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A Pre-FIRM building is one that was built before the community adopted its first flood insurance rate map. Think of it this way, the building was already there before the flood map was ever drawn. Now, on the other hand a Post-FIRM building was built after the adoption of the community’s first flood insurance rate map, and after the floodplain was defined, and after the community adopted its floodplain ordinances. And those buildings have to play by a different set of rules. Especially when they are built in special flood hazard areas. Limitations and restrictions apply to Post–FIRM Elevated buildings in Special Flood Hazard Areas, we will discuss those shortly. Here, in the photo on the left, we have a typical Pre-FIRM building built slab on grade, on or before December 31, 1974, or before the effective date of the initial FIRM, insurance rate map in that community. In the photo on the right is the same home after it was substantially damaged and thus had to be rebuilt to comply with the flood ordinances. You can see that has been elevated.





