
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 


PROGRAM1\1A TIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR THE 

IMPROVEMENT OF UTILITY SYSTEMS IN CHEYENNE WYOMING 


The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), in coordination with the US Economic 
Development Administration (EDA), have completed a Programmatic Environmental Assessment 
(PEA) in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), National Historic 
Preservation Act (NHPA) and tribal considerations, Endangered Species Act (ESA); Executive 
Orders (EO) addressing Floodplains (EO 11988), Wetlands (EO 11990), and Environmental Justice 
(EO 12898); and Federal agency implementation procedures. Opportunity for public comment was 
provided and no substantive comments have been received. 

BACKGROUND 

The PEA is intended to address City that involve the restoration, installation and/or relocation of utilities 
needed to ensure systems function as designed and to mitigate the potential for impacts to public health 
and safety, and improved property related to future system inadequacies, and is incorporated by 
reference. The majority of the proposed project funding will be provided by EDA or FEMA, but some 
funding may be provided by other federal, state and local sources. This analysis is programmatic in 
nature and does not address site-specific impacts, which would be evaluated on a project-specific basis 
prior to approval. Appropriate agency consultation and necessary documentation will be required to 
ensure compliance with applicable federal, tribal, state and local laws, regulations, EO, etc. 

Some specific items of work may include, but are not limited to: 

• 	 Placement of temporary crossings, utilities, staging areas, access, and safety features. 
• 	 Restoration, installation and relocation of production, transmission, and treatment facilities 

needed in order to provide and enhance utility services. 
• 	 Construction, excavation, trenching, and directional boring to allow repair, replacement, and 

relocation of utilities and ancillary facilities. 
• 	 Upsizing, encasing, annoring, and upgrading utilities to improve function and protect from future 

events. 
• 	 Repair and reconstruction of adjacent roadway and other connected infrastructure necessary to 

restore function. 

MITIGATION MEASURES 

Project impacts that are implemented at an individual or cumulative scale such as to produce significant 
impacts can generally be reduced below the level of significance through avoidance, minimization, or by 
mitigating for individual impacts using mitigation measures as described below. A Utility Improvement 
Checklist will be used to define any significant individual or cumulative impacts requiring mitigation on a 
project-specific basis. If impact avoidance cannot be achieved, project specific mitigation measures will 
be undertaken by the Agencies to reduce any potentially significant impacts to less than significant levels. 

1. 	 The Agencies will consult with the Stateffribal Historic Preservation Office on project specific 
activities for any project that has the potential to affect previously undisturbed areas or historic 
properties. 
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2. 	 If during the course of any ground disturbance related to this project, cultural materials are 
discovered, the project would be immediately stopped and the SHPOffHPO and the relevant Agency 
notified. 

3. 	 To avoid impacts to cultural resources at material borrow sites, the borrow material must be from 
existing permitted sites or the site must be reviewed and approved by SHPO or THPO prior to use. 

4. 	 Ifprojects extend outside of the previously disturbed road footprint and wetland areas will be 
impacted, the Agencies will evaluate individual and cumulative impacts and implement avoidance, 
minimization and/or mitigation measures as necessary to reduce impacts below level of significance. 

5. 	 The Agencies will implement avoidance measures per consultation with the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service for any utility improvement projects that have the potential to affect biological resources, 
including Threatened and Endangered Species or migratory bird species. 

6. 	 The Agencies will consult with US Fish and Wildlife Service and/or Natural Resources Conservation 
Service for any project which extends outside of the road right of way and has the potential to affect 
land use, including Fish and Wildlife Service easements, prime farmland, or farmland of state/local 
significance. 

7. 	 The Agencies will coordinate with state resource and regulatory agencies, as appropriate on measures 
to reduce impacts to game species, fish, birds, etc. of state concern. 

8. 	 Ifprojects have the potential to affect or be affected by a floodplain, appropriate hydrology and 
hydraulics analysis will be completed to ensure the impacts are minimized. The project must not 
serve as a dam or otherwise modify conveyance in a way that will aggravate flooding upstream or 
downstream of the project area. 

9. 	 A project erosion control plan to minimize soil loss, including the use of Best Management Practices, 
to isolate the construction site and minimize adverse effects of soil loss and sedimentation on soil and 
water resources will be implemented. 

10. 	Construction noise levels will be minimized by ensuring that construction equipment is equipped with 
a recommended muffler in good working order or implementation of other appropriate measures. 
Impact to noise levels could be minimized by limiting construction activities that occur during early 
morning or late evening hours. 

11. 	To mitigate for fugitive dust during construction, periodic watering of active construction areas, 
particularly in areas close to sensitive receptors (e.g. hospitals, senior citizen homes, and schools) will 
be implemented. 

12. 	All waste material associated with the project must be disposed of properly and not placed in 
identified floodway or wetland areas or in habitat for threatened or endangered species. All material 
resulting from demolition activities, including asbestos and lead paint will be disposed of in a landfill 
permitted for the specific type of waste. 

13. 	To minimize any potential hazards to occupational health and safety, construction workers and 
equipment operators are required to wear appropriate PPE and to be properly trained for the work 
being performed, including removal and disposal of asbestos and lead-based paint for demolition 
projects. 
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14. To minimize the impact to emergency services the Agencies will coordinate with the emergency 
service providers to determine the best strategy to alleviate any delays or disruptions ofservice. 

FINDINGS 

Based upon the information contained in the referenced rmal PEA completed in accordance 
with the National Enviromnenlal Policy Act (NEPA). National Historic Preservation Act 
(NHPA) and tribal considerations, Endangered Species Act (ESA); Executive Orders (EO) 
addressing Floodplains (EO 11988), Wetlands (EO 11990), and Environmental Justice (EO 
12898); and Federal agency implementation procedures, it is found that the Action Altemative(s). 
with the prescribed mitigalion measures and stipulations, would have no significant adverse 
impact on the human environment. As a result of this Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI), an Environmental Impact Statement will not be prepared. 

APPROVAL 
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FEMA Region VIII 
Environmental Officer 


