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Photograph o f decking over swamp alon gs ide original ANC bui lding  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Decking on piers over swamp alongside original ANC building site, prior to demolition 

 

 
Footbridge over tributary in northwest corner of ANC site 
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Damaged ANC facility building prior to demolition 

 

 
Damaged ANC facility building prior to demolition 
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Cleared site after demolition of original damaged ANC buildings 

 
 

 
Wooded wetlands with standing water at the ANC site 
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Damaged Decking that will be repaired at the ANC site 

 

 
Back of Maintenance Building to be restored in same footprint 
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Botany Building to be restored in same footprint 

 

 
Pre-existing paved entrance roadway to be restored in same footprint 
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Appendix B 
(ANC Site Plan Drawings for Preferred Alternative) 
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                      Cover page of the 100% drawings and specifications for the ANC restoration and replacement plans, dated June 30, 2014 
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                   Drawing of the new overall ANC facilities from the October 28, 2014 restoration and replacement plans 
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            Drawing of the new consolidated ANC building from the October 28, 2014 specification replacement plans 
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             Drawing of the ANC open space left where original damaged buildings were demolished and removed.  

The drawing includes the area where the Botany Building and the Maintenance Building are to be restored  
in the same footprint. 
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  Side view drawing of the new consolidated ANC building from the October 28, 2014 specification replacement plans 
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U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS PERMIT WITH MARCH 2014 DRAWINGS FOR ANC 

 
SUBJECT: MVN-2013-1729 EBB 
Audubon Nature Institute 
6500 Magazine Street 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70118 
 
Gentlemen: 
 
Enclosed is a permit dated this date, subject as above, authorizing work under the Department of the 
Army permit program. 
 
You are again reminded that any work not in accordance with the approved plans is subject to removal 
regardless of the expense and the inconvenience that such removal may involve and regardless of the 
date when the discrepancy is discovered. 
 
Your attention is directed to all the terms and conditions of the approval. In order to have the work 
approved in accordance with the issued permit, all terms and conditions of the permit and plans shown 
on the drawings attached thereto must be rigidly adhered to. 
 
It is necessary that you notify the District Engineer. Attention: Eastern Evaluation Section, in writing, 
prior to commencement of work and also upon its completion. The notification must include the 
permittee's name, as shown on the permit, and the permit number. Please note the expiration date on 
the permit. Should the project not be completed by that date, you may request a permit time extension. 
Such requests must be received before, but no sooner than six months before, the permit expiration 
date and must show the work completed and the reason the project was not finished within the time 
period granted by the permit. 
 
A copy of Page 1 of the permit (ENG Form 1721) must be conspicuously displayed at the project site. 
Also, you must keep a copy of the signed permit at the project site until the work is completed. 

 
 
 

Audubon Nature Center- Draft Environmental Assessment                                                                   14 
 



 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY PERMIT 

 
Permittee:  Audubon Nature Institute 
 
Permit No.  MVN-2013-1729 EBB 
 
Issuing Office:   New Orleans District 
 
NOTE: The term "you" and its derivatives, as used in this permit, means the permittee or any future 
transferee.  The term "this office" refers to the appropriate district or division office of the Corps of 
Engineers having jurisdiction over the permitted activity or the appropriate official of that office acting 
under the authority of the commanding officer. 
 
You are authorized to perform work in accordance with the terms and conditions specified below. 
 
Project Description: Clear, grade, excavate, place and maintain fill to repair and expand the Audubon 
Louisiana Nature Center, in accordance with the drawings enclosed in seven sheets, all dated March 
28, 2014. 
 
Project Location: 5601 Read Boulevard , New Orleans, in Orleans Parish, Louisiana. 
 
Permit Conditions: 
General Conditions: 
 

1. The time limit for completing the work authorized ends on July 31, 2019.  If you find that you need 
more time to complete the authorized activity, submit your request for a time extension to this office 
for consideration at least 1 month before the above date is reached. 
 

2. You must maintain the activity authorized by this permit in good condition and in conformance with 
the terms and conditions of this permit.  You are not relieved of this requirement if you abandon the 
permitted activity, although you may make a good faith transfer to a third party in compliance with 
General Condition 4 below.  Should you wish to cease to maintain the authorized activity or should 
you desire to abandon it without a good faith transfer, you must obtain a modification of this permit 
from this office, which may require restoration of the area. 
 

3. If you discover any previously unknown historic or archeological remains while accomplishing the 
activity authorized by this permit, you must immediately notify this office of what you have found . 
We will initiate the Federal and State coordination required to determine if the remains warrant a 
recovery effort or if the site is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
ENG FORM 1721, Nov 86                                                                                   (33 CFR 325) 
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4. If you sell the property associated with this permit, you must obtain the signature of the new owner in 
the space provided and forward a copy of the permit to this office to validate the transfer of this 
authorization. 
 

5. If a conditioned water quality certification has been issued for your project, you must comply with the 
conditions specified in the certification as special conditions to this permit. For your convenience, a 
copy of the certification is attached if it contains such conditions. 
 

6. You must allow representatives from this office to inspect the authorized activity at any time deemed 
necessary to ensure that it is being or has been accomplished in accordance with the terms and 
conditions of your permit. 
 
Special Conditions : Pages 4 
 
Further Information: 

1. Congressional Authorities: You have been authorized to undertake the activity described above 
pursuant to: 
 
( )         Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C. 403). 
 
(X)       Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U....S.C. 1344). 
 
( )         Section 103 of the Marine Protection, Research and  Sanctuaries Act of 1972 (33 U.S.C. 1413). 
 

2. Limits of this authorization. 
 

a. This permit does not obviate the need to obtain other Federal, State. or local authorizations required by 
law. 

b. This permit does not grant any property rights or exclusive privileges. 
c. This permit does not authorize any injury to the property or rights of others. 
d. This permit does not authorize interference w ith any existing or proposed Federal project. 

 
3. Limits of Federal liability.  In issuing this permit, the Federal Government does not assume any 

liability for the following: 
 

a. Damages to the permitted project or uses thereof as a result of other permitted or unpermitted activities 
or from natural causes. 

b. Damages to the permitted project or uses thereof as a result of current or future activities undertaken 
by or on behalf of the United States in the public interest. 

c. Damages to persons, property, or to other permitted or unpermitted activities or structures caused by 
the activity authorized by this permit. 

d. Design or construction deficiencies associated with the permitted work. 
e. Damage claims associated with any future modification, suspension, or revocation of this permit. 

 
 
 
 
ENG FORM 1721, Nov 86                                                                                   (33 CFR 325) 
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4. Reliance on Applicant's Data: The determination of this office that issuance of this permit is not 
contrary to the public interest was made in reliance on the information you provided. 
 
5. Reevaluation of Permit Decision. This office may reevaluate its decision on this permit at any time 
the circumstances warrant. Circumstances that could require a reevaluation include, but are not limited 
to, the following: 

a. You fail to comply with the terms and conditions of this permit. 
b. The information provided by you in support of your permit application proves to have been 

false, incomplete, or inaccurate (See 4 above). 
c. Significant new information surfaces which this office did not consider in reaching the 

original public interest decision. 
 
Such a reevaluation may result in a determination that it is appropriate to use the suspension, 
modification, and revocation procedures contained in 33 CFR 325.7 or enforcement procedures such as 
those contained in 33 CFR 326.4 and 326.5. The referenced enforcement procedures provide for the 
issuance of an administrative order requiring you to comply with the terms and conditions of your 
permit and for the initiation of legal action where appropriate. You will be required to pay for any 
corrective measures ordered by this office, and if you fail to comply with such directive, this office 
may in certain situations (such as those specified in 33 CFR 209.170) accomplish the corrective 
measures by contract or otherwise and bill you for the cost. 
 
6. Extensions. General condition 1 establishes a time limit for the completion of the activity authorized 
by this permit. Unless there are circumstances requiring either a prompt completion of the authorized 
activity or a reevaluation of the public interest decision, the Corps will normally give favorable 
consideration to a request for an extension of this time limit. 
 
Your signature below, as permittee, indicates that you accept and agree to comply with the terms and 
conditions of this permit.
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SPECIAL CONDITIONS for MVN 2013-1729 EBB 
 
7. Issuance of this permit confirms that the US Army Corps of Engineers , New Orleans District 
(CEMVN), Regulatory Branch has been provided with written notification from First Louisiana 
Resource, LLC that the permittee has contracted for 1.4 acres of Bottomland Hardwoods at the Comite 
Properties Wetlands Mitigation Bank, Tract "A".  First Louisiana Resource, LLC has assumed 
responsibility for completing the mitigation in accordance with the Comite Properties Wetlands 
Mitigation Bank Mitigation Banking Instrument and has recorded the allocation of the mitigation 
required by this permit in the Regulatory In-lieu Fee & Bank Information Tracking System (RIBITS). 
 
8. All work shall be confined to the approved work areas shown on the attached drawings. Any 
alterations or changes in the scope of the project which would have impacts to additional jurisdictional 
waters , including wetlands, not considered under this authorization , would require a separate 
Department of the Army permit evaluation and decision . 
 
9. Construction activities shall not cause more than minimal and temporal water quality degradation of 
any adjacent wetland, stream, or water body. Appropriate erosion and siltation controls must be 
utilized during construction to prevent sediment runoff into adjacent wetlands and waterways. 
Sediment control techniques could include, but are not limited to, the use of secured hay bales, 
sediment fencing, wooden or vinyl barriers, and/or seeding of disturbed areas . These techniques 
should be maintained in effective operating condition until a point that sediment runoff from 
construction activities is controlled and maintained . 
 
10. All excavated material and debris associated with the authorized work must be hauled off site and 
disposed of in a non-jurisdictional area. 
 
11. The Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana has stated that the project area is part of the aboriginal 
Chitimacha homelands.  If during the course of work at the site, prehistoric and/or historic aboriginal 
cultural materials are discovered, the permittee shall contact the Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana at P.O. 
Box 661, Charenton, LA 70523, and the CEMVN, Regulatory Branch.  CEMVN, Regulatory Branch 
will initiate the required federal, state, and tribal coordination to determine the significance of the 
cultural materials and the need, if applicable, for additional cultural resource investigations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ENG FORM 1721, Nov 86                                                                             (33 CFR 325) 
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LA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY LETTER OF NO OBJECTIONS 

 
August 19, 2013 
  
Merina Christoffersen 
FEMA Region VI LA Recovery Office 
1 Seine Court, Room 4014 
New Orleans, LA   70114 
Merina.Christoffersen@fema.dhs.gov 

 
 RE:  130724/1415 Audubon Nature Center 
 FEMA Funding 
 Orleans Parish 
  
Dear Ms. Christoffersen: 
  
The Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ), Business and Community Outreach Division has 

received your request for comments on the above referenced project.  
  
After reviewing your request, the Department has no objections based on the information provided in your 

submittal.  However, for your information, the following general comments have been included.  
Please be advised that if you should encounter a problem during the implementation of this project, 
you should immediately notify LDEQ’s Single-Point-of-contact (SPOC) at (225) 219-3640. 

  
• Please take any necessary steps to obtain and/or update all necessary approvals and environmental 

permits regarding this proposed project.  
• If your project results in a discharge to waters of the state, submittal of a Louisiana Pollutant 

Discharge Elimination System (LPDES) application may be necessary.  
• If the project results in a discharge of wastewater to an existing wastewater treatment system, that 

wastewater treatment system may need to modify its LPDES permit before accepting the additional 
wastewater. 

• All precautions should be observed to control nonpoint source pollution from construction activities. 
LDEQ has stormwater general permits for construction areas equal to or greater than one acre.  It is 
recommended that you contact the LDEQ Water Permits Division at (225) 219-9371 to determine if 
your proposed project requires a permit. 

• If your project will include a sanitary wastewater treatment facility, a Sewage Sludge and Biosolids 
Use or Disposal Permit application or Notice of Intent must be submitted no later than January 1, 
2013. Additional information may be obtained on the LDEQ website at 
http://www.deq.louisiana.gov/portal/tabid/2296/Default.aspx or by contacting the LDEQ Water 
Permits Division at (225) 219- 9371. 

• If any of the proposed work is located in wetlands or other areas subject to the jurisdiction of the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, you should contact the Corps directly regarding permitting issues.  If a 
Corps permit is required, part of the application process may involve a water quality certification from 
LDEQ.  

• All precautions should be observed to protect the groundwater of the region.   
• Please be advised that water softeners generate wastewaters that may require special limitations 

depending on local water quality considerations. Therefore if your water system improvements 
include water softeners, you are advised to contact the LDEQ Water Permits to determine if special 
water quality-based limitations will be necessary. 
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• Any renovation or remodeling must comply with LAC 33:III.Chapter 28, Lead-Based Paint Activities; 
LAC 33:III.Chapter 27, Asbestos-Containing Materials in Schools and State Buildings (includes all 
training and accreditation); and LAC 33:III.5151, Emission Standard for Asbestos for any renovations 
or demolitions. 

• If any solid or hazardous wastes, or soils and/or groundwater contaminated with hazardous 
constituents are encountered during the project, notification to LDEQ’s Single-Point-of-Contact 
(SPOC) at (225) 219-3640 is required.  Additionally, precautions should be taken to protect workers 
from these hazardous constituents. 

  
Currently, Orleans Parish is classified as attainment with the National Ambient Air Quality Standards and 

has no general conformity determination obligations. 
  
Please send all future requests to my attention.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 

(225) 219-3954 or by email at linda.hardy@la.gov.  
  
Sincerely, 
  
Linda M. Hardy 
Technical Assistant to the Deputy Secretary 
Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality 
Office of the Secretary 
P.O. Box 4301 
Baton Rouge, LA   70821-4301 
Ph:  (225) 219-3954 
Fax:  (225) 219-3971 
Email:  linda.hardy@la.gov  
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U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY LETTER OF NO OBJECTION 

 
Merina Christoffersen 
Environmental Department 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security  
Federal Emergency Management Agency FEMA- DR 1603/ 1607 LA 
1 Seine Court New Orleans, Louisiana 70114  
 
Dear Ms. Christoffersen: 
 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has completed your request for a solicitation of views 
concerning the Audubon Nature Center Renovation in New Orleans, Louisiana. The comments that 
follow are being provided relative to the EPA's 404(b)(l) Guidelines for Specification of Disposal Sites for 
Dredged or Pill Material (40 CFR Part 230). 
 
The documentation provided to the EPA for review showed that wetlands are present at the site. At this 
time, the EPA does not object to the project and recommends coordination with the New Orleans District 
of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to begin the permit application process. Thank you for the 
opportunity to review the proposed project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss the issue 
further, please do not hesitate to contact me at 
Gutierrez.raul @epa.gov or (214) 665-6697. 
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NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION SERVICE EXEMPTION LETTER 

 
August 8, 2013 
 
Merina Christoffersen 
FEMA Region VI 
1 Seine Court, Room 4014 New Orleans, LA 70114 
United States Department of Agriculture 
RE: Audubon Nature Center- Orleans Parish 
(318) 473-7751 
Fax: (318) 473-7626 
 
Dear Ms. Christoffersen: 
 
I have reviewed the above referenced project for potential requirements of the Farmland Protection Policy 
Act (FPPA) and potential impact to Natural Resource Conservation Service projects in the immediate 
vicinity. 
 
Projects are subject to FPPA requirements if they may irreversibly convert farmland (directly or 
indirectly) to nonagricultural use and are completed by a federal agency or with assistance from a federal 
agency. For the purpose of FPPA, farmland includes prime farmland, unique farmland, and land of 
statewide or local importance. Farmland subject to FPPA requirements can be forest land, pastureland, 
cropland, or other land, but not water or urban built-up land. 
 
The project map submitted with your request indicates that the proposed construction areas are within 
urban areas and therefore is exempt from the rules and regulations of the Farmland Protection Policy Act 
(FPPA)-Subtitle I of Title XV, Section 1539-1549. 
 
For specific information about the soils found in the project area, please visit our Web Soil Survey at the 
following location: http://websoilsurvey .nrcs.usda.gov/ 
 
Please direct all future correspondence to me at the address shown above. 
 
Respectfully, 
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STATE OF LOUISIANA DEPT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES LETTER OF NO EFFECT  
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STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICERS LETTER OF NO AFFECT 

 
 
December 9, 2013 
 
Ms. Katherine Zeringue, Environmental Liaison Officer 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
FEMA Mail Center- First Floor 1 Seine Court 
New Orleans, LA 70114 
 
RE: Section 106 Review Consultation, Hurricane Katrina (FEMA-1603-DR-LA) Applicant: Audubon 
Commission 
Undertaking: Demolition, Renovation, and New Construction at the Louisiana Nature Center, New 
Orleans, Orleans Parish, LA (NI # 2082) 
Determination: No Historic Properties Affected 
 
Dear Ms. Zeringue: 
 
Thank you for your letter dated November 22, 2013 regarding the above referenced project. We 
understand that the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) will be providing funds authorized 
under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, P.L. 93-288, as amended, in 
response to a major Disaster Declaration designated as FEMA-1603-DR-LA, and dated August 29, 2005, 
as amended. 
 
Furthermore, we understand that FEMA through its Public Assistance Program proposes to fund the 
following work at the Louisiana Nature Center, in Orleans Parish, Louisiana: demolition of the ticket 
booth, gift shop, and restroom building; renovation of the greenhouse; the replacement of the existing 
boardwalk; and construction of a new 23,632 square-foot facility, new surface parking areas, and a new 
8,344 square-foot boardwalk (Undertaking). 
 
Section  106 review  and  compliance  for the  Undertaking   is  in  accordance  with the Programmatic 
Agreement among FEMA, the Louisiana State Historic Preservation Officer, the Louisiana Governor’s 
Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness, the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas, the 
Caddo Nation, the Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana, the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma, the Cottshatta Tribe 
of Louisiana, the Jena Band of Choctaw Indians, the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians, the Quapaw 
Tribe of Oklahoma, the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma, the Seminole Tribe of Florida, the Tunica-Biloxi 
Tribe of Louisiana, and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, executed   on August   17,2009  
and  amended   on July22,  2011  (2009   Statewide  PA as amended). 
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Ms. Katherine Zeringue 
December 9, 2013 Page 2 
 
We understand that the Area of Potential Effects (APE) for standing structures is limited to the general 
area where the Undertaking will occur.  Due to the wooded nature of the project area, a limited view shed 
is included in the standing structures APE.  Furthermore, we agree that the 5-acre archaeological APE 
takes into consideration project-related, ground disturbing activities. The APEs are presented in your 
letter as Figures 2 and 3. 
 
We agree that in regards to the APE for standing structures: (1) the APE is not located within an eligible 
or listed National Register District or within the view shed of an individually listed or eligible resource, 
(2) all the buildings and structures within the APE are less than fifty years old and do not qualify under 
Criterion G for inclusion in the NRHP. It should be noted that the greenhouse was built in 1985 out of a 
kit dating from the 1930s. Despite the use of building materials over fifty years of age, the greenhouse 
was constructed less than fifty years ago and also does not qualify under Criterion G. 
 
Other buildings located within the APE include the maintenance building, administration building, 
classroom building, planetarium, science resource center building, and interpretive center. FEMA 
indicated in an email dated December 9, 2013 that the Applicant intends to repair the maintenance  
building; and demolish and replace in-kind the other five buildings. This proposed work was previously 
reviewed in December 2007 and January 2008 and is not a part of the current Undertaking.  At the time of 
the review, these buildings were less than 45 years old and were not located on a previously recorded 
archaeological site. 
 
Consequently, FEMA determined that the Scope of Work met the criteria in the Programmatic 
Allowances included in Appendix A of the 2004 Statewide Programmatic Agreement that was then in 
effect. 
 
Table 1presented herein lists a summary of FEMA's determination of eligibility (DOE) and date of SHPO 
concurrence for the current Undertaking.  
 
Table 1 Summary of FEMA Determination of Eligibility for Inclusion in NRHP 
 

Subject property 
in New Orleans 

Date Built FEMA DOE for Inclusion in NRHP SHPO 
Concurrence 

Ticket Booth, Louisiana 
Nature Center 

1994 Less than 50 years old and is not eligible for 
inclusion in the NRHP under Criterion G 

Concur 
December 9, 2013 

Gift Shop, Louisiana 
Nature Center 

1994 Less than 50 years old and is not eligible for 
inclusion in the NRHP under Criterion G 

Concur 
December 9, 2013 

Restroom Building, 
Louisiana  Nature  Center 

1994 Less than 50 years old and is not eligible for 
inclusion in the NRI-JP under Criterion G 

Concur 
December 9, 2013 

Greenhouse, Louisiana 
Nature Center 

1985 (from 
circa 1935 
materials) 

Less than 50 years old and is not eligible for 
inclusion in the NRHP under Criterion G 

Concur 
December 9, 2013 

 
We understand that FEMA performed standard background review utilizing the requisite Louisiana 
Division of Archaeology files, FEMA Cultural Resources Maps, and other applicable source data to 
determine historic land-use conditions within the APE. The APE is located within the Low Probability 
Zone for archaeological resources. There are no recorded archaeological sites within one mile of the APE. 
The soils within the APE consist of Kenner- Allemands- Water, a fresh water gulf coast deltaic marsh.  
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Ms. Katherine Zeringue 
December 9, 2013 Page 3 
 
Furthermore, as late as 1957, as seen on the 1957 USGS Chef Menteur quadrangle, the APE remained 
undeveloped. On May23, 2013, a FEMA archaeologist conducted a site visit and observed no 
archaeological material within the archaeological APE. Based on the available evidence presented in your 
letter, we agree that it is not likely that NRHP-eligible historic properties are located within the 
archaeological APE. 
 
In final consideration, we concur with FEMA's determination that the Undertaking as described in your 
letter would result in No Historic Properties Affected. 
 
For more information, please  contact Andrea White, andrea.white@associates.fema.dhs.gov, 
(504) 762-2941, or Sherry Anderson (504) 762-2911, sherry.anderson@associates.dhs.gov. 
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LOUISIANA OFFICE OF COASTAL MANAGEMENT PERMIT EXEMPTION 
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                   (Other Information: Public Notice, Wetland JDS, 8-Step Floodplain Review) 
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PUBLIC NOTICE  
FEMA NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY  

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND 
DRAFT FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

THE AUDUBON NATURE CENTER, MULTI-PURPOSE BUILDING PROJECT, 
ORLEANS PARISH, LOUISIANA 

 
Interested parties are hereby notified that the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has prepared a 
Draft Environmental Assessment (DEA) for the proposed reconstruction and reconfiguration of the Audubon 
Nature Center (ANC) non-profit natural resource educational multi-purpose facility. The facilities are located at 
11000 Lake Forest Boulevard, New Orleans, 70127, Orleans Parish, Latitude 30.031730, Longitude -89.964461.   

The ANC, a private not-for-profit organization serving the general public, seeks federal grant funds for a proposed 
project eligible under a Presidential disaster declaration, signed on August 29, 2005 (FEMA-1603-DR-LA).  Per the 
National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4371 et seq.), and associated environmental statutes, a DEA has 
been prepared to evaluate the proposed action’s potential impacts on the human and natural environment.  This 
DEA summarizes the purpose and need, site selection process, alternatives to the proposed action including no 
action, rebuild in the same footprint, or the preferred alternative to rebuild in a modified footprint to the north on 
the lot, and potential environmental consequences associated with the proposed action. 

The proposed action would demolish and consolidate seven (7) of the nine (9) existing buildings on the site into a 
newly constructed facility on the northwest corner of the property. The new ANC facility would measure 20,430 
square feet and include an Entry Pavilion, Gift Shop, Classrooms, Science and Research Center, Administrative 
Facilities, Interpretive Center, and Planetarium. The existing access road on the site would be extended to the new 
building, and a new parking lot would be constructed on ANC property. A Botany Building and Maintenance 
Building would be restored in their original footprints.  

Based on FEMA’s findings to date, no significant adverse environmental effects are anticipated.  If no substantive 
comments are received, the DEA and associated draft Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) will become final, 
and this initial Public Notice will also serve as the final Public Notice.  Substantive comments will be addressed as 
appropriate in the final documents. 

The DEA and draft FONSI will be available for public review at the New Orleans Public Library, Alvar Branch 
located at 913 Alvar Street, New Orleans, Louisiana 70117 (10:00 AM to 7:00 PM, Mon.-Thurs. and 10:00 AM to 
5:00 PM Sat.). The DEA can also be viewed and downloaded from FEMA’s website: http://www.fema.gov/media-
library/search/Audubon. The public notice will run in the local newspaper, The Times-Picayune, on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday, October 20th,    22nd, and 24th. Written comments on the DEA/Draft FONSI can be faxed to 
the FEMA’s Louisiana Recovery Office (LRO)at (225) 346-5848; emailed to FEMA-NOMA@fema.dhs.gov; or 
mailed to FEMA-EHP, Audubon Nature Center, 1500 Main Street, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802.   
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FEMA 8-STEP DECISION MAKING PROCESS 
 

AUDUBON COMMISSION    
 Audubon Louisiana Nature Center 

Waterford Street off of Wright Road & Lake Forest Blvd.  
FEMA Disaster 1603-DR-LA AI 2082 

 
Executive Order 11988 - FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT 

Executive Order 11990 - WETLAND PROTECTION 
 

Date: 08/30/2013 
 
Prepared By: Wayne Berggren, CFM, EHP Floodplain Specialist 
 
Project:   On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina and its aftermath caused wind and flood damages 

to the Audubon Louisiana Nature Center (ANC) facility. The applicant proposes to seek 
FEMA PA federal grant funds to replace eligible facilities lost at the nature center location 
with a new, consolidated structure in the northwest corner of the property. Specifically, the 
applicant proposes to demolish and consolidate seven (7) of the nine (9) existing buildings 
including the Entry Pavilion and Gift shop, Classrooms, Science and Research Center, 
Administrative Facilities, Interpretive Center and Planetarium. Current site plans include 
the improved project drawings for the ANC facilities and educational programs. The 
existing access road on the site would be extended connect the new building, and a new 
parking lot would be connected to a bridge crossing into the adjacent Joe Brown Park. The 
new building and new associated parking lot are proposed to be constructed in an area 
that is recently restored wetlands.  
 
The ANC would rebuild, repair, or renovate the remaining two (2) facilities, a Botany 
Building and a Maintenance/Storage Shop in their current locations. The existing 
boardwalk would be rebuilt in a slightly modified footprint. The boardwalk would be 
attached to the new building and straightened rather than meandering in some spans. The 
existing primitive trail system would be cleared and re-graveled. 
 
The combined total square footage of the pre-storm facilities not including the boardwalk 
is approximately 28,986, and current design of the new facility will incorporate 
approximately 31,135 square feet. The new location is intended to meet ADA codes and 
standards of public safety for ingress and egress.  
  
The site located on Waterford Street off of Wright Road & Lake Forest Blvd., New 
Orleans, LA. 
 
This project must be conducted in accordance with conditions for federal actions in the 
floodplain and/or wetlands, as set forth in presidential Executive Order (EO) 11988, 
Floodplains and the implementing regulation found at 44 Code of Federal Regulations 
(CFR) Part 9, Floodplain Management and Protection of Wetlands.   
These regulations apply to all direct and indirect Agency actions which have the potential 
to affect floodplains or their occupants, or which are subject to potential harm by location 
in floodplains. 
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Public Assistance grant funded projects carried out in the floodplain or affecting the 
floodplain must be coordinated with the local floodplain administrator for a floodplain 
development permit prior to the undertaking.   
 
The action must be carried out in compliance with relevant, applicable, and required local 
codes and standards, thereby will reducing the risk of future flood loss, minimize the 
impacts of floods on safety, health, and welfare, and preserving and restoring beneficial 
floodplain values as required by Executive Order 11988. 
 
Restoration projects conducted with Public Assistance grant funds must be carried out in 
accordance with the local floodplain management plan and ordinance. It shall utilize the 
current locally adopted Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), Advisory Base Flood Elevation 
map (ABFE), or the Preliminary FIRM as the “best available data” and as a minimum 
standard.  Per 44 CFR 9.11(d)(6), no project should be built to a floodplain management 
standard that is less protective than what the community has adopted in local ordinances 
through their participation in the National Flood Insurance Program. 

 
STEP 1        Determine whether the proposed actions are located in a wetland and/or the 100-year 

floodplain (500-year floodplain for critical actions [44 CFR 9.4]), or whether they 
have the potential to affect or be affected by a floodplain or a wetland. (See 44 CFR 
9.7). 

 
 The project is located in relation to floodplains as mapped by: 

Latitude: 30.03096 Longitude -89.96373 
Waterford St off of Wright Rd & Lake Forest Blvd, New Orleans, LA  
Audubon Louisiana Nature Center: FIPS 071-U76DM-00 

 
Revised Preliminary DFIRM Panel (November 9, 2012): 
22 071C 0231 0139 F Flood Zone: AE, EL -7’, Base Flood Elevation 
Determined.  (ABFE) Map # LA-EE35 Dated 06/05/06.   Flood Zone: (EL -4’) or 
3’ above the Highest Existing Adjacent Grade (HEAG).   

 
 The project is located in a wetland as identified by: 

 
STEP  2 Notify the public at the earliest possible time of the intent to carry out an action in a 

floodplain or wetland, and involve the affected and interested public in the decision 
making process (see 44 CFR 9.8). 

 Not applicable - Project is not located in a floodplain or in a wetland. 
 Applicable - Notice will be or has been provided by: 

 
A Cumulative Initial Public Notice was published statewide 11/7/2005-11/9/2005.  
Additional public notice shall be provided as required by the Executive Order. 
 

STEP  3 Identify and evaluate practicable alternatives to locating the proposed action in a  
floodplain or wetland (including alternative sites, actions and the "no action" option) 
[see 44 CFR 9.9].  If a practicable alternative exists outside the floodplain or wetland, 
FEMA must locate the action at the alternative site. 

 Not applicable - Project is not located in a floodplain or in a wetland.  
 Applicable - Alternatives identified as described below: 
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The Audubon Institute’s mission is to exhibit the diversity of wildlife and preserve native 
Louisiana habitats, in order to educate a diverse audience about the natural world. The 
Audubon Institute includes facilities which enhance the care and survival of wildlife 
through research and conservation, and provides opportunities for recreation in natural 
settings.  

 
Alternative 1:  No Action – With the no action alternative, there would be no repair or 
replacement of the damaged facilities.  No action would leave the community without the 
function of the damaged facilities.  Additionally, this would leave the damaged facility and 
its environs in an unsafe condition, which would represent a safety hazard to the public and 
nearby properties.  This alternative has been determined not practicable by the applicant 
and GOHSEP. 

 
Alternative 2 (Proposed Alternative): Locate School in the Base Floodplain – This 
alternative would repair or replace facilities in the proposed location within the base 
floodplain.  This change will include construction of a new structure that would be 
elevated to meet minimum NFIP requirements.  Detailed design drawings and rationale for 
this alternative, including proposed mitigation, will be provided by the applicant in the 
amendments to the project worksheet (incorporated herein by reference). 
 
Alternative 3: Reconstruct Outside the Base Floodplain – This alternative would rebuild 
the damaged facilities outside the base floodplain.  This alternative requires identification 
of a suitable site not subject to flooding.  Grading and grubbing of the site would be 
necessary to prepare for reconstruction.  Additional sewage, electricity, and drainage for 
each building might also be necessary.  Each facility would be constructed to be compliant 
with current codes and standards (e.g., American with Disabilities Act, building codes, 
local floodplain ordinances, etc.). 

 
Reconstruction of the facilities outside the base floodplain is not a practicable option 
because it has been determined by the applicant not to be economically feasible or socially 
acceptable. Community leaders have also indicated this choice would not serve the best 
interests of the entire community. 

 
STEP  4 Identify the potential direct or indirect impacts associated with, the occupancy or 

modification of floodplains and wetlands and the potential direct and indirect support 
of floodplain and wetland development that could result from the proposed action 
(see 44 CFR 9.10). 

 
 Not applicable - Project is not located in a floodplain or in a wetland. 
 Applicable - Alternatives identified as described below: 

 
Alternative 2 (Proposed Alternative):  - Locate School in the Base Floodplain –   To demolish and 
consolidate seven (7) of the nine (9) existing buildings including the Entry Pavilion and Gift shop, 
Classrooms, Science and Research Center, Administrative Facilities, Interpretive Center and Planetarium. 
Current site plans include the improved project drawings for the ANC facilities and educational programs. 
The existing access road on the site would be extended connect the new building, and a new parking lot 
would be connected to a bridge crossing into the adjacent Joe Brown Park. The new building and new 
associated parking lot are proposed to be constructed in an area that is recently restored wetlands.  
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The ANC would rebuild, repair, or renovate the remaining two (2) facilities, a Botany Building and a 
Maintenance/Storage Shop in their current locations. The existing boardwalk would be rebuilt in a slightly 
modified footprint. The boardwalk would be attached to the new building and straightened rather than 
meandering in some spans. The existing primitive trail system would be cleared and re-graveled. 

 
 
STEP 5 Minimize the potential adverse impacts and support to or within floodplains and 

wetlands to be identified under step # 4, restore and preserve the natural and 
beneficial values served by floodplains, and preserve and enhance the natural and 
beneficial values served by wetlands (see 44 CFR 9.11). 

 
 Not applicable - Project is not located in a floodplain or in a wetland. 
 Applicable - Mitigation measures identified in the EA document or is described 

below: 
 
Alternative 2 (Proposed Alternative):  - Locate School in the Base Floodplain -   The 
demolition and new construction shall be in accordance with local floodplain ordinances 
with applicable building codes and standards applied to mitigate and minimize adverse 
effects (compliance with minimum NFIP standards and requirements).  Building utilities 
should be protected by methods including elevation or floodproofing the electronic 
components in place meeting NFIP standards and regulations. 

 
STEP 6 Reevaluate the proposed action to determine first, if it’s still practicable in light of its 

exposure to flood hazards, the extent to which it will aggravate the hazards to others 
and its potential to disrupt floodplain and wetland values and second, if alternatives 
preliminarily rejected at step # 3 are practicable in light of the information gained in 
steps # 4 and # 5.  FEMA shall not act in a floodplain or wetland unless it’s the only 
practicable location. 

 
 Not applicable - Project is not located in a floodplain or in a wetland. 
 Applicable - Action proposed is located in the only practicable location as 

described below:   
 
The proposed action is the chosen practicable alternative based upon a review of possible 
adverse effects on the floodplain and community/socioeconomic expectations.  

 
 
STEP 7 Prepare and provide the public with a finding and public explanation of any final 

decision that the floodplain or wetland is the only practicable alternative (see 44 CFR 
9.12). 

 
 Not applicable - Project is not located in a floodplain or in a wetland. 
 Applicable - Finding is or will be prepared as described below:   

 
Demolition and new construction of the Audubon Nature Center facilities in the floodplain 
has been determined to be a practicable alternative with significant benefits to the 
community, which overrides the prudence of location outside the floodplain.  This review 
and analysis of this proposed action was documented through the required 8-step public 
participation and decision-making process. A Cumulative Final Public Notice was 
published 10/26/07 -11/07/07. 
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STEP 8 Review the implementation and post-implementation phases of the proposed action to 

ensure that the requirements of the order are fully implemented.  Oversight 
responsibility shall be integrated into existing processes. 

 
 Not applicable - Project is not located in a floodplain or in a wetland. 
 Applicable - Approval conditioned on review of implementation and post-

implementation phases to ensure compliance with the order(s). 
 
Project shall be reviewed by FEMA at grant closeout to ensure the project was completed 
in accordance with all relevant and applicable floodplain ordinances, codes and standards 
and that all project actions were undertaken in accordance with terms and conditions 
stipulated to mitigate and minimize adverse effects in or to the floodplain and wetlands. 

 
**FLOODPLAIN** - The Parish of Orleans enrolled in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) on 
08/03/1970. As per Preliminary Digital Flood Insurance Rate Map Panel Number 22071C 0139F dated 
11/19/2012, the site is located within Zone "AE", El -7’, base flood elevation determined. On June 5th, 
2006, the City of New Orleans adapted the Advisory Base Flood Elevation Maps. Map # LA-EE35 Dated 
06/05/06 places this site in a Flood Zone “AE”,  EL -4’ or 3’ above the Highest Existing Adjacent Grade 
(HEAG). Per 44 CFR 9.11(d)(3), there shall be no new construction or substantial improvement of 
structures unless the lowest floor of the structures (including basement) is at or above the level of the base 
flood. Furthermore, per 44 CFR 9.11(d)(6), no project should be built to a floodplain management 
standard that is less protective than what the community has adopted in local ordinances through their 
participation in the National Flood Insurance Program. The applicant is required to coordinate with the 
local floodplain administrator regarding floodplain permit(s) prior to the start of any activities. All 
coordination pertaining to these activities and applicant compliance with any conditions should be 
documented and copies forwarded to the LA GOHSEP and FEMA for inclusion in the permanent project 
files. Per 44 CFR 9.11(d)(9), for the replacement of building contents, materials and equipment, where 
possible, disaster-proofing of the building and/or elimination of such future losses should occur by 
relocation of those building contents, materials and equipment outside or above the base floodplain. In 
compliance with Executive Order 11988, an 8-step process was completed, is attached and on file. Wayne 
Berggren, CFM, Floodplain Specialist. 
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FEMA’s 2014 WETLANDS DELINEATION/DETERMINATION DATA FORM 
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U.S.ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 2010 ANC WETLAND JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION  

 
 
Ms. Amelia LeGaux 
Audubon Nature Institute 6500 
Magazine Street New Orleans, LA   
70115 
 
Dear Ms. LeGaux : 

Reference is made to your request for a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' (Corps) jurisdictional determination on 
a project area located in Section 2, Township 12 South, Range 12 East, Orleans Parish, Louisiana (enclosed map). 
Specifically, this project is identified as restoration of the Nature Center and boardwalks in Joe Brown Park on and 
south of Nature Center Drive. 
 

A field inspection of the property was conducted on April 28, 2010.  Based on the results of this investigation, 
we have determined that part of the property is wetland and subject to Corps' jurisdiction. The approximate limits of 
the wetland are designated in red on the map.  A Department of the Army (DA) permit under Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act will be required prior to the deposition or redistribution of dredged or fill material into this 
wetland.  Additionally, a DA permit will be required if you propose to deposit dredged or fill material into a pond 
on the property (shown in blue on the map). 
 

You are advised that this approved jurisdictional determination is valid for a period of 5 years from the date of this 
letter unless new information warrants revision prior to the expiration date or the District Commander has identified, 
after public notice and comment, that specific geographic areas with rapidly changing environmental conditions merit 
re-verification on a more frequent basis. 
 

Please be advised that this property is in the Louisiana Coastal Zone.  For additional information regarding 
coastal use permit requirements, contact Ms. Christine Charrier, Coastal Management Division, Louisiana 
Department of Natural Resources at (225) 342-7953. 
 

Should there be any questions concerning these matters, please contact Mr. Bill Nethery at 
(504) 862-1267 and reference our Account No. MVN 2010-00338-SQ.   If you have specific questions 
regarding the permit process or permit applications, please contact our Eastern Evaluation Section at 
(504) 862-2766.  The New Orleans District Regulatory Branch is committed to providing quality and timely 
service to our customers.  In an effort to improve customer service, please complete and return the enclosed 
Customer Service Survey or complete the survey on our web site at 
http ://per2.nwp .usace.army.mil/survey .html.
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U.S.ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 2012 ANC WETLAND JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION  
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U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 2013 ANC WETLAND JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION 

  
Mr. Patrick Kraft 
Billes Partners, LLC 
1055 St. Charles Avenue, Suite 220 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70130 
 
Dear Mr. Kraft: 
 
Reference is made to your request, on behalf of Audubon Nature Institute, for a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' 
(Corps) jurisdictional determination on property located in Section 2, Township 12 South, Range 12 East, 
Orleans Parish, Louisiana (enclosed map). Specifically, this property is identified as a portion of the proposed 
location of the Nature Center on and north and south of Waterford Street. 
 
A field inspection of the property was conducted on November 13, 2013. Based on the results of this 
investigation and the information provided with your request, we have determined that this property is not in a 
wetland subject to Corps' jurisdiction. However, a Department of the Army permit under Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act will be required if you propose to deposit dredged or fill material into areas designated in blue 
on the map. 
 
Additionally, federal projects that may require further engineering review are known to exist in this area. For 
more information, please contact Mr. Donald Schneider of our Operations Division at (504) 862-1828. 
Please be advised that this property is in the Louisiana Coastal Zone. For additional information regarding 
coastal use permit requirements, contact Ms. Christine Charrier, Office of Coastal Management, Louisiana 
Department of Natural Resources at (225) 342-7953. 
 
You and your client are advised that this approved jurisdictional determination is valid for a period of 5 years 
from the date of this letter unless new information warrants revision prior to the expiration date or the District 
Commander has identified, after public notice and comment, that specific geographic areas with rapidly 
changing environmental conditions merit re-verification on a more frequent basis. 
 
Should there be any questions concerning these matters, please contact Mr. Brad Guarisco at (504) 862-2274 
and reference our Account No. MVN-2013-01664-SB. If you have specific questions regarding the permit 
process or permit applications, please contact our Eastern Evaluation Section at (504) 862-2766. The New 
Orleans District Regulatory Branch is committed to providing quality and timely service to our customers. In an 
effort to improve customer service, please complete the survey on our web site at  
http://per2.nwp.usace.army.mil/survey.html. 
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Appendix E 
 (Larger images of all Figures) 
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Figure 1: New Orleans, Orleans Parish, Louisiana, Site Location Map 
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Figure 2: New Orleans, Audubon Nature Center Site Location Map 
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Figure 3: Overall Site of ANC, in New Orleans, LA 
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Figure 4: Site of ANC, showing original building locations & layout 
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Figure 5: Site of ANC, showing the proposed/preferred building and parking locations and layout relative to the overall site 
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Figure 6: Site of ANC, showing the proposed building removal and two existing buildings to remain. 
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Figure 7: Site of ANC, showing the proposed/preferred building and parking locations and layout detail  
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Figure 8: ANC Preferred Consolidated Building Layout 
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Figure 9: Typical Mid-Story Growth Surrounding the ANC Facilities 
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Figure 10: Current Conditions at the Preferred ANC Building Site, Facing North 
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Figure 11: FEMA-funded projects occurring within the 70127 zip code 
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Figure 12: FEMA-funded projects occurring within a one mile radius of the ANC 
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