Transcript CBRS 1.1

Our coastal barrier islands provide many things.  

They serve as the mainland's first line of defense against the impacts of coastal storms and erosion.

As the first line of defense during storms that threaten coastal communities, barrier islands are very important for reducing the devastating effects of wind and waves and for absorbing storm energy.

Barrier islands are long, narrow, offshore deposits of sand or sediment that run parallel to the coastline. They are separated from the main land by a shallow sound, bay, or lagoon and are often found in chains along the East Coast and Gulf of Mexico.

Our "coastal ecosystem" also includes the Great Lakes, where enormous bodies of freshwater play an ecological role similar to oceans.

The islands themselves are separated by narrow tidal inlets.

Coastal barrier islands are unique landforms that provide protection for diverse aquatic habitats.

They provide habitats for fish and wildlife, shorebirds and migrating water foul and a variety of animals and plants unique to the coastal eco-systems.

Our coastal eco-systems includes estuaries and coastal waters, where stream and river systems meet the sea and are mixed by tides.

Our unique coastal ecosystems includes saline, brackish and fresh waters, as well as coastlines and the adjacent lands.

Today, these species and their habitats face serious threats in coastal regions from human population growth, and development.

Population projections indicate that human population will continue to grow our in our coastal areas.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Our coastlines will continue to receive the majority of the Nation's growth and development, potentially compounding today's habitat losses.

As our coastal barrier habitats are degraded or eliminated, plants and animals unique to the coastal ecosystems can suffer severe population loss.
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