
Extra Caution for Coastal Communities 
There are approximately 13,000 miles of coastline in the United States. These areas are often vulnerable 
and prone to hazards like hurricanes, tsunamis, flooding and storm-surges. To protect you and your 
family, it’s best to be prepared for those hazards before they occur. The National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration emphasizes the importance of coastal communities:  

• Developing a family disaster plan;  

• Planning and practicing evacuation routes; and  

• Talking to Insurance Agent about flood insurance and the National Flood Insurance Program.  

Additionally, remember to protect your home by bringing outdoor furniture and other items indoors 
when a storm is eminent, remove any debris from your yard, trim low hanging limbs and shrubs and 
clean gutters and downspouts. For more information on preparing for floods and hurricanes look to 
America’s PrepareAthon! for preparation resources for the hazards that are particularly troublesome for 
coastal communities. 
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