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1.  SHPO Concurrence  
2.  THPOs Correspondence  
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U.S.  Department  of  Homeland Security  
Region II  
Jacob  K.  Javits Federal  Office Building  
Mitigation  Division  
26  Federal  Plaza,  13th  Floor  
New York,  NY 10278-0002  

January 13, 2015  
 
Mr. Clifford Peacock
 
  
President
 
  
Delaware Nation
 
  
P.O. Box 825 


Anadarko, OK 73005
 
  
CC: 	 	 Delaware Nation
 
  
  Ms. Nekole Alligood, Cultural Preservation Director 
 
 
  Mr. Corey Smith, Cultural Preservation Assistant Director
 
  
  Mr. Jason Ross, Section 106 Manager
 
  
 Delaware Tribe of  Indians
 
  
 Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma
 
  
 Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma 
 
 
 
Re:	 	   Grant Name and Number: Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) NJ 1867 

Faunce  Landing Road Flood Mitigation  Project,  City of  Absecon, Atlantic  
County, New Jersey  
Grantee/Subgrantee:  New Jersey Office of Emergency Management/City  of  
Absecon, New Jersey  
Undertaking:  Hazard mitigation to Absecon Creek, at Faunce Landing Road,  
Absecon, Atlantic County, New Jersey (39.425879, -74.488868-center of project)  
Determination:  No Historic Properties Affected  
 

Dear  President Clifford:  

The Federal Emergency  Management Agency (FEMA) has proposed to provide grant  
funding from its  Hazard  Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP)  to  the New Jersey Office of  
Emergency Management  (Grantee) for the City of  Absecon  (Subgrantee),  New Jersey  for  
a hazard mitigation improvement project to address the frequent  flooding and shoreline  
erosion on Absecon Creek at  Faunce  Landing Road (Figure 1). Being totally  unprotected  
from the contiguous Absecon Creek, the property  encounters severe flooding and erosion 
even during normal storm events. HMGP is authorized under Section 404 of the Robert  
T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency  Assistance Act and provides  grants to states  
and local  governments to implement long-term hazard mitigation measures after  a major  
disaster declaration. The  purpose of the  grant program is to reduce the loss of life and 
property due to natural disasters and to enable mitigation measures to be implemented 
during the immediate recovery from a disaster.  
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Due to the  ground disturbance  associated with the Undertaking for this project, FEMA is 
initiating Section 106 consultation for the proposed enhancements per 36 CFR Part 800. 
 
Undertaking:  
The City is proposing the installation of a stone sill with associated wetland vegetation  
planting along the shoreline and near the proposed, formal parking area to alleviate  
flooding and erosion, the installation of a formal, crushed shell parking lot, including low  
profile bulkheading for flood protection, installation of a timber deck, and construction of  
a walking path/trail along the route of the  existing earthen roadway. The remainder of the  
roadway shall be vegetated with indigenous coastal vegetation. The project area has been  
previous disturbed by  ground disturbing activities (such as: utilities, roadways, 
bulkheads) and storm erosion. The applicant proposes to conduct the construction within 
the disturbed area to an average depth of 1.5 feet  (Figure 2).  
 
Area of Potential Effects  (APE)  
The archaeological APE for the Undertaking is limited to ground disturbance and any  
staging area(s) associated with this project.  
 
Resources Consulted:  
Online resources such  as  NJGEO-web and Historic Map Works  as well as  online 
topographic maps were  referenced. Additional research  at the New Jersey  State Museum  
was also conducted.  
 
Identification and Evaluation:  
Standing Structures:  
There is one  eligible historic district and one listed historic property on the National  
Register of Historic Places within a one-half mile  radius of the APE. The site is the North 
Shore Road Historic District (1160 feet) and the property is the John Doughty House  
located at 40 North Shore Road (2300 feet). While there is an historic district and  
property in the vicinity, due to the distance there will be no effect on the viewshed.  
 
Archaeological Historic Resources  
An archaeological  assessment was conducted to determine the Area of Potential Effect  
(APE)’s sensitivity to below ground archaeological  resources. To determine  the 
sensitivity, several aspects of the project were analyzed such as the project’s proximity to  
known archaeological  resources, waterways, historic properties, the site’s  environmental  
characteristics such as soil analysis and the  APE’s previous ground disturbance activities.  
Based on the above information and predictive modeling analyses, an assessment can 
determine if the site has  a high, moderate or low sensitivity to both historical and  
prehistoric archaeological resources.  

According to NJGEO-web, the APE is located within an archaeological sensitive area 
(Figure 3). Research conducted at the New Jersey State Museum indicated that there are a 
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total of ten known archaeological sites within a two-mile radius of the APE. All of these 
are prehistoric sites: Pleasantville (28-AT-3), Smith' s Landing (28-AT-4), Smith' s 
Landing (28-AT-5), Smith' s Landing (28-AT-6), Mt. Pleasant (28-AT-7), Tripician Farm 
(28-AT-83), Greens at Galloway (28-AT-100), No Name (28-AT-110), No Name (28-
AT-11 lA), No Name (28-AT-11 lB). The sites are attributed to either: an old Indian 
village site, a large shell heap or a collection of projectile points and jasper flakes . The 
area surrounding the APE is comprised of various wetlands and Absecon Creek (see 
attached NJGEO-web map Soils and Wetland). The majority of the APE is directly 
located in wetlands and also abuts Absecon Creek. The APE is located within the 
Transquaking soil series-Transquaking mucky peat 0-1 % slopes (TrkA v) (see Figure 3). 
This soil tends to be very frequently flooded with a landform of tidal marshes. The APE 
is located within close proximity to water and somewhat well drained soils as well as 
being located in an archaeological sensitive area with ten known archaeological sites and 
there are historic properties within the APE, giving the APE a moderate to high 
sensitivity for archaeological resources, particularly prehistoric resources. However, a 
portion of the area has been previously disturbed for the construction of the current 
roadways, bulkheads and utilities. Proposed project work is to be constructed within 
disturbed and undisturbed areas. Cursory map research did not produce any historic maps 
that indicated the area of the APE, thereby giving the APE a low sensitivity to any 
archaeological resources. 

Assessment of Effects: 
Based on the aforementioned identification and evaluation, FEMA has determined that 
there are no historic properties as defined in 36 CFR 800.16(1) within the APE. 
Therefore, FEMA has determined a finding of No Historic Properties Affected for this 
Undertaking and is submitting this Undertaking to you for your review and comment. 
FEMA requests your comments within thirty (30) days. Should you have any questions or 
need additional information regarding this Undertaking, please contact Kelly M Britt, 
PhD, RP A, Archaeologist, at kelly.britt@fema.dhs.gov or (212) 680-8816. If practicable, 
we would appreciate an electronic copy of the concurrence letter be emailed to Ms. Britt. 

Sincerely, 

~~ · 
Megan Jadrosich 
Regional Environmental Officer 

MJ/kb 
Enclosures: Maps and photos by applicant 
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Figure 1: Location Map and APE 

Approximate location of APE 
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Figure 2: Project Plans 
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Figure 3: NJ GeoWeb Map 

Approximate location of APE 

Approximate location of APE 
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U.S.  Department  of  Homeland Security  
Region II  
Jacob  K.  Javits Federal  Office Building  
Mitigation  Division  
26  Federal  Plaza,  13th  Floor  
New York,  NY 10278-0002  

January 13, 2015  
 
Mr.  Chet Brooks
 
  
Chief
 
  
Delaware Tribe of  Indians
 
  
Delaware Tribal Headquarters
 
  
170 NE Barbara
 
  
Bartlesville, OK 74006
 
  
CC: 	 	 Delaware Tribe of  Indians  
  Ms. Blair Fink, Historic  Preservation Representative  

Delaware Nation  
 Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma  
 Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma  
 
Re:	 	   Grant Name and Number: Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) NJ 1867 

Faunce  Landing Road Flood Mitigation  Project,  City of  Absecon, Atlantic  
County, New Jersey  
Grantee/Subgrantee:  New Jersey Office of Emergency Management/City  of  
Absecon, New Jersey  
Undertaking:  Hazard mitigation to Absecon Creek, at Faunce Landing Road,  
Absecon, Atlantic County, New Jersey (39.425879, -74.488868-center of project)  
Determination:  No Historic Properties Affected  
 

Dear  Chief Brooks:  
 
The Federal Emergency  Management Agency (FEMA) has proposed to provide grant  
funding from its  Hazard  Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP)  to  the New Jersey Office of  
Emergency Management  (Grantee) for the City of  Absecon  (Subgrantee),  New Jersey  for  
a hazard mitigation improvement project to address the frequent  flooding and shoreline  
erosion on Absecon Creek at  Faunce  Landing Road (Figure 1). Being totally  unprotected  
from the contiguous Absecon Creek, the property  encounters severe flooding and erosion 
even during normal storm events. HMGP is authorized under Section 404 of the Robert  
T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency  Assistance Act and provides  grants to states  
and local  governments to implement long-term hazard mitigation measures after  a major  
disaster declaration. The  purpose of the  grant program is to reduce the loss of life and 
property due to natural disasters and to enable mitigation measures to be implemented 
during the immediate recovery from a disaster.  
 
Due to the  ground disturbance  associated with the Undertaking for this project, FEMA is 
initiating Section 106 consultation for the proposed enhancements per 36 CFR Part 800. 
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Undertaking:  
The City is proposing the installation of a stone sill with associated wetland vegetation  
planting along the shoreline and near the proposed, formal parking area to alleviate  
flooding and erosion, the installation of a formal, crushed shell parking lot, including low  
profile bulkheading for flood protection, installation of a timber deck, and construction of  
a walking path/trail along the route of the  existing earthen roadway. The remainder of the  
roadway shall be vegetated with indigenous coastal vegetation. The project area has been  
previous disturbed by  ground disturbing activities (such as: utilities, roadways, 
bulkheads) and storm erosion. The applicant proposes to conduct the construction within 
the disturbed area to an average depth of 1.5 feet  (Figure 2).  
 
Area of Potential Effects  (APE)  
The archaeological APE for the Undertaking is limited to ground disturbance and any  
staging area(s) associated with this project.  
 
Resources Consulted:  
Online resources such  as  NJGEO-web and Historic Map Works  as well as  online 
topographic maps were  referenced. Additional research  at the New Jersey  State Museum  
was also conducted.  
 
Identification and Evaluation:  
Standing Structures:  
There is one  eligible historic district and one listed historic property on the National  
Register of Historic Places within a one-half mile  radius of the APE. The site is the North 
Shore Road Historic District (1160 feet) and the property is the John Doughty House  
located at 40 North Shore Road (2300 feet). While there is an historic district and  
property in the vicinity, due to the distance there will be no effect on the viewshed.  
 
Archaeological Historic Resources  
An archaeological  assessment was conducted to determine the Area of Potential Effect  
(APE)’s sensitivity to below ground archaeological  resources. To determine  the 
sensitivity, several aspects of the project were analyzed such as the project’s proximity to  
known archaeological  resources, waterways, historic properties, the site’s  environmental  
characteristics such as soil analysis and the  APE’s previous ground disturbance activities.  
Based on the above information and predictive modeling analyses, an assessment can 
determine if the site has  a high, moderate or low sensitivity to both historical and  
prehistoric archaeological resources.  
 
According to NJGEO-web, the  APE  is located within an  archaeological sensitive area  
(Figure 3). Research  conducted at the New Jersey State Museum indicated  that there are a 
total of  ten known archaeological sites  within a two-mile radius of the APE. All  of these 
are prehistoric sites: Pleasantville (28-AT-3), Smith’s  Landing (28-AT-4), Smith’s  
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Landing (28-AT-5), Smith's Landing (28-AT-6), Mt. Pleasant (28-AT-7), Tripician Farm 
(28-AT-83), Greens at Galloway (28-AT-100), No Name (28-AT-110), No Name (28-
AT-11 lA), No Name (28-AT-1 l lB). The sites are attributed to either: an old Indian 
village site, a large shell heap or a collection of projectile points and jasper flakes. The 
area surrounding the APE is comprised of various wetlands and Absecon Creek (see 
attached NJGEO-web map Soils and Wetland). The majority of the APE is directly 
located in wetlands and also abuts Absecon Creek. The APE is located within the 
Transquaking soil series-Transquaking mucky peat 0-1 % slopes (TrkA v) (see Figure 3). 
This soil tends to be very frequently flooded with a landform of tidal marshes. The APE 
is located within close proximity to water and somewhat well drained soils as well as 
being located in an archaeological sensitive area with ten known archaeological sites and 
there are historic properties within the APE, giving the APE a moderate to high 
sensitivity for archaeological resources, particularly prehistoric resources. However, a 
portion of the area has been previously disturbed for the construction of the current 
roadways, bulkheads and utilities. Proposed project work is to be constructed within 
disturbed and undisturbed areas. Cursory map research did not produce any historic maps 
that indicated the area of the APE, thereby giving the APE a low sensitivity to any 
archaeological resources. 

Assessment of Effects: 
Based on the aforementioned identification and evaluation, FEMA has determined that 
there are no historic properties as defined in 36 CFR 800.16(1) within the APE. 
Therefore, FEMA has determined a finding of No Historic Properties Affected for this 
Undertaking and is submitting this Undertaking to you for your review and comment. 
FEMA requests your comments within thirty (30) days. Should you have any questions or 
need additional information regarding this Undertaking, please contact Kelly M Britt, 
PhD, RPA, Archaeologist, at kelly.britt@fema.dhs.gov or (212) 680-8816. If practicable, 
we would appreciate an electronic copy of the concurrence letter be emailed to Ms. Britt. 

Sincerely, 

~:icp~ 
Regional Environmental Officer 

MJ/kb 
Enclosures: Maps and photos by applicant 
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Figure 1: Location Map and APE 

Approximate location of APE 
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Figure 2: Project Plans 
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Figure 3: NJ GeoWeb Map 

Approximate location of APE 

Approximate location of APE 
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U.S.  Department  of  Homeland Security  
Region II  
Jacob  K.  Javits Federal  Office Building  
Mitigation  Division  
26  Federal  Plaza,  13th  Floor  
New York,  NY 10278-0002  

January 13, 2015  
 
Ms. Glenna Wallace
 
  
Chief
 
  
Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma
 
  
12755 South 795 Road 


Wyandote, OK 74370
 
  
CC: 	 	 Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma  

Ms. Robin Dushane, Cultural Preservation Director and Tribal Historic  
Preservation Officer  

Delaware Nation
 
  
Delaware Tribe of  Indians
 
  

 Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma 
 
 
 
Re:	 	   Grant Name and Number: Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) NJ 1867 

Faunce  Landing Road Flood Mitigation  Project,  City of  Absecon, Atlantic  
County, New Jersey  
Grantee/Subgrantee:  New Jersey Office of Emergency Management/City  of  
Absecon, New Jersey  
Undertaking:  Hazard mitigation to Absecon Creek, at Faunce Landing Road,  
Absecon, Atlantic County, New Jersey (39.425879, -74.488868-center of project)  
Determination:  No Historic Properties Affected  
 

Dear Chief Wallace:  
 
The Federal Emergency  Management Agency (FEMA) has proposed to provide grant  
funding from its  Hazard  Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP)  to  the New Jersey Office of  
Emergency Management  (Grantee) for the City of  Absecon  (Subgrantee),  New Jersey  for  
a hazard mitigation improvement project to address the frequent  flooding and shoreline  
erosion on Absecon Creek at  Faunce  Landing Road (Figure 1). Being totally  unprotected  
from the contiguous Absecon Creek, the property  encounters severe flooding and erosion 
even during normal storm events. HMGP is authorized under Section 404 of the Robert  
T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency  Assistance Act and provides  grants to states  
and local  governments to implement long-term hazard mitigation measures after  a major  
disaster declaration. The  purpose of the  grant program is to reduce the loss of life and 
property due to natural disasters and to enable mitigation measures to be implemented 
during the immediate  recovery from a  disaster.  
 
Due to the  ground disturbance  associated with the Undertaking for this project, FEMA is 
initiating Section 106 consultation for the proposed enhancements per 36 CFR Part 800. 
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Undertaking:  
The  City is proposing the installation of a stone sill with associated wetland vegetation  
planting along the shoreline and near the proposed, formal parking area to alleviate  
flooding and erosion, the installation of a formal, crushed shell parking lot, including low  
profile bulkheading for flood protection, installation of a timber deck, and construction of  
a walking path/trail along the route of the  existing earthen roadway. The remainder of the  
roadway shall be vegetated with indigenous coastal vegetation. The project area has been  
previous disturbed by  ground disturbing activities (such as: utilities, roadways, 
bulkheads) and storm erosion. The applicant proposes to conduct the construction within 
the disturbed area to an average depth of 1.5 feet  (Figure 2).  
 
Area of Potential Effects (APE)  
The archaeological APE for the Undertaking is limited to ground disturbance and any  
staging area(s) associated with this project.  
 
Resources Consulted:  
Online resources such  as  NJGEO-web and Historic Map Works  as well as  online 
topographic maps were  referenced. Additional research  at the New Jersey  State Museum  
was  also conducted.  
 
Identification and Evaluation:  
Standing Structures:  
There is one  eligible historic district and one listed historic property on the National  
Register of Historic Places within a one-half mile  radius of the APE. The site is the North 
Shore Road Historic District (1160 feet) and the property is the John Doughty House  
located at 40 North Shore Road (2300 feet). While there is an historic district and  
property in the vicinity, due to the distance there  will be no effect on the viewshed.  
 
Archaeological Historic Resources  
An archaeological  assessment was conducted to determine the Area of Potential Effect  
(APE)’s sensitivity to below ground archaeological  resources. To determine the  
sensitivity, several aspects of the project were analyzed such as the project’s proximity to 
known archaeological  resources, waterways, historic properties, the site’s  environmental  
characteristics such as soil analysis and the  APE’s previous ground disturbance  activities. 
Based on the above information and predictive  modeling analyses, an  assessment can  
determine if the site has  a high, moderate or low sensitivity to both historical and  
prehistoric archaeological resources.  
 
According to NJGEO-web, the APE  is located within an  archaeological sensitive area  
(Figure 3). Research  conducted at the New Jersey State Museum indicated  that there are a 
total of  ten known archaeological sites  within a two-mile radius of the APE. All  of these 
are prehistoric sites: Pleasantville (28-AT-3), Smith’s  Landing (28-AT-4), Smith’s  

http://www.fema.gov/


Landing (28-AT-5), Smith's Landing (28-AT-6), Mt. Pleasant (28-AT-7), Tripician Farm 
(28-AT-83), Greens at Galloway (28-AT-100), No Name (28-AT-110), No Name (28-
AT-11 lA), No Name (28-AT-11 lB). The sites are attributed to either: an old Indian 
village site, a large shell heap or a collection of projectile points and jasper flakes. The 
area surrounding the APE is comprised of various wetlands and Absecon Creek (see 
attached NJGEO-web map Soils and Wetland). The majority of the APE is directly 
located in wetlands and also abuts Absecon Creek. The APE is located within the 
Transquaking soil series-Transquaking mucky peat 0-1 % slopes (TrkA v) (see Figure 3). 
This soil tends to be very frequently flooded with a landform of tidal marshes. The APE 
is located within close proximity to water and somewhat well drained soils as well as 
being located in an archaeological sensitive area with ten known archaeological sites and 
there are historic properties within the APE, giving the APE a moderate to high 
sensitivity for archaeological resources, particularly prehistoric resources. However, a 
portion of the area has been previously disturbed for the construction of the current 
roadways, bulkheads and utilities. Proposed project work is to be constructed within 
disturbed and undisturbed areas. Cursory map research did not produce any historic maps 
that indicated the area of the APE, thereby giving the APE a low sensitivity to any 
archaeological resources. 

Assessment of Effects: 
Based on the aforementioned identification and evaluation, FEMA has determined that 
there are no historic properties as defined in 36 CFR 800.16(1) within the APE. 
Therefore, FEMA has determined a finding of No Historic Properties Affected for this 
Undertaking and is submitting this Undertaking to you for your review and comment. 
FEMA requests your comments within thirty (30) days. Should you have any questions or 
need additional information regarding this Undertaking, please contact Kelly M Britt, 
PhD, RPA, Archaeologist, at kelly.britt@fema.dhs.gov or (212) 680-8816. If practicable, 
we would appreciate an electronic copy of the concurrence letter be emailed to Ms. Britt. 

Sincerely, 

/1!:h 
Regional Environmental Officer 

MJ/kb 
Enclosures: Maps and photos by applicant 
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Figure 1: Location Map and APE 

Approximate location of APE 
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Figure 2: Project Plans 
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Figure 3: NJ GeoWeb Map 

Approximate location of APE 

Approximate location of APE 
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U.S.  Department  of  Homeland Security  
Region II  
Jacob  K.  Javits Federal  Office Building  
Mitigation  Division  
26  Federal  Plaza,  13th  Floor  
New York,  NY 10278-0002  

January 13, 2015  
 
Mr. Ron Sparkman 


Chief
 
  
Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma 
 
 
P.O. Box 189 


Miami,  OK 74354 


CC: 	 	 Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma  
  Ms. Kim Jumper, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer  

Delaware Nation  
Delaware Tribe of  Indians  

 Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma   
 
Re:	 	   Grant Name and Number: Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) NJ 1867 

Faunce  Landing Road Flood Mitigation  Project,  City of  Absecon, Atlantic  
County, New Jersey  
Grantee/Subgrantee:  New Jersey Office of Emergency Management/City  of  
Absecon, New Jersey  
Undertaking:  Hazard mitigation to Absecon Creek, at Faunce Landing Road,  
Absecon, Atlantic County, New Jersey (39.425879, -74.488868-center of project)  
Determination:  No Historic Properties Affected  
 

Dear Chief Sparkman:  
 
The Federal Emergency  Management Agency (FEMA) has proposed to provide grant  
funding from its  Hazard  Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP)  to  the New Jersey Office of  
Emergency Management  (Grantee) for the City of  Absecon  (Subgrantee), New Jersey  for  
a hazard mitigation improvement project to address the frequent  flooding and shoreline  
erosion on Absecon Creek at  Faunce  Landing Road (Figure 1). Being totally  unprotected  
from the contiguous Absecon Creek, the property  encounters severe flooding and erosion 
even during normal storm events. HMGP is authorized under Section 404 of the Robert  
T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency  Assistance Act and provides  grants to states  
and local  governments to implement long-term hazard mitigation measures after  a major  
disaster declaration. The  purpose of the  grant program is to reduce the loss of life and 
property due to natural disasters and to enable mitigation measures to be implemented 
during the immediate  recovery from a  disaster.  
 
Due to the  ground disturbance  associated with the Undertaking for this project, FEMA is 
initiating Section 106 consultation for the proposed enhancements per 36 CFR Part 800. 
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Undertaking:  
The  City is proposing the installation of a stone sill with associated wetland vegetation  
planting along the shoreline and near the proposed, formal parking area to alleviate  
flooding and erosion, the installation of a formal, crushed shell parking lot, including low  
profile bulkheading for flood protection, installation of a timber deck, and construction of  
a walking path/trail along the route of the  existing earthen roadway. The remainder of the  
roadway shall be vegetated with indigenous coastal vegetation. The project area has been  
previous disturbed by  ground disturbing activities (such as: utilities, roadways, 
bulkheads) and storm erosion. The applicant proposes to conduct the construction within 
the disturbed area to an average depth of 1.5 feet  (Figure 2).  
 
Area of Potential Effects (APE)  
The archaeological APE for the Undertaking is limited to ground disturbance and any  
staging area(s) associated with this project.  
 
Resources Consulted:  
Online resources such  as  NJGEO-web and Historic Map Works  as well as  online 
topographic maps were  referenced. Additional research  at the New Jersey  State Museum  
was also conducted.  
 
Identification and Evaluation:  
Standing Structures:  
There is one  eligible historic district and one listed historic property on the National  
Register of Historic Places within a one-half mile  radius of the APE. The site is the North 
Shore Road Historic District (1160 feet) and the property is the John Doughty House  
located at 40 North Shore Road (2300 feet). While there is an historic district and  
property in the vicinity, due to the distance there  will be no effect on the viewshed.  
 
Archaeological Historic Resources  
An archaeological  assessment was conducted to determine the Area of Potential Effect  
(APE)’s sensitivity to below ground archaeological  resources. To determine the  
sensitivity, several aspects of the project were analyzed such as the project’s proximity to  
known archaeological  resources, waterways, historic properties, the site’s  environmental  
characteristics such as soil analysis and the  APE’s previous ground disturbance  activities. 
Based on the above information and predictive modeling analyses, an assessment can 
determine if the site has  a high, moderate or low sensitivity to both historical and  
prehistoric archaeological resources.  
 
According to NJGEO-web, the APE  is located within an  archaeological sensitive area  
(Figure 3). Research  conducted at the New Jersey State Museum indicated  that there are a 
total of  ten known archaeological sites  within a two-mile radius of the APE. All  of these 
are prehistoric sites: Pleasantville (28-AT-3), Smith’s  Landing (28-AT-4), Smith’s  
Landing (28-AT-5), Smith’s  Landing (28-AT-6), Mt. Pleasant  (28-AT-7), Tripician Farm  
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(28-AT-83), Greens at Galloway (28-AT-100), No Name (28-AT-110), No Name (28-
AT-l 1 lA), No Name (28-AT-11 lB). The sites are attributed to either: an old Indian 
village site, a large shell heap or a collection of projectile points and jasper flakes. The 
area surrounding the APE is comprised of various wetlands and Absecon Creek (see 
attached NJGEO-web map Soils and Wetland). The majority of the APE is directly 
located in wetlands and also abuts Absecon Creek. The APE is located within the 
Transquaking soil series-Transquaking mucky peat 0-1 % slopes (TrkA v) (see Figure 3). 
This soil tends to be very frequently flooded with a landform of tidal marshes. The APE 
is located within close proximity to water and somewhat well drained soils as well as 
being located in an archaeological sensitive area with ten known archaeological sites and 
there are historic properties within the APE, giving the APE a moderate to high 
sensitivity for archaeological resources, particularly prehistoric resources. However, a 
portion of the area has been previously disturbed for the construction of the current 
roadways, bulkheads and utilities. Proposed project work is to be constructed within 
disturbed and undisturbed areas. Cursory map research did not produce any historic maps 
that indicated the area of the APE, thereby giving the APE a low sensitivity to any 
archaeological resources. 

Assessment of Effects: 
Based on the aforementioned identification and evaluation, FEMA has determined that 
there are no historic properties as defined in 36 CFR 800.16(1) within the APE. 
Therefore, FEMA has determined a finding of No Historic Properties Affected for this 
Undertaking and is submitting this Undertaking to you for your review and comment. 
FEMA requests your comments within thirty (30) days. Should you have any questions or 
need additional information regarding this Undertaking, please contact Kelly M Britt, 
PhD, RPA, Archaeologist, at kelly.britt@fema.dhs.gov or (212) 680-8816. If practicable, 
we would appreciate an electronic copy of the concurrence letter be emailed to Ms. Britt. 

Sincerely, 

Mega 
Regional Environmental Officer 

MJ/kb 
Enclosures: Maps and photos by applicant 

www.fema.gov Page 3 of6 
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Figure 1: Location Map and APE 

Approximate location of APE 

http://www.fema.gov/
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Figure 2: Project Plans 

http://www.fema.gov/
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Figure 3: NJ GeoWeb Map 

Approximate location of APE 

Approximate location of APE 

http://www.fema.gov/


 

 
 

 
  

     
   

  
  
   

   

Delaware  Tribe  Historic  Preservation Representatives
 
  
Department  of  Anthropology
 
  

Gladfelter  Hall
 
  
Temple  University 



1115 W. P olett  Walk 


Philadelphia, P A  19122 



temple@delawaretribe.org
 
  

January  19, 2015  
U.S.  Department  of  Homeland  Security  
FEMA,  Region  II  
Attn: Kelly  M.  Britt  
Jacob  K.  Javits Federal  Office  Building  
Mitigation  Division  
26 Federal  Plaza,  13th  Floor  
New York,  NY 10278  
  
Re:  Hazard  Mitigation  Grant  Program  (HMGP)  NJ  1867  Faunce  Landing  Road  Flood  Mitigation  
Project,  Atlantic  County  
  
Dear  Kelly  M.  Britt,  
 
Thank  you  for  informing  the  Delaware  Tribe  regarding the  above  referenced  project.   We  are  
concerned  about  the close proximity of the project area  to resources with cultural or religious  
significance  to  the  Delaware Tribe.   Given  the project’s  location  it  is our recommendation  that 
you conduct  an  archaeological field survey  that includes  subsurface  testing  in the areas not  
previously disturbed by buried utilities.   After  this  survey  is  completed,  we would  appreciate a 
copy  of  the  report  so  that  we  may  reevaluate t he p roject  and  its  potential  impact  on  archaeological  
and  human  remains.    
 
Should  this  project  inadvertently uncover an archaeological site and/or human remains, even after  
an  archaeological  survey,  we  request  that  the  project  activities  be  postponed  until  the appropriate  
state  agencies and  the Delaware Tribe  are consulted.  We appreciate your cooperation.   If  you  
have  any questions,  feel  free  to contact  this  office  by phone  at  (609)  220-1047 or  by e-mail  at  
temple@delawaretribe.org.  

Sincerely, 

Blair Fink 
Delaware Tribe Historic Preservation Representatives 
Department of Anthropology 
Gladfelter Hall 
Temple University 
1115 W. Polett Walk 
Philadelphia, PA 19122 

mailto:temple@delawaretribe.org
mailto:temple@delawaretribe.org


From:  Temple University Archaeology 
To:  Britt, Kelly 
Subject:  Re: Absecon Creek #2 Faunce Landing Road 
Date:  Wednesday, April 01, 2015 6:28:57 PM

 Hi Kelly, 

Yes, I think if a statement referencing the landscaping and planting activities is included that 
would work. Thank you! 

Best, 

Blair Fink 
Delaware Tribe Historic Preservation Representative 
Department of Anthropology 
Gladfelter Hall, Rm. 207 
Temple University 
1115 W. Polett Walk 
Philadelphia, PA 19122 
temple@delawaretribe.org 
(609) 220-1047 

This electronic message contains information from the Delaware Tribe of Indians that may be confidential,
 privileged or proprietary in nature. The information is intended solely for the specific use of the individual
 or entity to which this is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you are notified
 that any use, distribution, copying, or disclosure of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you
 received this message in error, please notify the sender then delete this message. 

Britt, Kelly <Kelly.Britt@fema.dhs.gov> , 3/27/2015 9:13 AM: 
Thanks for replying Blair. HPO did not request in their response any site visits to the area.
 We always put a condition on project that requires work to stop if any archaeological
 resource is uncovered during construction-I’m happy to make that condition more robust if
 you would like. This is how it usually reads: 

If ground disturbing activities occur during construction, applicant will monitor
 ground disturbance and if any potential archeological 

resources are discovered, will immediately cease construction in that area and notify
 the State and FEMA. 

We could add a statement that references this includes the landscaping and planting


 portion of the project.
 
 

What are your thoughts?
 
 
Best,
 
 
Kelly
 
 

mailto:Kelly.Britt@fema.dhs.gov
mailto:temple@delawaretribe.org


Kelly M. Britt, PhD, RPA 
Archaeologist 
EHP Manager DR-4204 NY 

Mitigation Division 
Region II 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

26 Federal Plaza, 13th Floor 
New York, NY 10278-0002 
T: 212-680-8816 
F: 212-680-3602 
C: 917-587-3866 

From: Temple University Archaeology [mailto:temple@delawaretribe.org] 
Sent: Thursday, March 26, 2015 9:19 PM 
To: Britt, Kelly 
Subject: Re: Absecon Creek #2 Faunce Landing Road 

Hi Kelly, 

Thank you for passing this information on so quickly. It sounds like the ground disturbance 
will be limited in the high priority area to just the planting for the most part. Because 
NJDEP also has concerns regarding this area, will there be period site visits to ensure the 
contractors are staying within areas of previous disturbance? 

Best, 

Blair Fink 
Delaware Tribe Historic Preservation Representative 
Department of Anthropology 
Gladfelter Hall, Rm. 207 
Temple University 
1115 W. Polett Walk 
Philadelphia, PA 19122 
temple@delawaretribe.org 
(609) 220-1047 

This electronic message contains information from the Delaware Tribe of Indians
 that may be confidential, privileged or proprietary in nature. The information is
 intended solely for the specific use of the individual or entity to which this is
 addressed. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you are notified
 that any use, distribution, copying, or disclosure of this communication is strictly
 prohibited. If you received this message in error, please notify the sender then
 delete this message. 

Britt, Kelly <Kelly.Britt@fema.dhs.gov> , 3/19/2015 9:02 AM: 

mailto:Kelly.Britt@fema.dhs.gov
mailto:temple@delawaretribe.org
mailto:mailto:temple@delawaretribe.org


 

Hi Blair, 
I received some additional information regarding the project we discussed earlier this week
 regarding plantings, depths of disturbance, staging areas and any grading that might need to
 occur in that southern portion of the project that is in the sensitive archaeological area: 
 
1) Spartina patens and spartina alterniflora, planting depth is 6 to 8 inches 
 
2) Staging areas will be limited to currently disturbed (dirt) areas 
 
3) Very minimal grading will take place for the proposed walkway, the intention is to stabilize the
 area at its existing elevation. 
 
And was told by the project manager that NJDEP won’t let them touch anything green. All the
 grading work has to be completed using the existing roadway. 
 
Let me know if this assists with your determination and if you need any additional information. I
 was surprised how quick we got this info back-good sign! 
 
Best, 
Kelly 
 
Kelly M. Britt, PhD, RPA 
Archaeologist 
EHP Manager DR-4204 NY 
 
Mitigation Division 
Region II 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

26 Federal Plaza, 13th Floor 
New York, NY 10278-0002 
T: 212-680-8816 
F: 212-680-3602 
C: 917-587-3866 



 
 
 

From:  Kim Jumper 
To:  Britt, Kelly 
Subject:  RE: Absecon Creek Faunce Landing Road 
Date:  Tuesday, March 24, 2015 3:50:04 PM 

This letter is in response to the above referenced project. 
 
The Shawnee Tribe’s Tribal Historic Preservation Department concurs that no known
 historic properties will be negatively impacted by this project. We have no issues or
 concerns at this time, but in the event that archaeological materials are encountered during
 construction, use, or maintenance of this location, please re-notify us at that time as we
 would like to resume consultation under such a circumstance. 
 
Thank you for giving us the opportunity to comment on this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kim Jumper, THPO 
Shawnee Tribe  
 

From: Britt, Kelly [mailto:Kelly.Britt@fema.dhs.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 17, 2015 2:50 PM 
To: Kim Jumper 
Subject: Absecon Creek Faunce Landing Road 
 
Hi Kim, 
I’m emailing regarding the above listed project we mailed to your office for consultation on
 1/19/15. I just wanted to follow-up and see if you had any comments or concerns. 
I’ve attached a digital version in case for some reason you never received the hard copy. 
Thank you. 
Best, 
Kelly 
 
Kelly M. Britt, PhD, RPA 
Archaeologist 
EHP Manager DR-4204 NY 
 
Mitigation Division 
Region II 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
26 Federal Plaza, 13th Floor 
New York, NY 10278-0002 
T: 212-680-8816 

mailto:mailto:Kelly.Britt@fema.dhs.gov


F: 212-680-3602 
C: 917-587-3866 
 



UnitedStatesDepartmentof the Interior 
FISHAND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

NewJerseyField Office 
927North Main Street,BuildingD 

Pleasantville,NewJersey08232 
Tel: 609-646-9310 Fax: 609-646-0352 

IN REPLY REFER TO: http://www.fws.gov/northeast/njfi eldoffice 
r2-cPA-0248 

BJ Smith,DisasterResponseOperationsSpecialist 

U.S.Departmentof Homeland Security


FEMA RegionII


26 F ederalPlaza,RoomI3 07
 
 JUN2 7 2A12
NewYork,NewYork 10278 
Barbara.Sm ith@fema. dhs.gov 

Reference: Hazard Mitigation Grant Program, FaunceLanding Road, City of Absecon, Alantic Countyo
New Jersey 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service(Service)has reviewed the above-referencedproposedproject pursuantto the 
EndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973 (57 Stat.884,asamended;16U.S.C. 1531etseq.)-ensuringthe frotectionof 
federally listed endangeredandthreatenedspecies,the Migratory Bird Treatyect of l9l8 (40 Stai.755, as amended; 
l6 U.S.C.703-712),andthe Fish andWildlife CoordinationAct (16 U.S.C. 661-667e;48Stat. 401). 

A known occurrenceor potentialhabitatfor the following federally listedor candidatespecies is locatedon or near the 
project's impact area' However,the Service concursthat the proposedproject is not likely to adversely affect federally
listedor candidate speciesfor the reasons listedbelow. 

Species Basisfor Determination


Knieskem's beaked-rush(Rhynchosporalmieskernii) (threatened)
 Lackof suitablehabitat 


Exceptfor the above-mentioned species,nootherfederallylistedor proposedthreatenedor endangered floraor fauna 
underServicejurisdictionare known to occur withintheproposedproject'simpactarea. Therefore, nofurther 
consultationpursuantto the ESA is required.If additionalinformationon fedeially listedspeciesbecomesavailable,or 
if projectplanschange,thisdeterminationmaybe reconsidered. 

Pleasereferto this office's websiteat http:/hvww.fws.gov/northeast/njfieldoffice/Endangered/ for further information 
includingfederallylistedandcandidatespecieslists,proceduresfor requestingESAreview,the National BaldEagle
ManagementGuidelines,andcontactsfor obtaininginformationfromthe New JerseyNaturalHeritageand Endangered 
andNongameSpeciesProgramsregardingState-listedandotherspeciesof concem. 

ReviewingBiologist: 

AuthorizingSupervisor: 

nltaa.doc 06/0212009 

http:/hvww.fws.gov/northeast/njfieldoffice/Endangered
http:required.If
http:Barbara.Sm
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/njfi


U.S.Departmentof Homeland Security 
26 Federal Plaza 

Room1307 
NewYork, New York 10278 

FEMA


June 12,2012 

Mr. Ron Popowski 
U.S. FishandWildlife Service


New JerseyField Office


927 North Main Street,Building D


Pleasantville,New Jersey08232



RE:Applicationfor FederalAssistance

HazardMitigationGrantProgram

FaunceLandingRoad,AbseconCity,AtlanticCounty,NewJersey

Disaster1867 

DearMr. Popowski: 

TheDepartmentof HomelandSecurity'sFederalEmergencyManagementAgency (DHS-FEMA), 
RegionII, is completingreviewof the abovereferencedapplicatiorrforFederalu5iitun"" underthe 
HazatdMitigationGrant Program. TheEndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973 requiresFederalagenciesto 
determinetheeffectsof theiractionsonthreatenedandendangered(T&E) speciesof fish,wildlife and 
plantsandtheircriticalhabitats,andtakestepsto conserveandprotectthesespecies. 

Section7 of the EndangeredSpeciesAct directsall Federal agenciesto usetheirexistingauthoritiesto 
conservethreatenedandendangeredspeciesand, in consultationwith the Service, to ensurethattheir 
actionsdo not jeopardizelistedspeciesor destroyor adverselymodi$,criticalhabitat.Therefore,FEMA 
requestsinformalconsultationwith the U.s. Fishandwildlife Service(usFws) in accordancewith 
Section7 of the EndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973 (87Stat.884,asamended;tOfu.S.C.1531et seq.), 
Additionally,werequestconsultationunderthe Migratory Bird TreatyAct (16U.S.C.703,asamended)
andthe Fish andWildlifeCoordinationAct (48Stat.401.asamended;16U.S.C.661 etseq.) to assist 
FEMA in determiningpotentialprojectimpacts. 

Theapplicantproposesthe installation of a stonesill to alleviatefloodinganderosion,replantingof salt­
marshvegetation,installationof anarticulatedconcreteblockparking *"u, installation of a I 0, wide 
Pgdestrigwalkingpathusingarticulatedconcreteblock,instailationof a low profile bulkhead(steel
sheet piling) aroundtheperimeterof the articulatedconcreteblock parkin g ur"utofurtheralleviate 
floodinganderosion,installationof a 120'x 20' timberdeck on pilbs (no-CCA treatment),installationof
beam guide rail, installationof a hot mix asphaltapronat the entiancefromFaunceLandingRoad,and 
installationof storm-water managementfacilitiesas needed (seeattachedphotosandsitedrawing).The 
restroomfacilitywill not be funded throughthisgrantapplication.The proposed projectlocationlies 
withinthe 100 year floodboundary. 

www.fema.gov 

http:www.fema.gov


We do not anticipatethat the FEMA fundingof this project will result in the adverseaffectsto listed 
species(Knieskern'sB_eaked-Rush)providedthatthe pioject is adequatelyscreenedand reviewed for the
potentialpresenceof federally-listedspecies;andthe pttential .onni.tr are resolvedvia coordination
with USFWS prior to projectimplementation. 

Pleaseforwardyourresponseto the following addresswithin thiffy (30) days. If you haveanyquestions,
pleasecontactmeat(571)329-6452orby emailatbarbara.smith@fLma.dtrs.govtrMeganJadrosichat 
meganj adrosich@dhs.gov. 

BJ Smithor MeganJadrosich 
Departmentof HomelandSecurity 
FederalEmergencyManagementAgency- RegionII 
26FederalPlaza,RoomI3 07 

York,NY 10278 

Thankyou for your timeandconsiderationonthismaffer. 

ionAssistanceSpecialist 
DHS/FEMARegionII 

Enclosures:		 List of Endangered Speciesby Municipality 
ProjectDesignandPhotos 
USGeologicalSurvey7.5MinuteTopoeuad 
WetlandsMap 
FIRM Map 



  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

DearU.S. Department of Homeland Security 
26 Federal Plaza 

Room 1307 
Mitigation Division-EHP 

New York, New York 10278 

April 30, 2015 

Mr.  Ron Popowski   
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  
New Jersey Field Office  
927 North Main Street, Building D  
Pleasantville, New Jersey  08232  
 
 
RE:   Application for Federal Assistance  
        Hazard Mitigation Grant Program  
        Faunce Landing Road, Absecon City, Atlantic  County, New Jersey  Disaster  1867  

Re-consulation-12-CPA-0248, Original consult dated June 12, 2012  
 
 

Dear Mr.  Popowski:  
 
The Department of Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency Management Agency (DHS-FEMA),  
Region II originally  informally  consulted with your  office  in accordance with  the Endangered Species Act  
in a  letter dated June 12, 2012 regarding the  above referenced application for Federal  assistance under  the 
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program.  Your office’s concurrence  letter was dated June 27, 2012 and is  
enclosed.  The project’s proposed design was  modified since  2012 to incorporate  a living shoreline  design  
concept for shoreline stabilization for the  majority of   the  project  reach, reduce  the length of proposed 
bulkhead and incorporate  use of  pervious parking lot  and trail materials; hence, the revised design 
alternative minimizes p otential for adverse impacts to  the environment and wildlife and  fisheries species 
and habitat  associated with  this shoreline erosion control and  road damage risk reduction project.  Thank 
you to the Service’s  active  participation and guidance to FEMA and the Grantee/Subgrantee stakeholders  
in the alternative design formulation process  to arrive at a design that  better balances the project  purpose 
and need with natural  resource stewardship and floodplain management. 
 
Since  first informally consulting with your office  in 2012, the Red Knot and the Northern Long-Eared Bat  
were listed  as threatened and we are re-initiating Section 7 consultation with your  office  for these  two (2)  
species. Our previous consultation addressed the Kneiskern’s Beaked-Rush.  Therefore, FEMA requests 
informal consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  (USFWS) in accordance with Section 7 of  
the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et  seq.), Additionally,  we  
request  consultation under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (16 U.S.C. 703, as amended)  and the Service’s 
comments are also welcomed in  accordance with  the National Environmental Policy Act (42. U.S.C. 
4321 et seq.), as  FEMA is preparing an Environmental Assessment for the  project.   



Proposed Project Description: 
The City is proposing the installation of a stone sill with associated wetland vegetation planting 
along the shoreline and near the proposed, formal parking area to alleviate flooding and erosion, 
the installation of a formal, crushed shell parking lot, including low profile bulkheading for flood 
protection, bollards, installation of a timber deck on piles, two observation decks (one 30'x 20' 
and one 33' x 20') and construction of a 5' walking path/trail of permeable pavers. The 
remainder of the roadway shall be vegetated with indigenous coastal vegetation (see attached 
photos and site drawing). 

Findings: 
The design changes proposed did not change our earlier finding of not likely to adversely affect the 
Kneiskern's Beaked-Rush. As the project would not involve any tree removal, FEMA finds that the 
action would have no effect on the Northern Long-eared bat. The project area supports intertidal habitat 
and nearshore habitat that is utilized by migratory shorebirds; however, we do not have site-specific 
information concerning regular use of this area by the red knot. The design modification to incorporate a 
living shoreline approach with enhanced native plant landscaping with some rock stabilization and 
minimal bulkhead installation is anticipated to balance shoreline stabilization needs with the estuarine 
foraging habitat for shorebirds such as herons and egret. Wildlife and migratory birds would be displaced 
temporarily from the immediate project area during construction due to noise and equipment 
operation/ground disturbing activities; however, the grantee/subgrantee would be required to avoid take 
of migratory birds during construction and the area would support foraging habitat post-construction. 
FEMA finds that the proposed action would not significantly adversely impact migratory birds or 
migratory bird habitat. FEMA finds that the proposed action may affect but is not likely to adversely 
affect the listed red knot. 

We look forward to your concurrence with these findings and any additional comments you may have for 
final design planning within thirty days (30) ofreceipt of this letter. It would be helpful in expediting the 
grant delivery if your return correspondence was emailed to Kelly.Britt@fema.dhs.gov. If you have any 
questions, please contact me at (212) 680-8816 or by email or Megan Jadrosich, Regional Environmental 
Officer at megan.jadrosich@fema.dhs.gov and (212) 680-3635. Thank you for your time and 
consideration on this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Ke y M Bntt, 
Archaeologist 
DHS/FEMA Region II 

Enclosures: 
Consultation Letters dated June 12, 2012 and Response dated June 26, 2012 
Project Design and Photos 
US Geological Survey 7.5 Minute Topo Quad 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Figure 1:  Location Map and APE  

Approximate location of APE 



 
 

 
 
 

Figure 2: Project Plans 



























UnitedStatesDepartmentof the Interior 
FISHAND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

NewJerseyField Office 
927North Main Street,BuildingD 

Pleasantville,NewJersey08232 
Tel: 609-646-9310 Fax: 609-646-0352 

IN REPLY REFER TO: http://www.fws.gov/northeast/njfi eldoffice 
r2-cPA-0248 

BJ Smith,DisasterResponseOperationsSpecialist 

U.S.Departmentof Homeland Security


FEMA RegionII


26 F ederalPlaza,RoomI3 07
 
 JUN2 7 2A12
NewYork,NewYork 10278 
Barbara.Sm ith@fema. dhs.gov 

Reference: Hazard Mitigation Grant Program, FaunceLanding Road, City of Absecon, Alantic Countyo
New Jersey 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service(Service)has reviewed the above-referencedproposedproject pursuantto the 
EndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973 (57 Stat.884,asamended;16U.S.C. 1531etseq.)-ensuringthe frotectionof 
federally listed endangeredandthreatenedspecies,the Migratory Bird Treatyect of l9l8 (40 Stai.755, as amended; 
l6 U.S.C.703-712),andthe Fish andWildlife CoordinationAct (16 U.S.C. 661-667e;48Stat. 401). 

A known occurrenceor potentialhabitatfor the following federally listedor candidatespecies is locatedon or near the 
project's impact area' However,the Service concursthat the proposedproject is not likely to adversely affect federally
listedor candidate speciesfor the reasons listedbelow. 

Species Basisfor Determination


Knieskem's beaked-rush(Rhynchosporalmieskernii) (threatened)
 Lackof suitablehabitat 


Exceptfor the above-mentioned species,nootherfederallylistedor proposedthreatenedor endangered floraor fauna 
underServicejurisdictionare known to occur withintheproposedproject'simpactarea. Therefore, nofurther 
consultationpursuantto the ESA is required.If additionalinformationon fedeially listedspeciesbecomesavailable,or 
if projectplanschange,thisdeterminationmaybe reconsidered. 

Pleasereferto this office's websiteat http:/hvww.fws.gov/northeast/njfieldoffice/Endangered/ for further information 
includingfederallylistedandcandidatespecieslists,proceduresfor requestingESAreview,the National BaldEagle
ManagementGuidelines,andcontactsfor obtaininginformationfromthe New JerseyNaturalHeritageand Endangered 
andNongameSpeciesProgramsregardingState-listedandotherspeciesof concem. 

ReviewingBiologist: 

AuthorizingSupervisor: 

nltaa.doc 06/0212009 

http:/hvww.fws.gov/northeast/njfieldoffice/Endangered
http:required.If
http:Barbara.Sm
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/njfi


U.S.Departmentof Homeland Security 
26 Federal Plaza 

Room1307 
NewYork, New York 10278 

FEMA


June 12,2012 

Mr. Ron Popowski 
U.S. FishandWildlife Service


New JerseyField Office


927 North Main Street,Building D


Pleasantville,New Jersey08232



RE:Applicationfor FederalAssistance

HazardMitigationGrantProgram

FaunceLandingRoad,AbseconCity,AtlanticCounty,NewJersey

Disaster1867 

DearMr. Popowski: 

TheDepartmentof HomelandSecurity'sFederalEmergencyManagementAgency (DHS-FEMA), 
RegionII, is completingreviewof the abovereferencedapplicatiorrforFederalu5iitun"" underthe 
HazatdMitigationGrant Program. TheEndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973 requiresFederalagenciesto 
determinetheeffectsof theiractionsonthreatenedandendangered(T&E) speciesof fish,wildlife and 
plantsandtheircriticalhabitats,andtakestepsto conserveandprotectthesespecies. 

Section7 of the EndangeredSpeciesAct directsall Federal agenciesto usetheirexistingauthoritiesto 
conservethreatenedandendangeredspeciesand, in consultationwith the Service, to ensurethattheir 
actionsdo not jeopardizelistedspeciesor destroyor adverselymodi$,criticalhabitat.Therefore,FEMA 
requestsinformalconsultationwith the U.s. Fishandwildlife Service(usFws) in accordancewith 
Section7 of the EndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973 (87Stat.884,asamended;tOfu.S.C.1531et seq.), 
Additionally,werequestconsultationunderthe Migratory Bird TreatyAct (16U.S.C.703,asamended)
andthe Fish andWildlifeCoordinationAct (48Stat.401.asamended;16U.S.C.661 etseq.) to assist 
FEMA in determiningpotentialprojectimpacts. 

Theapplicantproposesthe installation of a stonesill to alleviatefloodinganderosion,replantingof salt­
marshvegetation,installationof anarticulatedconcreteblockparking *"u, installation of a I 0, wide 
Pgdestrigwalkingpathusingarticulatedconcreteblock,instailationof a low profile bulkhead(steel
sheet piling) aroundtheperimeterof the articulatedconcreteblock parkin g ur"utofurtheralleviate 
floodinganderosion,installationof a 120'x 20' timberdeck on pilbs (no-CCA treatment),installationof
beam guide rail, installationof a hot mix asphaltapronat the entiancefromFaunceLandingRoad,and 
installationof storm-water managementfacilitiesas needed (seeattachedphotosandsitedrawing).The 
restroomfacilitywill not be funded throughthisgrantapplication.The proposed projectlocationlies 
withinthe 100 year floodboundary. 

www.fema.gov 

http:www.fema.gov


We do not anticipatethat the FEMA fundingof this project will result in the adverseaffectsto listed 
species(Knieskern'sB_eaked-Rush)providedthatthe pioject is adequatelyscreenedand reviewed for the
potentialpresenceof federally-listedspecies;andthe pttential .onni.tr are resolvedvia coordination
with USFWS prior to projectimplementation. 

Pleaseforwardyourresponseto the following addresswithin thiffy (30) days. If you haveanyquestions,
pleasecontactmeat(571)329-6452orby emailatbarbara.smith@fLma.dtrs.govtrMeganJadrosichat 
meganj adrosich@dhs.gov. 

BJ Smithor MeganJadrosich 
Departmentof HomelandSecurity 
FederalEmergencyManagementAgency- RegionII 
26FederalPlaza,RoomI3 07 

York,NY 10278 

Thankyou for your timeandconsiderationonthismaffer. 

ionAssistanceSpecialist 
DHS/FEMARegionII 

Enclosures:		 List of Endangered Speciesby Municipality 
ProjectDesignandPhotos 
USGeologicalSurvey7.5MinuteTopoeuad 
WetlandsMap 
FIRM Map 



 

  

    

 

Faunce Landing Road Flood Mitigation Project, City of Absecon, Atlantic County, New Jersey (05/2011) 

(Note: plans shown in photos are for photo reference only-not current Scope of Work) 

Figure 1 
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Figure 10 



UnitedStatesDepartmentof thefnterior 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

NewJerseyFieldOffice

927 North Main Street,BuildingD


Pleasantville,NewJersev0g252

Tel: 609-646-9310 Fax: 6b9-646_03S2

IN REPLYREFERTO: http://wwry,fws.gov/northeasUnjfi eldoffice 
l2-CPA-0248a 

Dr. KellyM. Britt,RegionalArcheologist


FEMARegionll / Environmental& H]storicpreservarion


26 Federa!Plaza,13frFloor 

lfAY0s 2015
 
NewYork,NewYork 10278


Kelly.Briu@fema.dhs.gov



Reference:	FaunceLanding Road,Abseconcity, Atlanticcounty, NewJersey- consultationfor red knot(caridris canatusrufa) andnorthern rong-earedbat (Myotissepteitionaris\ 

TheU'S' Fishandwildlife Service(Service)hasreviewedtheabove-referencedproposedprojectpursuantto theEndangeredSpeciesAct of I973. (87 stat.8g4,asamended;16u.s.c. 1:31el seq. ) ensu;i'ng-'the'protectronorfederallylistedendangeredand threatened theMi$atory Bird rreatyAct _species, of 19lg (40 Stat.755,as amended; 16U.S.C.703-712),andthe Fish andwildlifecoordinatiJnaci 1tou.s.c .661_667e;48Stat.401). 

A known occurrenceor potentialhabitatfor thefollowingfederallylistedor candidate speciesis located onor near theproject'simpactarea.However,theServiceconcursthat-theproposedprojectisnot likely to aJversely affectfederallylistedor candidatespeciesfor thereasonslistedbelow. 

Basisfor Determination 
Red knot (threatened) All effectsareinsignificantor discountable
Northemlons-earedbat 

Exceptfor theabove-mentionedspecies,nootherfederallylistedor proposedthreatenedor endangeredfloraor faunaunderServicejurisdictionare known to occur withintheiroposedproject'simpactarea.Therefore,nofurtherconsultationpursuantto theESAis required. If addition;lintormationon federally listedspe"i".u".o.", uuuitaut",o.if projectplanschange,thisdeterminationmaybe reconsidered. 

Pleasereferto thisoffice,swebsite at http://www.fivs.gov/northeashttp://wv{w.fivs.gov/northeast/njfieldoffice/Endangered/for furtherinformation 

yf*-":T::t:J'j:,T11^T*:T::*.1.obtainineinrormatio,ao','tii"N".,i;;;;; 
andNongame

il;fi".,l*"
SpeciesprogramsregardingStateJiJtedandotherspeciesof concem.	 ""iilii?J,"6 

ReviewingBiologist: 
CarloPopolizio 

AuthorizingSupervisor: 

\ltaa.doc 06/02/2009 

http://wv{w.fivs.gov/northeast/njfieldoffice/Endangered
http://www.fivs.gov/northeas
mailto:Kelly.Briu@fema.dhs.gov
http://wwry,fws.gov/northeasUnj


DearU.S.Departmentof Homeland Securit 
26 Federal plaza 

Room1307 
MjtigarionDivision-EHp 

New York, New York 10278 

FEMA 
April 30, 2015 

Mr. Ron Popowski 

U.S.FishandWildlife Service


New JerseyFieldOffice


927 North MainStreet,BuildingD


Pleasantville,New Jersey 08232


Applicationfor FederalAssistance


HazardMitigation GrantProgram


FaunceLandingRoad,AbseconCity, Atlantic County,New JerseyDisasterlg67

Re-consulation-12-CPA-0248,
OriginalconsultdatedJune 12, 2012 

Dear Mr. Popowski: 

TheDepartmentof Homeland Security'sFederalEmergencyManagementAgency(DHS_FEMA),
RegionII originally informallyconsultedwith your office in accordince with-thebndangeredSpeciesect 
in a letter datedJune 12,2012 regardingthe above referencedapplicationfor Federalass]stanceunder the 
HazardMitigationGrant Progmm. your office's concurrenceltner wasdatedJune 27,2012 andis 
enclosed.The project's proposeddesignwasmodifiedsince2012 to incorporatea living shorelinedesign
concept for shorelinestabilizationfor the majorityofthe projectreach,reducethe lengtliofproposed
bulkheadandincorporateuseofpervious parking lot and trail materials;hence,the reiised design
altemativeminimizes potential for adverse impactsto the environment andwildlife andfisherieispecies
andhabitat associated with this shoreline erosioncontroland road damagerisk reduction pro1ec1 thank 
you to the Seruice'sactive participation and guidance to FEMA and the Grantee/Subgrant""ituk"hold.r,
in the altemativedesignformulationprocessto arriveat a design thatbetterbalancesihe project purpose
andneedwith naturalresourcestewardshipand floodplain management. 

Since first informally consultingwith your office in 2012, theRed Knot andthe Northem Long-EaredBat 
were lisled asthreatenedand we are re-initiatingSection7 consultation with your office for thJse two 12)species.our previous consultationaddressedthe Kneiskern's Beaked-Rush.Therefore,FEMA requests
informalconsultationwith the U.S. Fish andWildlife Service(USFWS)in accordancewith Section 7 ot
the Endangered SpeciesAct of 1973 (87stat.gg4,asamended;l6 U.S.c. l53l et seq.), Additionally, we 
requestconsultationunderthe Migratory Bird rreaty Act (16u.s.c. 703,as amendedj'and theseffic;,s 
commentsarealsowelcomedin accordance with the National Environmentalpolicy Act (42. u.s.c. 
4321 et seq.),as FEMA is preparing an Environmental Assessmentfor the p;oiect. 



ProoosedProiect Ilescription: 
The City is proposing the installation ofa stone sill with associated wetland vegetation planting 
along &e shoreline and near the proposed, formal parking area to alleviate floo-cling anderosion, 
the installation ofa formal, crushedshell parking lot, inciuding low profile bulkhelding for flood 
protection, bollards, installation ofa timber deck on piles, two observation decks (one jO'x 20' 
and one 33' x 20') and consrructionofa 5' walking path/trail ofpermeable pavers,The 
remainder of the roadway shall be vegetated with indigenous coastal vegetaion (see attached 
photos and site drawing). 

Findinqsl 
Thedesign changes proposed did not changeour ear{ier finding ofnot likery to adverselyaffectthe 
Kneiskern'sBeaked-Rush.As the projectwould not involne anytree removal, FEMA finds that the 
action would haveno effect on the Northern Long-earedbat. ThL projectarea iupports intertidal habitat 
and nearshore habitatthat is utilizedby migratoryshorebirds;howevir, wedo noi havesite-specific
informationconcemingregularuseof this area by the red knot. Thedesignmodificationto incorporate a 
living shoreline approachwith enhancednative plant landscapingwith somerockstabilizationani 
minimalbulkheadinstallationis anticipated to balance shorelinelabilizationneedswith theestuarine 
foraginghabitatfor shorebirdssuchas herons and egret. Wildlife andmigratorybirdswouldbe displaceo 
temporarilyfrom the immediate projectareaduring construction dueto noise andequipment
operatior/grounddisturbingactivities;however,thegrantee/subgranteewould be required to avoid take 
of migratory birds during constructionand the area woulclsuppo* foraginghabitatpost-construction.
FEMA findsthat the proposedaction would notsignificantlyadverselyimpact migiatory birds or 
migratorybird habirat.FEMA finds rhar the proposed actionmay affect uut ls notlikely to adversely 
affect the listed red knot. 

We look forward to your conculrencewith thesefindingsand any additionalcommentsyou may have for 
final designplanningwithin thirty days(30)ofreceiptof th.i.s.le!le.r. l! would tre -he1pilr-l'in expeditingthe
gant deliveryifyour retum correspondencewasemailedto Kellv.Britt@fema.dhs.govIf . you haveLy
questions,pJea.segontactme al (212,)680-8816or by email r,r M-egan Jadro"i"f',nrgional Environmental 
officer a megan.iadrosich@fema.dhs.eov and(212)680-3635.Thank you foryouitime and 
considerat'ionon tlis matter. 

Enclosures: 
ConsultationLettersdated June lZ,20I2 andResponsedatedJune26,2012 
ProjectDesignand Photos 
US Geological Survey 7.5 MinuteTopoQuad 

mailto:megan.iadrosich@fema.dhs.eov
mailto:Kellv.Britt@fema.dhs.gov
http:questions,pJea.se
http:Kneiskern'sBeaked-Rush.As




































 
 
 
 

 

 
 

U.S.  Department  of  Homeland  Security  

Region  II  
Jacob  K.  Javits  Federal  Office  Building  
Mitigation  Division  
26  Federal  Plaza,  Room  1337  
New  York,  NY  10278-0002  

 

April 13, 2015 

Mr. Christopher  M. Dolphin  
Bureau of Coastal Regulation  
Department of Environmental Protection  
Division of Land Use Regulation  
P.O. Box 420  
Trenton, New Jersey  08625-0420  
 
SUBJECT:   Federal Consistency Determination  
  FEMA Hazard Mitigation Grant Program   
  Faunce Landing Road Flood Mitigation Project   
  Absecon City, Atlantic County, NJ  
  Grant  number:  Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) NJ 1867  

Faunce  Landing Road Flood Mitigation Project, City of Absecon, Atlantic 
County, New Jersey  

 
Dear Mr. Dolphin:  
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), Region II, is evaluating a proposed 
Hazard Mitigation  federal grant project  for  Absecon City, Atlantic County, New Jersey.  The 
proposed project is located within the Coastal Area Facility Review Act  (CAFRA) zone.  A 
Coastal Zone Consistency  Statement as well  as project information, maps, designs and photos are  
enclosed for your office’s review.   
 
The hazard mitigation project proposes  to address  the frequent  flooding and shore line erosion on 
Absecon Creek at Faunce Landing Road (see attached vicinity map). Being totally unprotected 
from the contiguous Absecon Creek, the property encounters severe flooding and erosion even 
during normal storm events.  The project was developed in a partnership between the community  
and the USFWS Pleasantville Office.  
 
The proposed project will install  approximately 250 linear  feet  by ten-foot wide rock sill below  
the ordinary high water mark (OHWM). Native grasses (Spartina Patens and Spartina Alerniflora)  
will  be planted behind the rock sill to allow for  fish habitat, as well  as  balance of the shoreline 
(approximately 750 feet) with native grasses and shrubs to allow  for fish and wildlife habitat  
leaving a five-foot wide pedestrian walkway built with permeable pavers where the old sand road  
exists.  In addition, the proposed action includes the installation of  a formal, crushed shell parking  
lot  (approximately 8,680 square-feet), including low profile bulkheading for  flood protection, as 

2 



well as the installation of two timber decks, both approximately 660 square-feet. Bollards will 
also be installed in the crushed shell parking lot. 

FEMA has determined that the proposed action is consistent with New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection' s (NJDEP) Coastal Zone Management Rules N.J.A.C. 7:7E. The 
proposed action would not result in significant adverse effects to the special areas as defined in 
the Coastal Zone Management Rules. FEMA requests a Federal consistency determination from 
NJDEP's Land Use Regulation Program under Section 307 of the Federal Coastal Zone 
Management Act (CZMA), 16 U.S.C. 1451 et seq. for the proposed action. The Federal 
consistency determination needed to award the grant does not eliminate the City of Absecon's 
responsibility to obtain all applicable federal, state and local permits prior to construction 
implementation, including any necessary permits from NJDEP. FEMA has the capability to 
approve grants with the condition that all applicable permits will be obtained by the grant 
applicant prior to construction; therefore, we are seeking a general concurrence from your office 
in accordance with the CZMA to satisfy our federal agency legal responsibilities prior to grant 
award. 

FEMA looks forward to your office's concurrence with FEMA's federal consistency 
determination statement for the proposed action. If you have any questions regarding the 
proposed federal grant project, please do not hesitate to contact me at (212) 680-8816 or 
kelly.britt@fema.dhs.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Kelly M Britt, Phd, RP A 
Archaeologist, Region II 

KMB/kb 
Enclosures: CZM Statement, Maps, Designs, and Photographs 

www.fema.gov Page 2 of 4 



  
 

 
 

 

 

 Approximate location of APE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Figure 1: Location Map and APE  



  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	Figure 2: Project Plans
	



 
 
 
  
 

 
 

   May 18, 2015 
Ms. Karen Greene  
National  Marine Fisheries Service  
Habitat Conservation Division  
74 Magruder Road  
Highlands, NJ  07732  
karen.greene@noaa.gov  
 
Subject:  Request for Project Review  
 Absecon Creek, East Faunce  Landing Road   
 DR 1867-NJ HMGP  
 City of Absecon, Atlantic County, New Jersey  
 
Dear Ms. Greene:  
 
In compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act of  1969 (NEPA), the Federal Emergency  
Management Agency (FEMA) is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) for  a planned living  
shoreline stabilization project  in the City of Absecon,  Atlantic, New Jersey (proposed project).  The 
purpose of the proposed project is to provide storm risk  management and flood relief to the low-lying  area  
along the eastern portion of Absecon Creek t hat  experience frequent flooding during storm events. The 
City has  requested funding from FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation Grant Program for this project.    
The section on the south side of Faunce Landing Road, between 4th  Avenue and East Libson Avenue, is 
registered in the Atlantic County Flood Hazard Inventory for critical flooding. The City of Absecon  
proposes shore protection improvements to address frequent  flooding and erosion along Absecon Creek at  
Block 164, Lot 1. The  subject property is owned by the City of Absecon and currently used as parking  
associated with the adjacent boat ramp facility and as a small boat launch. Historically the area was used as  
a marina for mooring small boats. Being totally unprotected from the contiguous Absecon Creek, this 
property encounters frequent flooding and erosion from coastal  storm events.  
 
Over the past nine years, the City of Absecon has made substantial  improvements to the nearby hardened 
boat  ramp facility and surrounding areas. In the summer of 2006, a deteriorating timber bulkhead along  
Faunce Landing Road to the east was  replaced with new steel sheet piling funded by the NJDEP Bureau of  
Coastal Engineering and the Division of Fish and Wildlife. Under  the Fiscal Years 2007 and  2008 NJDOT  
Municipal Aid Program, portions of Faunce Landing Road and Fourth Avenue were reconstructed to 
accommodate the new bulkhead, improve parking and traffic flow, enhance pedestrian safety, and alleviate 
flooding.  
 
Description of  Project  

The Proposed Action would stabilize approximately 1,000 feet of  the west bank of Absecon Creek using a 
living shoreline design. The proposed project  includes  the installation of approximately 250 linear feet by  
ten-foot wide rock sill below the ordinary high water  mark (OHWM). Native grasses (Spartina Patens and 
Spartina Alerniflora) will  be planted behind the rock sill  to allow  for fish habitat, as well as  balance of  the 
shoreline (approximately 750 feet) with native grasses and shrubs to allow for fish and wildlife  habitat  
leaving a five-foot wide pedestrian walkway built with permeable pavers where the old sand road exists. In 
addition, the proposed action includes the installation of a formal, crushed shell parking lot (approximately  

U.S.  Department  of  Homeland  Security  

Region  II  
Jacob  K.  Javits  Federal  Office  Building  
26  Federal  Plaza,  Room  1311  
New  York,  NY   10278-0002  

www.fema.gov 

mailto:karen.greene@noaa.gov
http:www.fema.gov
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8,680 square-feet), including low profile bulkheading for flood protection, as well as the installation of two 
timber decks, both approximately 660 square-feet. Bollards will also be installed in the crushed shell 
parking lot. The project is designed to provide erosion protection up to a 25-year flood event and would 
require limited maintenance to repair displaced rock sill since there is no threat to dislocate from present 
location. The rock sill includes two segments allowing for a natural boat launch access for small craft. The 
majority of the maintenance will focus around the green infrastructure which includes scientific 
monitoring of restored habitat to gather information on the success of the project for the purpose of 
improving the construction and potential implementation of future efforts. Maintenance activities include 
debris removal, replanting vegetation, addition of sand fill, and ensuring that the organic and structural 
materials remain in place and continue to stabilize the shoreline. 

Vegetation at the Project Site 
The banks of Absecon Creek in the project area are characterized by low shrub, sea grass, shoreline 
grasses and sand. An old road bed adjacent to the shoreline would be used to access the project area. The 
road is currently used by the public. A parking area used by citizens of the city for parking and to launch 
small boats will be used for the staging area. Native grasses (Spartina Patens and Spartina Alemiflora) are 
present. 

Determination of Effects on Protected Species and Aquatic Resources 
An original consultation letter was sent from FEMA in 2012; however, as part of the EA process and because 
the project has been redesigned since consultation was initiated in 2012 (see enclosed letter), FEMA is 
updating coordination with NMFS in compliance with the Magnuson-Stevens Fisheries Management Act. 
FEMA determines that, because the project has been redesigned to include a living shoreline, the proposed 
project would not cause greater than minimal cumulative adverse effects on Essential Fish Habitat as 
regulated under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act. FEMA will condition 
approval of the grant application with the requirement that all applicable federal , state and local permits are 
issued prior to initiating work. 

The EFH Assessment Worksheet is enclosed. FEMA looks forward to hearing back from your office 
within 30 days. If practicable, we would appreciate an electronic copy of your office's concurrence be 
emailed to kelly.britt@fema.dhs.gov. Please contact me at phone (212) 680-8816 or email if you have any 
questions or require additional information. 

Kelly MB . , Phn-, ~~ 
Archaeologist, Region II 

Enclosures: Site Location Map 
Concept Plan 
NOAA Fisheries service June 12, 2012 letter 
EFH Assessment Worksheet 

cc: Barbara J. Smith, FEMA 

www.ferna.gov 



   
 

 
 

 
 

 


 


	

Page 3 of 3
 

Site location map
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 EFH  ASSESSMENT  WORKSHEET  FOR FEDERAL AGENCIES  (modified 08/04)  

PROJECT NAME:  Faunce Landing  Flood Mitigation  DATE:  05/18/15  
PROJECT NO:  HMGP1867  LOCATION:  West Faunce  Landing Road  
Applicant:  City of  Absecon, Atlantic County  PREPARER:  Kelly M Britt 212-680-8816  
 

Project  Description:   Alleviate flooding and erosion at  East Faunce Landing Road (see location map).  
 
Work to be  completed:  The Proposed  Action would stabilize approximately 1,000 feet  of the west bank of 

Absecon Creek using a living shoreline design. The proposed project will install approximately  250 linear feet by 

ten-foot wide rock sill below the ordinary high water mark (OHWM). Native grasses (Spartina Patens and Spartina 

Alerniflora) will be planted  behind the rock sill to allow for fish habitat, as well as balance of the shoreline 

(approximately  750 feet) with native grasses and shrubs to  allow for fish and  wildlife habitat leaving a  five-foot 

wide pedestrian walkway built with permeable pavers where the old sand road exists.  In addition, the proposed 

action includes the installation of a formal, crushed shell parking lot (approximately  8,680 square-feet), including  

low profile bulkheading for flood protection, as well as the installation of two  timber decks, both approximately 

660 square-feet.  Bollards will also be installed in the crushed shell parking lot. Work would be performed by  

volunteers, city employees and private contractors. The project is designed to provide erosion protection up  to a  

25-year flood event and would  require limited maintenance to repair displaced rock sill since there is no threat to  

dislocate from present location. The rock sill includes two  segments allowing for a natural boat launch access for 

small craft. The majority  of the maintenance will focus  around the green infrastructure which includes scientific 

monitoring  of restored habitat to gather information  on the success of the project for the purpose of improving  

the construction and implementation  of future efforts. Maintenance activities include  debris removal, replanting  

vegetation, addition  additional sand fill, and  ensuring  that the organic and structural materials remain in place 

and continue to stabilize the shoreline.  

FEMA  Conclusion:  The  adverse effect  on  EFH  is  not  substantial.  

This is a request for an abbreviated EFH consultation.  This worksheet is being submitted to NMFS to satisfy  the  

EFH Assessment requirement.  

 

Page 1 of 8 5/18/2015 



  
Step 1.  Use the Habitat Conservation  Division  EFH webpage, Guide to  Essential  Fish Habitat Designations 
in the Northeastern  United  States to  generate the list of  designated  EFH for  federally-managed  species  for  
the geographic area of  interest  (http://www.nero.noaa.gov/hcd/index2a.htm).  Use the species list  as part  of  
the initial  screening  process to  determine if  EFH for  those  species occurs in the vicinity  of  the proposed  
action.  Attach  that list to  the worksheet  because  it  will be used  in later  steps.   Make a preliminary  
determination on the need to conduct an EFH Consultation.  
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1.     INITIAL CONSIDERATIONS  
   

EFH Designations  Yes  No  

 
X  

Is the action located in or adjacent to EFH designated for eggs?    
 

 

Is the action located in or adjacent to EFH designated for larvae?  
X   

 

Is the action located in or adjacent to EFH designated for juveniles?  
X   

 
Is the action located in or adjacent to EFH designated for adults?  

X   
 

 
Is the action located in or adjacent to EFH designated for spawning adults?   X  

 
 
If you  answered no to all  questions above, then EFH consultation is not required -go to   

Section  5. If  you  answered yes to any of the above questions proceed to Section 2 and  
 

 

complete remainder of the worksheet.  
 

http://www.nero.noaa.gov/hcd/index2a.htm


  

    
 

        
        

      
     

  

 

 

  

Step 2. In order to assess impacts, it is critical to know the habitat characteristics of the site before the 
activity is undertaken. Use existing information, to the extent possible, in answering these questions. Please 
note that, there may be circumstances in which new information must be collected to appropriately 
characterize the site and assess impacts. 

2.     SITE C HARACTERISTICS  
  

Site Characteristics  Description  
 

Is the site intertidal, sub-tidal, or All.  
water column?  

 
Transquaking soil series-Transquaking mucky peat 0-1% slopes 

What are the sediment  (TrkAv). This soil tends to be very frequently flooded with a landform 
characteristics?  of tidal marshes.  

 

Is Habitat Area of Particular  
Concern (HAPC) designated at  Yes. Mullica River  –  Great Bay  Estuary.  
or near the site?   If so what 
type, size, characteristics?  

 

Is there submerged aquatic 
vegetation (SAV) at or adjacent  Yes.  
to project site? If so describe 
the spatial extent.  
 

Winter Salinity 31 psu; 42 degrees F  What is typical salinity and  
temperature regime/range?  Summer Salinity  32 psu;  82 Degrees F  

 

What is the normal frequency of  Recreational and commercial boat traffic; Storms  
site disturbance, both natural 
and man-made?  
 

What is the area of proposed  Localized impact from construction.  
impact (work footprint  & far  
afield)?  
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Step 3. This section is used to describe the anticipated impacts from the proposed action on the 
physical/chemical/biological environment at the project site and areas adjacent to the site that may be 
affected. 

3.     DESCRIPTION  OF IMPACTS  

Impacts  Y  N  Description  
   The Proposed Action would stabilize approximately 1,000 feet  of 

Nature and duration of    the west bank of Absecon  Creek using a living shoreline design. 

activity(s)  The proposed project will install approximately 250 linear feet 
by ten-foot wide rock sill below the ordinary high water mark 

 (OHWM). Native grasses (Spartina Patens and Spartina 

 Alerniflora) will be planted  behind the rock sill to allow for fish  
habitat, as well as balance  of the shoreline (approximately 750  
feet) with native grasses and shrubs to  allow for fish and wildlife 
habitat leaving a five-foot wide pedestrian walkway built with 
permeable pavers where the old sand road  exists.  In  addition, 
the proposed action includes the installation  of a formal, 
crushed shell parking lot (approximately 8,680  square-feet),  
including low profile bulkheading for flood protection, as well as 
the installation  of two timber decks, both approximately 660  
square-feet.  Bollards will also be installed in  the crushed shell  
parking lot. Work would be performed by volunteers,  city  
employees and private contractors. The project is designed to  
provide erosion protection  up to a 25-year flood  event and  
would require limited  maintenance to repair displaced rock sill 
since there is no threat  to  dislocate from present location. The  
rock sill includes two segments allowing for a natural boat 
launch access for small craft. The majority  of the maintenance 
will focus around the green infrastructure which includes 
scientific monitoring of restored habitat to gather information  
on the success of the project for the purpose of improving the 
construction and implementation  of future efforts. Maintenance 
activities include debris removal, replanting vegetation, addition  
additional sand fill, and  ensuring that the organic and  structural 
materials remain in place and continue to  stabilize the shoreline.  

Will benthic community be 
disturbed?  x   Minor disturbance can be expected during construction.  

 
x   Will SAV  be impacted?  Minor impact can be expected during construction.  

 

Will sediments be altered and/or  x  Not expected.  
sedimentation  rates change?  

Will turbidity increase?  x   Minor increase during construction.  
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 x  Will water depth change?  No.  

 

Will contaminants be released 
x   into sediments or water No.  

column?  

 

Will tidal flow, currents or wave  x  No.  
patterns be altered?  

 

Will ambient salinity or   x  No.  
temperature regime change?  

 
 x   Will water quality be altered?  No. 
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Step 4.   This section  is used to evaluate the consequences of the proposed  action on the functions and  
values of EFH as well as the vulnerability of the EFH species  and their  life stages.  Identify which species 
from the EFH species list (generated in Step 1) will be adversely  impacted from the action. Assessment of  
EFH impacts should be based upon the site characteristics identified in Step 2 and the nature of the 
impacts described within Step 3.  The Guide to EFH Descriptions webpage 
http://www.nero.noaa.gov/hcd/list.htm should be used during this assessment to determine the ecological 
parameters/preferences  associated with each species listed and the potential impact to those parameters.  

4. EFH ASSESSMENT 

Functions and Values Y N Describe habitat type, species and life stages to be adversely 
impacted 

Will functions and values of 
EFH be impacted for: 
Eggs x 

Spawning x 

Nursery x 

Forage x 

Shelter x 

Will impacts be temporary or 
permanent? Temporary 

Will compensatory mitigation be 
used? x 
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Step 5. This section provides the Federal agency’s determination on the degree of impact to EFH from 
the proposed action. The EFH determination also dictates the type of EFH consultation that will be 
required with NOAA Fisheries. 

5.    DETERMINATION  OF IMPACT  
   

  Federal  Agency’s EFH  Determination  

  

 There is no adverse effect  on  EFH  
 

  

Overall degree of  EFH Consultation is not required  
adverse  effects on  EFH  

(not including  
The ad verse effect  on  EFH  is not  substantial.  compensatory 

mitigation) will be:  
x  

 

 This is a request for an abbreviated EFH consultation. This 
worksheet is being  submitted to NMFS to satisfy the  EFH (check the appropriate 
Assessment  requirement.  statement)  
 

The ad verse effect  on  EFH  is substantial.   

 
 

This is a request for an expanded EFH consultation.  A detailed 
written EFH assessment  will be submitted to NMFS expanding  
upon the impacts revealed in this worksheet.  
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Step 6. Consultation with NOAA Fisheries may also be required if the proposed action results in adverse 
impacts to other NOAA-trust resources, such as anadromous fish, shellfish, crustaceans, or their 
habitats. Some examples of other NOAA-trust resources are listed below. Inquiries regarding potential 
impacts to marine mammals or threatened/endangered species should be directed to NOAA Fisheries’ 
Protected Resources Division. 

6.  OTHER  NOAA-TRUST  RESOURCES I MPACT  ASSESSMENT  
  

Species  Eggs  Larvae  Juveniles  Adults  

Little   Skate (Leucoraja  
  x  x  

erinacea  )  
 Winter Skate  Leucoraja  

  x  x  
ocellata)  

 

See  attached.  
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Federal Interagency  Comment Form   

FEMA  
 
APPLICANT:               Absecon, City of  
                                              Absecon Creek, East Faunce Landing Road  
                                              Hazard Mitigation Grant Program  
 
APPL. NUMBER:      DR  1867-NJ-HMGP  
 
Commenting Agency:   NOAA Fisheries  
     
Project Manager:            Kelly Britt/Jonathan (Zach) Deluane  
 
Waterway/Location:       Absecon Creek  
    City of Absecon, Atlantic County, NJ  
      
Activity:          Living  shoreline  stabilization project   
                                               
 
ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT (EFH) 
Project may adversely affect EFH. Impacts are expected to be temporary and minimal.  
 
ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS  (Note: EFH CRs require a 
response from the federal action agency within 30 days of receipt or 10 days before a permit is issued if CRs are 
not included as a special condition of the permit).  
 

1.	 	   Avoid in-water work  (placement of rock and fill  materials below the high tide line)  from 3/1 to 6/30 to 
minimize impacts to anadromous fish migration. Planting  can occur at any  time.   

 
SIGNATURE:    Karen Greene                                                		   DATE:   06/15/15  
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