BEGIN TRANSCRIPT (Sequence 18b)
Hello. My name is Thomas James. I’m a supervisory archeologist for FEMA’s Mississippi Recovery Office.
This is the Shaw Homestead. It was built in the late 1800’s by Gilbert Shaw. It’s a dogtrot house, which means basically … it’s two separate cabins with a breezeway between. They share one roof, and there’s a breezeway between.
It’s a farmstead. And what we’re trying to find out is how the farm was used to see what the patterning of this family … how they might have used this surrounding landscape.
FEMA is obligated by numerous laws to conduct environmental and historic preservation surveys to assure that impacts to those resources are either avoided or mitigated.
What we’re doing right now is … we put these flags up every 30 meters (or about 100 feet) and we’re looking for new sites that are previously unrecorded at the moment. So we’ll put the flags in with the GPS first, and then archeologists will come back through and dig a test at this site. Every … every bit of the soil will be screened. We’ll look for artifacts. If there are artifacts, we have a new site, and we’ll go to a tighter grid with these tests.  But if there aren’t, we’ll just move on to the next one.
[bookmark: _GoBack]At this site, we’re using a methodology called shovel testing. We dig shovel test pits, which are holes approximately one foot in diameter and anywhere from one to three feet deep at a 30 meter interval over the landscape (approximately 100 feet).
We’ll go … lay out a test grid using a GPS … and then excavators will follow the GPS and excavate each individual hole. While digging, they’ll dig in 10 centimeter levels. They’ll screen all of the dirt that comes out of the hole, and they’ll record what artifacts would come out of an individual shovel test pit. They’ll record how deep they were, and then at the end, they’ll make a recording of the soil profile at that spot.
After Hurricane Katrina, many of the archeological resources on Mississippi’s Gulf Coast were affected not only by the storm buy also by subsequent debris removal missions.
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act requires all federal agencies who have any impact on archeological resources (or potential  
impact) to do archeological investigations before those impacts might occur.
Hurricane Katrina was a special case. We obviously didn’t have time to come out and do all this before we had debris removal missions. So now we’re coming back and we’re looking at all of these sites to see how we impacted them after the fact.
The 2PA, which is short for the Secondary Programmatic Agreement, is our answer to the Section 106 problem that we had. We weren’t able to do Section 106 archeology as required 	by the National Historic Preservation Act, so it’s an alternative to the Section 106 process that we agreed to with the American Council on Historic Preservation,
with the Mississippi Department of Archives and History,
with the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians. We all got together, put our heads together, and came up with a solution for how FEMA would deal with historic preservation work post-Katrina.
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