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Title: On May 23rd, 2015 heavy rains caused severe flooding in Texas communities along the Blanco River. Seventy homes were destroyed and more than 300 damaged in Wimberley alone.
Title: FEMA Advisory Base Flood Elevation Maps demonstrate how Wimberley can build back stronger.
Carmen Polhemus, Homeowner: “We had a flash of lightning and just then the water crested the edge of the roof, so we knew our house was gonna be close to going under. The whole area was like a lake.
Paul Polhemus, Homeowner: “We had eleven and a half feet of water.”
Carmen Polhemus: It was up to here, and when I hit here, my sofa met me face to face. It was floating.
Alisa Sauvageot: What we have here is a mitigation storm water model, and it’s very similar to the watershed that you would see in Hays County. What we’re going to simulate now is the large storm event. And what you’re gonna see is that it breaks out of the riverbed. It starts to fill in these low lying areas. We have some very quick speeds to the water, and what you can see downstream is that it’s rising up can coming out of even the high bank of the river, but the homes that were elevated at or above the Advisory Base Flood Elevation, they stayed high and dry. 
Diane Howe, Hazard Performance Analysis Program Support: Today we’re at the Wimberley Community Center in Wimberley, Texas, and we’ve invited the public to come here to view their Advisory Base Flood Elevation maps. 
Resident: I’m just trying to see what, if any effect, what you guys are doing with the ABFE is having on me.
Diane Howe: We were already working on a mapping project in the area so we had that opportunity because data was readily available that we could put the maps out so much quicker than normal. 
FEMA Engineer: We think in that one percent annual chance flood, the water would get to that elevation. 
David Lewis, Homeowner: It’s a great opportunity for Wimberley to find out what the real answers are to our questions. It gives us an opportunity instead of hearing hearsay, to really find out what the truth is.
FEMA NFIP Specialist: So what’s your follow up question?
David Lewis: I would like to see Wimberley build back in a safe way. If your building needs to be raised by five feet to be safe from the next flood, absolutely.
Diane Howe: Mitigation is an important step everyone should take if they have an opportunity to rebuild stronger. You know, you never want something like this to happen again, so we want to offer every opportunity available to a homeowner to rebuild in a stronger more resilient fashion so they hopefully wouldn’t have to face something like this as they recover from another flood event. 
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