Section 106 Process under the National Historic Preservation Act
This is a generalized overview of the Section 106 process for a non-technical reader.

The Section 106 process is conducted by a FEMA EHP Specialist who meets the Secretary of the Interior's Professional Qualification Standards. Applicants can
provide information to help inform the process; however, FEMA makes all decisions. The Section 106 process may involve and require comment from the SHPO,
federally-recognized tribes and Native Hawaiian Organizations, interested parties, and/or members of the public. The Section 106 process must be completed prior to
project approval and obligation.

Is the project an
undertaking* and does
it have the potential to
impact historic
properties?
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* Undertaking is defined in 36 CFR Part 800. Generally an undertaking is a

funded directly or indirectly by a Federal agency;

a project carried out wi‘ih Federal financial assistance; and/or a project
requiring a Federal permit, license or approval.
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Are there any special allowances outlined in the Agreement

No ——— the Section 106 process without SHPO review?

that are pertinent to the project and allow FEMA to complete
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Are historic properties present?
Historic properties include buildings, structures, objects, sites (including archaeological sites),
districts, or Traditional Cultural Properties.

FEMA's EHP Specialist will need to determine:
Are resources in the project area 50 years of age or older?
If the resource is not 50 years of age or older, does it possess exceptional significance?
Are the resources already listed in the Naional Register of Historic Places (NRHP)?
Do the resources meet the National Park Service's criteria to be eligible for the NRHP?
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Will the proposed action ad

ly affect the historic properties?**
Adverse effects are defined as an alteration to a historic property’s characteristics in a way that

could jeopardize its inclusion in the NRHP.
Examples of adverse effects include:

Demolition

Alteration

Elevation

Relocation

Change in property use
Ground disturbance
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FEMA will determine If Historic Propertles are Adversely Affected. If adverse effects cannot be
avoided or minimized, they must be resolved. This is a consultation process involving the
SHPO, pertinent federally-recognized fribes or Native Hawaiian Organizations, and other
interested parties. The Advisory Council on Historic Preservation may also participate. The
resulting document is legally binding and outlines roles and responsibilities of the various
parties as well as the resolution actions.
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FEMA seeks comment from the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation and decides

whether to fund the project.
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