
The Fire Factor 
It’s peak wildfire season for many states across the country. While these fires can start from natural 
causes, such as lightning, most wildfires are caused by humans, either accidentally – from cigarettes, 
campfires, or outdoor debris burning – or intentionally.  

Wildfires threaten hundreds of home each year and cause millions of dollars in damage. Concerned 
about fire where you live? Here are some things you can do to make your home more resistant to 
catching fire and burning:  

• Clear roof and gutters of dead leaves, debris and pine needles that could catch embers;  

• Remove anything stored underneath decks or porches; and  

• Use fire-resistant material for landscaping and construction.  

Want to take your wildfire preparedness to the next level? America’s PrepareAthon! offers valuable 
preparedness information to help you take action and practice the steps necessary to keep yourself, 
your family and/or your organization safe. The How to Prepare for a Wildfire  guide explains how to 
protect yourself and your property, and details the steps to take now so that you can act quickly when 
you, your home, or your business is in danger. 
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