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If you have a building in one of these areas, even though it is in a NFIP participating community, depending on its date of construction, you might not be able to sell NFIP flood Insurance on this building.

Basically, if flood insurance was purchased prior to the identification date of a CBRS or OPA, then flood insurance can be purchased and maintained.  However, if a building is newly constructed or substantially improved on or after the identification date, then flood insurance is prohibited.  So the designation date of the CBRA and OPAs are important.

As I stated earlier - Federal flood insurance is available within the Coastal Barrier Resource System if the subject structure was constructed or permitted and under construction before the CBRS unit's prohibition date.  If an existing insured structure within the Coastal Barrier Resource System is substantially improved or substantially damaged, that is damaged or improved to over 50 percent of the structure's market value, then the Federal flood insurance policy cannot be renewed. 

For new or substantially improved structures located within an OPA, Federal flood insurance may still be available if written documentation is provided certifying that the structure is used in a manner consistent with the purposes for which the area is protected, for example a State Park’s Visitor's Center. 

To find out the building’s date of construction either ask the insured to check the deed, or talk to the lender with the mortgage on the property. You can also go to the city or county property assessment website, where ever the building is located, and check there.
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