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The Coastal Barrier Resources Act is a Federal law and was passed by the US congress in 1982. The Act established the Coastal Barrier Resources System or (CBRS), and defined areas located along the Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico, Great Lakes, Puerto Rico, and U.S. Virgin Island coasts.  Congress amended the act when it passed the Coastal Barrier Improvement Act of 1990.  These areas are defined on a set of maps maintained by the Department of the Interior through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

The acts were specifically implemented to minimize loss of human life 
by discouraging development in high-risk areas, reduce wasteful expenditures of Federal resources, and preserve the ecological integrity of areas Congress designates as a Coastal Barrier Resources System and Otherwise Protected Areas. 
CBRA’s and OPA’s are commonly referred to as “COBRA Zones."

Most Federal expenditures and financial assistance are prohibited within COBRA Zones. Federally regulated mortgage lending and Federal disaster assistance is not available in these areas.  The prohibition that is most significant to homeowners and insurance agents is the denial of Federal flood insurance through the National Flood Insurance Program for new or substantially improved structures within the Coastal Barrier Resources System.  The Coastal Barrier Resources Act doesn’t prevent development. It imposes no restrictions on development conducted with non-Federal funds. The Coastal Barrier Resource System contains two types of system units, Coastal Barrier Resource System units and Otherwise Protected Areas or OPAs. 

Coastal Barrier Resource System units are generally comprised of private lands 
that were relatively undeveloped at the time of their designation within the CBRS. 
The boundaries of these units are generally intended to follow geomorphic, development, or cultural features.  Once again, most new Federal expenditures and financial assistance, including Federal flood insurance, are prohibited within System units. OPAs are generally comprised of lands held by a qualified organization primarily for wildlife refuge, sanctuary, recreational, or natural resource conservation purposes.  The boundaries of these units are generally intended to coincide with the boundaries of conservation or recreation areas such as state parks and national wildlife refuges. The only Federal spending prohibition within OPAs 
is the prohibition on Federal flood insurance.

 With the Coastal Barrier Resource System and Other Protected Areas, the boundaries are established and mapped by the Department of Interior, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. CBRS units are located in 23 states and territories along the Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico, Great Lakes, Puerto Rico, and U.S. Virgin Island coasts through out FEMA Regions 1 through 6. 

To find out if your community has a “COBRA Zone” check the CBRS section of the Flood Insurance Manual. There you’ll find a listing by States of all the communities that have COBRA Zones.
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