
Don’t go Dry this Summer 
Last week, we talked about how to conserve water outdoors since many communities are experiencing 
droughts, especially on the West Coast. It is critical that everyone also be mindful of indoor water 
maintenance and conservation. Did you know the average household’s leaks can account for more than 
10,000 gallons of water wasted every year? Droughts affect everyone from farmers to those of us just 
trying to take a shower. Even small efforts, like being mindful of whether or not your faucet is 
completely off (dripping faucets alone lose 2,700 gallons of water a year!) make a huge difference.    

There are many things you can do to improve your conservation, from purchasing water-saving 
technologies to how you do your laundry. Test your knowledge and check out these effective 
conservation strategies:  

• Choose energy and water-efficient appliances;  

• Check all plumbing for leaks;  

• Avoid letting the water run while you shave or brush your teeth;  

• Only use your dishwasher when it is full and on the “light wash” setting to use less water;  

• Avoid using running water to thaw frozen meats and foods; and  

• Wash your clothes only when you have a full load.  

By practicing these tips every day and making them part of your routine, you will save money and 
preserve this essential resource during drought season. 
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