Preparing for Everyone’s Needs

When planning for emergencies, it is vital to account for the needs of everyone who may be impacted.
For example, there are several steps that individuals with disabilities and others with access and
functional needs can take to stay safe and independent during a disaster. Such steps include, but are not
limited to:

e Plan how to contact family members or friends;
e Make copies of medical prescriptions and medical history; and

e Stock a basic disaster supply kit.

Individuals with disabilities and others with access and functional needs should also include items in
their disaster kits essential for their needs, such as:

e ATTY Text Telephone;
e Hearing aids and batteries;
e Written descriptions of service needs; and

e Supplies for a service animal.

For more ideas on how to plan for disasters, check out this emergency preparedness instructional video
for individuals with disabilities and others with access and functional needs.
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