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Another way to find out is to check the US Fish and Wildlife Services Official CBRS Mapper on their official web site.  In response to Super Storm Sandy, the US Fish and Wildlife Service has made an interactive Coastal Barrier Resources System Mapper available to the public. The mapper can be used to help insurance agents, property owners, and the public determine whether or not properties are in a COBRA Zone.  

However, the boundaries depicted in the mapper are not to be considered authoritative for in or out determinations that are close to a CBRS boundary – areas called “CBRS Buffer Zones” and depicted on the map by the red slanted lined on the borders of the zones.  Remember, map is NOT to be used for definitive in or out determinations.

So if you have a property in a COBRA Buffer Zone – close the border you might need to request a CBRA determination.  Insurance agents should send requests for CBRA determinations to the NFIP Direct Servicing Agent, or their NFIP Write Your Own insurer.  The insurer will send the request to the NFIP Bureau, who will in turn submit the case to the US Fish and Wildlife Service for an official determination. The NFIP Bureau will ensure that all needed documentation is provided and will track the case through to resolution. After receiving the official CBRA determination from the US Fish and Wildlife Service, the NFIP Bureau will send formal notice to the insurer. 
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