BEGIN TRANSCRIPT (Sequence 9b)
Hi. My name is Mike Smith. I am the Mayor of the City of Waveland, and I am standing in front of the brand new Waveland City Hall.
The building is built to withstand a hurricane force wind, so whereas the old city hall was washed away, this one will be here. It won’t go anywhere.
We had at the old at the old city hall ... we had a mural … similar … but this one here was a total community project. We had a lady design it, and then different members of the … different citizens or members of the public was able to come in and build their little piece of this mural, and then at which point, this lady put them all together. And so she made the mural as you see it today with pieces that was (were) constructed by individual citizens.
I think in comparison to where we were before Katrina, we’ve rebuilt pretty much all of our city buildings. Without public assistance or PA funds, we would not have been able to rebuild at all. PA funds are very important to the recovery effort.
Everything from the railroad tracks down to the beach, which is a half mile from the beach to the railroad tracks, and about three miles east and west, have all brand new water lines, sewer lines, gas lines, brand new streets, ditches. Of course, the buildings that we have on the south side are the city hall and our board room complex behind us … the fire station next door … Fire Station No. 1.
We also have on this same street a brand new library and a refurbished civics center, which was a school back in the early part of the 1900’s.
Veterans Memorial Park was rebuilt after Katrina, and that’s where we mitigated the memorial with sheet piling, so it’s built better than it’s ever been built, so we don’t anticipate it being lost again to another storm … but it is a beautiful park.
I think it’s certainly a shame that it washed our city away, but I think that we’re better prepared now for storms such as Katrina. You know storms as Katrina can happen as likely as tomorrow. But the fact is we’re better prepared for it now than we were then.
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