BEGIN TRANSCRIPT (Sequence 14b)
Hello. I’m Bill Raymond, Historic Administrator for the City of Biloxi. I am seated in the dining room of the Old Brick House right now. The Old Brick House is one of the oldest structures in Biloxi. Built about 1835, it is a solid masonry structure, which is one very few that we have left in the city. And at one time, it was actually … the mayor of Biloxi, he actually lived here.
The most challenging part of this project … keeps going back to the masonry because that really was the make or break of this project. If we could not have replaced the bricks … you know with … they were going to have to be custom bricks. We knew that from the beginning. So without that part of the project coming together, the rest of this would have been for naught because we would not have been able to pull it off.
As I said, this was a partnership to restore this house. And without all the partners, it would never have happened. But really, it was FEMA and their environmental officers and historic preservation staff that really made this project come together because they were able to help us to find the experts that we needed for the masonry restoration that was so important to this structure. You know, it is an all brick house. And so we needed to make sure that we did not do any additional damage and find the right people with the right expertise and knowhow to be able to restore the walls the way they needed to be.
We really had some great … it really was about the partnerships and bringing those resources to bear on this project.
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