the APE, showing the proposed relocation of Cole Hollow Road. 

 
 
 

 
 

Figure 3.  Looking south along Cole Hollow Road in the area of embankment failure (left). 
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APE 

 
Figure 4.  Near the southwestern terminus of the proposed alignment, looking northeast.  The 

arrow points to the approximate location of the Keyser family cemetery. 

 
 

Figure 5.  Archeological Sensitivity Area (gray circles); note there are no National Register 
listed properties in the vicinity (online SHPO GIS database, accessed August 16, 2012). 

 
 

 



Andrew M. Cuomo
Governor

Rose Harvey
Commissioner

Historic Preservatio
Peebles Island, PO
518-237-8643
www.nysparks.com

York
ureau
d, New 12188-0189

n Field Services B
Box 189, Waterfor

August 23, 2012

Donna Bolognino
FEMA-Dept. of Homeland Security
10 Jupiter Lane
Albany, New York 12204
(via e-mail only)

Re: FEMA, SOEM
Emergency Mitigation/31 Projects
12PR03581

Dear Ms. Bolognino:

Thank you for requesting the comments of the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). We
have reviewed the projects in accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of
1966. These comments are those of the SHPO and relate only to Historic/Cultural resources. They do
not include potential environmental impacts to New York State Parkland that may be involved in or
near your projects. Such impacts must be considered as part of the environmental review of the projects
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act and/or the State Environmental Quality Review Act
(New York Environmental Conservation Law Article 8).

I have reviewed the materials submitted for each of these undertakings and our findings are
attached. Our determinations are based on the submitted scopes of work for each undertaking.

If I can be of any further assistance do not hesitate to contact me at (518) 237-8643, ext. 3263.

Sincerely,

John A. Bonafide
Director, Bureau of Technical
Preservation Services

cc: Richard Lord, SOEM (via e-mail)

enc: Findings (2 pages)



Findings Attachment

NYSHPO
PW # Street/Vic MCD County FEMA Finding

Finding

NY DR 4020 Project Worksheets

No adverse effects to Concur

south of New York historic properties
06009 Town of Ticonderoga Essex

State Route 24 w/condition
(archeological survey)

Winston Lane near No historic properties Concur
06447 Town of Philipstown Putnam

Arden Drive affected

No adverse effects to Concur
08030 Glen Island Park City of New Rochelle Westchester

historic properties

300 Main St,Town Hall No historic properties Concur
08236 Village of Schoharie Schoharie

Repairs affected

Not NRE-No
Catskill Mountain RR

No adverse effects to historic
08279 MP 21.3, Catsklill Town of Olive Ulster

historic properties property
Railroad Bridge affected

Bonnie View Avenue Concur
No historic properties

08306 and Mill Street over Town of Shandaken Ulster
affected

Alton Creek

125 N. Ferry St, *No Adverse
adverse effect to

08472 Schenectady Pump City of Schenectady Schenectady Effect
historic properties

Station w/Conditons

No adverse effects to Concur

historic properties
08505 Cole Hollow Road Town of Blenheim Schoharie

w/condition
(archeological survey)

Delaware Ave, Peebles No adverse effects to Concur
08780 City of Cohoes Albany

Island Roads historic properties

Intersection of Ford Hill Concur
No historic properties

08807 & Wright Rds, Jewett Town of Jewett Greene
affected

Culvert

360 Shore Road, No historic properties Concur
08871 Town of Cornwall Orange

Cornwall WWTP affected

No Adverse Effect to See
07109 Gilboa Dam Town of Gilboa Schoharie

Historic Properties 07PR02067

No Adverse Effect to See
07349 Gilboa Dam Town of Gilboa Schoharie

Historic Properties 07PR02067

No Adverse Effect to Concur
08334 Hofstra University Hempstead Nassau

Historic Properties

No Adverse Effect to Concur
08360 Moffat Library Blooming Grove Orange

Historic Properties

Lasell Hall/DAR No Adverse Effect to See
08440 Schoharie Schoharie

Building Historic Properties 12PR02812

Friedburg Community No Adverse Effect to Concur
08569 Long Beach Nassau

Center Historic Properties

Black Brook water pipe No Adverse Effect to Concur
08616 Black Brook Clinton

realignment Historic Properties

SUNY Oneonta Concur
No Adverse Effect to

08730 Biological Field Station, Town of Otsego Otsego
Historic Properties

5838 State Highway 80

Mill Road over Clove No historic properties Concur
08797 Town of Phillipstown Putnam

Creek affected



Dearborn Ave. Sea No Adverse Effect to Concur
08819 Town of Rye Westchester

Wall Historic Properties

Grafton Lakes State Concur
No Adverse Effect to

08853 Park, Dunham Dam Town of Grafton Rensselaer
Historic Properties

Spillway

St. Anthony's Concur
No Adverse Effect to

08860 Community Hospital Warwick Orange
Historic Properties

roof repairs

Metro North RR, Metro Orange + No Adverse Effect to Concur
08883 Various Towns

North RR Repairs Rockland Historic Properties

Lasell Hall/DAR No Adverse Effect to See
08884 Schoharie Schoharie

Building Historic Properties 12PR02812

Minnewaska State Concur
Awosting Falls Carriage No historic properties

08967 Park and Preserve, Ulster
Road washout affected

Rochester

NY DR 4031 Project Worksheets

Foster Valley Road No historic properties Concur
02309 Town of Owego Tioga

bridge affected

No Adverse Effect to Concur
02494 16 Church Street Village of Owego Tioga

Historic Properties

D&H Canal County No adverse effects to Concur
02442 Town of Deerpark Orange

Park, 58 Hoag Rd historic properties

No adverse effects to Concur
02467 56 Main Street Village of Owego Tioga

historic properties

No historic properties Concur
02534 Glen Aubrey Fire Hall Glen Aubrey Broome

affected

*08472 - 125 N. Ferry St, Schenectady Pump Station, Schenectady, Schenectady County
The proposed four foot encircling wall should be capped, stuccoed and painted to match the existing
historic building. Mature landscaping (similar to the scale of what is in place now) should be reinstalled
on the street façade to limit the visibility of the new partial wall.































                            U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
 FEMA Region II 
 26 Federal Plaza, 13th Floor 
 New York, NY 10278-0002 
  

 
 
 
 

                  April 3, 2014 
 
 
Chief Randy Hart 
St. Regis Mohawk Tribe 
412 State Route 37 
Hogansburg, NY  13655 
abero@srmt-nsn.gov –Electronic transmission only 
 
Re: Federal Emergency Management Agency 
 Section 106 Consultation 
 Cole Hollow Road Relocation 
 Town of Blenheim, Schoharie County, NY 12131 
 FEMA-4020-DR-NY, Project # PA-02-NY-4020-08505 
 GPS: 42.50211, -74.43921  
 
Dear Chief Hart, 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) proposes to provide grant funding to the 
Town of Blenheim (Subgrantee) for the relocation a portion of Cole Hollow Road located west 
of the intersection with Cole Hollow Spur in the Town of Blenheim, Schoharie County, New 
York. This project would require ground disturbance in an archaeologically sensitive area. In 
accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (16 
U.S.C. 470f), and its implementing regulation, 36 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 800, 
and as authorized by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security – FEMA, we are initiating 
consultation with your Tribe, The St. Regis Mohawk Tribe, regarding the proposed relocation of 
a section of Cole Hollow Road. 
 
An approximately 185 foot long section of Cole Hollow Road along with the adjacent 
embankment located in Blenheim, NY, sustained damage and wash out as a result of Hurricane 
Irene, which impacted the Town of Blenheim during the incident period of August 26, 2011 to 
September 5, 2011. Owned and maintained by the Town of Blenheim, Cole Hollow Road 
extends west/northwest from Bear Ladder Road, following the meander of Cole Brook. The 
heavy rains and flooding in the region caused extreme ground saturation. The embankment of 
Cole Hollow Road sustained slope failure, causing tension cracks and waving along a 185-foot 
section of Cole Hollow Road. The Subgrantee proposes to relocate this section of the roadway to 
the west away from the unstable slope in an effort to improve public safety and eliminate 
potential future impacts due to slope failure (Figures 1 and 2).  
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Area of Potential Effects:  
The Area of Potential Effects (APE) consists of the new alignment of a segment of Cole Hollow 
Road, approximately 950 feet long by 30 feet wide. This APE encompasses the new alignment as 
well as the area of disturbance resulting from the excavation for two culverts, roadside ditches 
and fence installation.  
 
Description of Undertaking:  
The Subgrantee proposes to relocate a segment of Cole Hollow Road to the west of Cole Hollow 
Spur. The proposed project will include approximately 950 feet of clearing, grubbing and 
excavating for the new road alignment, approximately 30 feet wide and 1.5 feet deep. A sub-base 
course for the road (950 feet long by 20 feet wide by 1 foot deep) will be installed, and a crushed 
stone surface (0.25 foot deep) will be laid. Two HDPE culverts (one 65 feet long and one 45 feet 
long), each 18 inches in diameter will be placed, with light stone fill as bedding and stone rip rap 
at each end. Approximately 1,900 LF of right-of-way fencing will be installed and new roadside 
ditches, 3 feet wide, will be seeded and mulched for erosion control.  
 
The Subgrantee contracted a cultural resources consultant to conduct a Phase IA and IB 
Archaeological Survey of the APE. The consultants conducted background research and shovel 
tests of the APE. While the Phase IA determined that the APE may have potential for the 
presence of below ground Native American cultural remains, there was low probability of any 
early European American cultural remains. Phase IB shovel testing revealed only scattered items 
pertaining to mid- to late-twentieth century European American occupation, such as bottle glass, 
plastic and an iron round nail. Field survey did not reveal the presence of any prehistoric or 
historic sites. The Phase IA and IB reports were submitted by the consultant directly to the New 
York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation- Historic Preservation Field 
Services Bureau (SHPO). Based on the project information provided, SHPO recommended that 
the project would have No Effect upon cultural resources in or eligible for inclusion in the 
National Register of Historic Places. Enclosed are copies of the Phase I report and the SHPO 
response letter (12PR04595). 
 
If you are aware of any significant prehistoric/historic archaeological resources that may be 
affected by this project, or have any information regarding the project area, please respond 
within 30 days or sooner of date of this letter. Please also indicate in your correspondence if 
there are other sources of information that should be checked, and if there are other parties, 
tribes, or members of the public you believe should be included in the consultation process. 
Please respond in writing or email to us (to either email addresses listed below). FEMA’s Region 
II mailing address is: 

 
Dr. Kelly M. Britt 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security/FEMA 
26 Federal Plaza, 13th Floor 
New York, NY 10278-0002 
 

It is requested that the enclosed information be regarded as secure information and not be 
released to any external parties without prior consultation with FEMA. We look forward to your 
comments within 30 days of date of this letter. If you have any questions please contact me at 

http://www.fema.gov/


http://www.fema.gov/
mailto:Kelly.Britt@fema.dhs.gov
mailto:Donna.Bolognino@fema.dhs.gov


 

Approximate location 
of new alignment 

Figure 1: Project location map. 



 

 

Figure 2: Site plan for new roadway alignment. 
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