The IMAT Academy. (Music intro)  When disaster strikes and federal assistance is needed FEMA answers the call with immediate support from Incident Management Assistance Teams - IMAT. That unique experience over 14-weeks during this academy has allowed individuals to further not only FEMA's mission but their careers. Our students are successful because they buy into a mission. They understand that they are here for the survivors and because of that they're not just engaging in sitting in a class but they are engaging as partners in the academy. Our IMAT teams are the first responders. They are the face of FEMA that goes out and interacts with disaster survivors, the state and anyone else. They are the first people with the FEMA shirts. Students share a new perspective on how to meet the needs of the whole community after participating in the IMAT Academy. One of the great things about IMAT Academy, we are all in one location. It's a mass deliverable. So you can give all these different classes to one audience. How they get the teams to meld together not only the individual teams the 12-person teams but all the regions but the 12-person teams but all the regions as a total IMAT conglomerate as well as bringing in mentors and the instructors from all of the different regions. Well, a mentor on a regular basis works with and provides guidance and answers questions and leads them along as they learn. Well, the whole community is so, so important. And they have stressed that in so many of our classes here. I believe that the IMAT, they are the first team to respond to an incident. To be there for state, local and tribes. I think the training that we have received here is critical on several levels. One is the knowledge base we get to be able to go out and start learning how to practically do our jobs. But the other part of the team building and the leadership that they are giving us here I feel it has been beneficial. We've been here for a quite a while. And we've learned a lot about FEMA's methods of coordinating a response. I definitely see a positive progression over the last three years. The most valuable part of having the academy is really the bonding that the team gets on a personal level. FEMA Corps is also able to gain knowledge and skills through the IMAT Academy as they support the students in different ways. My role is to assist the academy staff and oversee my team as they help the staff carry out the functions of the academy. While today completes the academy, this starts a commitment to service to Americans after disasters. A commitment to service to individuals on the teams (Music intro) To the students who are graduating, I would like to remind them - welcome to This is the first part of a journey Just remember all this great training, be grateful for it, appreciate it and use it to the best of your ability. Good luck. Keep training.  Don't get complacent. Trust yourself. Trust your team. Welcome. We're glad you are here. Looking forward to working with you. Wow, it just what a great team, what a great experience. We are like a big family. And I'm going to miss everybody. I'd like actually wish the class the best of luck. And we hope to be working with everybody in their prospective regions quite soon. I would say it has been a pleasure being here and working with you all and I hope to see you guys in the future in the field. Carry the mission forward that they have learned here and make their mark in their regions. That they use all your resources to the fullest. Be able to use them to benefit the survivors because that is why we are here. Good luck - see you on the big one! We've had an extremely awesome time here in the IMAT Academy. It's been long. It's been arduous but has also been great. Enjoyed meeting people all of the different other regions. And it just builds a better team. Continue to the level of confidence in themselves. I know they have all made a lot of sacrifices to be here away from their friends and their families and their homes. And so I appreciate that and it's important work and we are excited to incorporate them into the team going forward. Thank you for your participation. Thank you for the kindness you've shown to us. And good luck. I hope, I hope you enjoy it as much as I do. It was 14 weeks of fun and excitement that we had down here. But look at it as a good opportunity when you go out into the field. Be FEMA flexible. It's been my privilege to be here with all of these students. I admire their willingness to take this job. I am proud that I have been able to participate in the training and instruction for these individuals because they represent not just the agency and everything that we've done but they represent all of us. They are going to be the first face and they are in my mind truly the best of FEMA.  (music)  
