
PUBLIC NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND 

DRAFT FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT FOR 

ALTERNATE PROJECT FOR THE PAUL S. MORTON SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION 

COMMUNITY CENTER BUILDING 

 

Interested parties are hereby notified that the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) prepared 

an Environmental Assessment (EA) for a proposed renovation and expansion of the Paul S. Morton 

Scholarship Foundation (PSMSF) Community Center Building, located at 2308 S. Liberty St. and 2224 

Philip Street, New Orleans, Louisiana (Latitude: 29.9359, Longitude: -90.8646).  This facility has been 

purchased by the PSMSF and is proposed to be renovated and improved.  The Applicant (i.e. Paul S. 

Morton Scholarship Foundation) seeks federal grant funds for this action eligible under a Presidential 

Disaster Declaration, signed on August 29, 2005 (FEMA-1603-DR-LA). 

 

The applicant proposes to establish the Great Works Life Family Center and Child Care Center by 

purchasing and renovating 2308 S. Liberty Street (formerly Greater St. Stephen Church) and by 

purchasing, demolishing, and developing 2224 Philip Street. The 19,500 square foot buildings will 

undergo extensive interior and exterior renovations.  Exterior work includes the removal of vegetation 

and debris, cleaning and painting of CMU walls, installation of new soffits, window glazing, security and 

landscape lighting, fencing, relocation of the HVAC to the rooftop, installation of a soft surface over the 

existing parking lot for use as a playground, and installation of a water line. The interior will be 

extensively renovated, including new finish materials, walls, and mechanical, electrical, and plumbing 

systems, and a small elevator will be added.  In addition to these renovations, the applicant proposes to 

demolish the former residence located at 2224 Philip Street in order to construct a new grease trap and 

install a concrete pad for an elevated emergency generator. 

 

Per the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4371 et seq.), and associated environmental 

statutes, a Draft EA has been prepared to evaluate the action’s potential impacts on the human and natural 

environment.  This Draft EA summarizes the purpose and need, site selection process, affected 

environment, and potential environmental consequences associated with the proposed action. 

 

The public comment period will be 15 days, beginning on August 25, 2014, and concluding on September 

8, 2014.  Written comments on the Draft EA or related matters can be faxed to FEMA’s Environmental 

and Historic Preservation (EHP) Section in the Louisiana Recovery Office at (504) 330-7476; or mailed 

to FEMA EHP-Louisiana Recovery Office, 1500 Main Street, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802.  The Draft 

EA can be viewed and downloaded from FEMA’s website: http://www.fema.gov/media-

library/search/PSMSF.  A public notice will be published for 5 days in the Parish newspaper, The Times 

Picayune, on August 27, August 29, and August 31, 2014, announcing the availability of the Draft EA for 

public review at the Orleans Parish Main Branch Library at 219 Loyola Avenue, New Orleans, Louisiana 

70112 (hours are 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM, Mon.-Thurs. and 10:00 AM to 5:00PM Fri.-Sat.). 

 

Based on FEMA’s findings to date, no significant adverse environmental effects are anticipated.  

However, if FEMA receives new information that results in a change from no adverse effects then FEMA 

would revise the findings and issue a second public notice allowing time for additional comments.  

However, if there are no changes, this Draft EA will become the Final EA. 

 

If no substantive comments are received, the Draft EA and associated Finding of No Significant Impact 

(FONSI) will become final and this initial Public Notice will also serve as the final Public Notice.  

Substantive comments will be addressed as appropriate in the final documents. 

http://www.fema.gov/plan/ehp/envdocuments/ea-region6.shtm
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