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PUBLIC NOTICE 

FEMA NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT  

DRAFT FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

RELOCATION AND IMPROVED PROJECT AT ST. BERNARD MANOR 

MERAUX, ST. BERNARD, LOUISIANA 

 
Interested parties are hereby notified that the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 

has prepared a draft Environmental Assessment (EA) and draft Finding of No Significant Impact 

(FONSI) in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  The purpose of the 

EA is to assess the effects on the human and natural environment for the relocation and 

improvements to St. Bernard Manor, Meraux, Louisiana, a proposed action for which FEMA is 

considering providing funding assistance.   

 

St Bernard Manor is located at 2440 Archbishop Philip M Hannan Blvd, Meraux, Louisiana. 

Prior to Hurricane Katrina, the St. Bernard Manor Complex consisted of three (3) apartment 

buildings, one (1) maintenance building, a multi-purpose building, and related site improvements.  

The site sustained major damage as a result of Hurricane Katrina and was deemed eligible for 

replacement by FEMA using Federal disaster public assistance. Due to population shifts after the 

event, the applicant, in coordination with U.S. Housing and Urban Development (HUD), decided 

it would not be in the best interest of the public to rebuild all three (3) apartment buildings.  

Instead, the applicant proposed to relocate one (1) complex to Metairie, Louisiana and one (1) to 

Mandeville, Louisiana.  FEMA previously adopted HUD’s EAs and has issued FONSIs on these 

proposals. In addition, the applicant was previously approved to demolish all improvements on 

the site and to reconstruct one (1) 5-story apartment building at the original location. 

 

The purpose of the draft EA is to analyze the potential environmental impacts associated with the 

preferred action and alternatives.  The draft EA evaluates a No Action; the Preferred Action, 

which is to construct a new multi-purpose building in a different footprint and construct a new 

maintenance facility in a new location A; and an Alternative Action which is to construct a new 

multi-purpose building in a different footprint and construct a new maintenance facility in a new 

location B.  

 
The draft FONSI is FEMA’s finding that the preferred action will not have a significant effect on 

the human and natural environment. 

 

The draft EA and draft FONSI are available for review at the following location: St. Bernard 

Parish Main Library Monday-Thursdays 9 a.m. – 7 p.m. and Fridays - Saturdays 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

The documents can be downloaded from FEMA’s website at http://www.fema.gov/resource-

document-library.  A public notice for this project will be published on August 1, 2014, and on 

August 8, 2014, in the St. Bernard Voice, the journal of record for St. Bernard 

Parish.  Additionally, there will be a 15 day comment period, beginning on August 9, 2014, and 

concluding on August 24, 2014 at 4 p.m.  Comments may be mailed to: DEPARTMENT OF 

HOMELAND SECURITY-FEMA EHP-ST. BERNARD MANOR, 1500 MAIN STREET, 

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70802. Comments may be emailed to: FEMA-

NOMA@dhs.gov.  Verbal comments will be accepted or recorded at 504-427-8000.  If no 

substantive comments are received, the draft EA and associated Finding of No Significant Impact 

(FONSI) will become final.  

  

http://www.fema.gov/resource-document-library
http://www.fema.gov/resource-document-library
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       U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

       Louisiana Recovery Office 

     1 Seine Court, 4
th

 Floor 

        New Orleans, Louisiana 70114 

   

 

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

FOR THE 

RELOCATION AND IMPROVED PROJECT  

AT ST. BERNARD MANOR 

ST. BERNARD, LOUISIANA 

FEMA-1603-DR-LA 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

The Archdiocese of New Orleans (ANO) provides multiple community services 

including schools and housing to citizens throughout eight (8) civil parishes in the New 

Orleans Metropolitan Area namely: Jefferson, Orleans, Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St. 

Charles, St. John the Baptist, St. Tammany, and Washington.  As a community service, 

ANO partners with the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to 

provide affordable housing to low income and disabled senior citizens within these 

parishes. 

 

Christopher Homes, Inc. (CHI) is the housing agency of ANO. Founded in 1966, under 

the auspices of the Archdiocese's Commission on Housing and Community Life, with a 

mandate to provide decent, affordable housing in the community, the agency has grown 

to become one of the premier managers of affordable senior housing in the Gulf Coast 

area. 
 

St. Bernard Manor, located at 2440 Archbishop Philip M Hannan Blvd, Meraux, 

Louisiana, is one such community that is managed by CHI. Prior to Hurricane Katrina, 

the St. Bernard Manor complex consisted of three (3) apartment buildings, one (1) 

maintenance building, a multi-purpose building, and related site improvements. The site 

sustained major damage as a result of Hurricane Katrina and deemed eligible for 

replacement by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) using federal 

disaster public assistance.  
 

Due to population shifts after the storm, the applicant, in coordination with HUD, decided 

it would not be in the best interest of the public to rebuild all three (3) apartment 

buildings.  Instead, the applicant proposed to relocate one (1) building to Metairie, 

Louisiana, and one (1) to Mandeville, Louisiana.  FEMA previously adopted HUD’s EAs 

and has issued FONSIs on these proposals. In addition, the applicant was previously 

approved to demolish all improvements on the site and to reconstruct one (1) 5-story 

apartment building at the original location. 
 

 In accordance with 44 CFR Part 10, FEMA’s regulations to implement the National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), an Environmental Assessment (EA) was prepared. 
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The purpose of the EA was to analyze the potential environmental impacts associated 

with proposed project and to determine whether to prepare an Environmental Impact 

Statement (EIS) or Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI). The need for the proposed 

project is to restore support facilities to St. Bernard Manor. The alternatives considered 

include 1) No Action; 2) Preferred Alternative: Construct a new multipurpose building in 

a different footprint and construct a new maintenance facility in a new location A; and 3) 

Alternative Three (3): Construct a new multipurpose building in a different footprint and 

construct a new maintenance facility in a new location B 

 

FINDINGS 

 

FEMA has evaluated the proposed project for significant adverse impacts to geology, 

soils, water resources (surface water, groundwater, and wetlands), floodplains, coastal 

resources, air quality, biological resources (vegetation, fish and wildlife, Federally-listed 

threatened or endangered species and critical habitats), cultural resources, 

socioeconomics (including minority and low income populations), safety, noise, and 

hazardous materials. The results of these evaluations as well as consultations and input 

from other federal and state agencies are presented in the EA.   
 

CONDITIONS 

 

The following conditions must be met as part of the implementation of the project. 

Failure to comply with these conditions may jeopardize federal funds: 

 

 In accordance with applicable local, state, and Federal regulations, the applicant is 

responsible for acquiring any necessary permits and/or clearances prior to the 

commencement of any construction related activities. 

 

 The applicant must contact the LDEQ Water Permits Division at (225) 219-3181 

to determine if the proposed project requires a permit. 

 

 The applicant is responsible for coordinating with and obtaining any required 

permit(s) from the LDNR CMD prior to initiating work.  The applicant shall 

comply with all conditions of the required permit.  All coordination pertaining to 

these activities and applicant compliance with any conditions should be 

documented and copies forwarded to the state and FEMA for inclusion in the 

permanent project files. 

 

 If the project results in a discharge of wastewater to an existing wastewater 

treatment system, that wastewater treatment system may need to modify its 

LPDES permit before accepting the additional wastewater.  

 

 All precautions must be observed to control nonpoint source pollution from 

construction activities.  

 

 All precautions must be observed to protect the groundwater of the region.  
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 The applicant must contact the LDEQ Water Permits division to determine if 

special water quality-based limitations are applicable.  

 

 If any solid or hazardous wastes, or soils and/or groundwater contaminated with 

hazardous constituents are encountered during implementation of the project, 

notification to LDEQ’s SPOC at (225) 219-3640 is required. Additionally, 

precautions must be taken to protect workers from these hazardous constituents.  

 

 Appropriate signage and barriers must be in place prior to construction activities 

in order to alert pedestrians and motorists of project activities and traffic pattern 

changes, and to minimize potential adverse public safety concerns. 

 

 If hazardous materials are unexpectedly encountered in the project area during the 

proposed construction operations, appropriate measures for the proper assessment, 

remediation, management and disposal of the contamination must be initiated in 

accordance with applicable Federal, state, and local regulations. The contractor is 

required to take appropriate measures to prevent, minimize, and control the spill 

of hazardous materials in the construction area or any offsite runoff. 

 

 The contractor must implement traffic control measures, as necessary.   

 

 To minimize worker and public health and safety risks from project construction 

and closure, all construction and closure work must be done using qualified 

personnel trained in the proper use of construction equipment, including all 

appropriate safety precautions.  Additionally, all activities must be conducted in a 

safe manner in accordance with the standards specified in OSHA regulations and 

the USACE safety manual. 

 

 Any fill or borrow material used must be sourced from areas that do not contain 

any buried cultural materials (e.g., brick foundations, prehistoric Indian artifacts, 

human burials, and the like).   

 

 If human bone or unmarked grave(s) are present with the project area, compliance 

with the Louisiana Unmarked Human Burial Sites Preservation Act (R.S. 8:671 et 

seq.) is required. The applicant shall notify the law enforcement agency of the 

jurisdiction where the remains are located within twenty-four (24) hours of the 

discovery. The applicant shall also notify FEMA and the Louisiana Division of 

Archaeology at 225-342-8170 within seventy-two (72) hours of the discovery.  

 

 If during the course of work, archaeological artifacts (prehistoric or historic) are 

discovered, the applicant shall stop work in the vicinity of the discovery and take 

all reasonable measures to avoid or minimize harm to the finds. The applicant 

shall inform their Public Assistance contacts at FEMA, who will in turn contact 

FEMA Historic Preservation staff. The applicant will not proceed with work until 

FEMA HP completes consultation with the SHPO.  
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 The applicant is required to coordinate with the local floodplain administrator 

regarding floodplain permit(s) prior to the start of any activities.  All coordination 

pertaining to these activities and applicant compliance with any conditions shall 

be documented and copies forwarded to the state and FEMA for inclusion in the 

permanent project files.  As per 44 CFR 9.11(d)(9), mitigation or minimization 

standards must be applied, where possible.  The replacement of building contents, 

materials and equipment should be, where possible, wet or dry-proofed, elevated, 

or relocated to or above the Preliminary DFIRM BFE or local floodplain 

ordinances; whichever is more stringent. 

 

Failure to comply with these conditions may make part or the entire project ineligible for 

FEMA funding. 

 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

Based upon the incorporated EA, and in accordance with Presidential Executive Orders 

12898 (Environmental Justice), 11988 (Floodplain Management), and 11990 (Wetland 

Protection), FEMA has determined that the proposed action implemented with the 

conditions and mitigation measures outlined above and in the EA will not have any 

significant adverse effects on the quality of the natural and human environment.  As a 

result of this FONSI, an Environmental Impact Statement will not be prepared (44 CFR 

Part 10.8) and the proposed action alternative as described in the EA may proceed. 

 

APPROVALS 

 

 

 

 

                                      

_____________________________________________________     

Kevin Jaynes,   Date  

Regional Environmental Officer 

Region VI 

 

 

 

 

 

        

_____________________________________________________     

Andre Cadogan       Date 

Deputy Director Programs 

Louisiana Recovery Office 

FEMA 1603-1607-DR-LA 
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