Let’s start with elevated buildings. An elevated building is one that has no basement, and that has its lowest elevated floor raised above ground level, and is elevated by foundation walls, shear walls, posts, piers, pilings, or columns.
These structures are built off the ground to minimize flood damage and to get the lowest floor of Post FIRM buildings at or above the Base Flood Elevation.

This picture shows that the waters can flow freely underneath the building and would not cause structural damage. Full coverage for Post-FIRM elevated buildings begins at the lowest elevated floor. This is the lowest floor raised above ground, even if the pilings extend beyond it. Here are some additional elevated buildings, the building on the left has stairs up to the lowest elevated floor and on the right we have an elevated building with an enclosure and flood vents. These flood vents are permanent openings that allow the free movement of water. Below the lowest elevated floor of a Pre-FIRM elevated building, the enclosure has full coverage. However, below the lowest elevated floor of a Post-FIRM elevated building in a Special Flood Hazard Area
[bookmark: _GoBack]there is limited coverage. The enclosure walls are generally not covered as they are not a listed item in the SFIP.

What is an enclosure? An Enclosure is that part of an elevated building below the lowest elevated floor that is partially or fully shut in by rigid walls.
Remember that below the lowest elevated floor of a Pre-FIRM elevated building,
the enclosure has full coverage. However, below the lowest elevated floor of a Post-FIRM elevated building
in a SFHA, there is limited coverage.

The NFIP definition of a basement is any area of a building, including any sunken room or sunken portion of a room, having its floor is below ground level on all sides.
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