BEGIN TRANSCRIPT (Sequence 16)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hello. I’m Ken P’Pool, Deputy State Preservation Officer with the Mississippi Department of Archives and History. We’re in Gulfport, Mississippi standing in front of the Historic Carnegie Library.
The Carnegie Library is a wonderful neoclassical revival building constructed beginning in 1916. And when you consider that the City of Gulfport was less than 20 years old when this building was erected, I think it’s a very monumental construction for the city.
 Of course the area where we’re standing was under a very severe tidal surge. I would probably have drowned had I been standing here at the time that Hurricane Katrina hit. So the building was washed out on the lower levels by the tidal surge. It was impacted severely by the 140 mile an hour winds that were impacting the coast. 
The building was in its rehabilitation considered in both its exterior and interior qualities. Probably the most magnificent space in the building is the reading room of the former library. And of course, its restoration was very important, and in fact, key to rehabilitating the historical appearance of the interior.
This building is a wonderful example of government agencies coming together to rehabilitate and restore the historic fabric of the community.
Probably the lead agency in this project was FEMA in providing funding, but funding was also provided by the Mississippi Department of Archives and History and by the Community Development Block Grant Program.
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