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Tribal Declarations Pilot Guidance
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2014 National Preparedness Report Released
FEMA and its partners released the 2014 National Preparedness Report (NPR).
The NPR is an annual status report on the Nation's progress toward reaching the
National Preparedness Goal of a secure and resilient nation. Overall, the NPR
found the nation continues to make progress building preparedness in key areas
and identifies several areas of sustainment. The report also identified areas for
national improvement in building resilience and reducing long-term vulnerability.

Flood Risk Mapping
Guidelines and Standards
(September 3, 2014)
FEMA’s Office of External Affairs provides this
bulletin to highlight recent and upcoming program
and policy activities and announcements. Feedback
is welcome at fema-ea-bulletin@fema.dhs.gov.
Previous editions are available at the FEMA library.
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The NPR was developed to meet the requirements of “Presidential Policy
Directive 8/PPD-8: National Preparedness.” PPD-8 is aimed at strengthening the
security and resilience of the United States through systematic preparation for the
threats and hazards that pose the greatest risk to the security of the nation,
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National Preparedness Month is Approaching
This September marks the 11th annual National Preparedness Month. This year’s theme is “Be Disaster Aware, Take Action
to Prepare” to support coordination with America’s PrepareAthon! The Ready Campaign has partnered with Citizen Corps
and the Ad Council to encourage individuals, families, communities and businesses to plan ahead of natural disasters and
emergency situations.
National Preparedness Month’s mission is to help individuals, families and communities stay informed, make a plan and get
involved locally to ensure that they are resilient in the face of disaster. In preparation for National Preparedness Month,
individuals and organizations should visit www.ready.gov to find emergency preparedness resources such as a family
emergency plan and a guide on building emergency kits. America’s PrepareAthon! is a national campaign for action to
increase individual and community preparedness and resilience. National Preparedness Month culminates on September 30
with National PrepareAthon! Day, and a national call to action for individuals and organizations to join with others in the
country to take important steps to prepare for local hazards.
Each week of September will have a specific emergency preparedness theme that focuses on the steps in disaster planning.
Information is also available at www.ready.gov/september. To learn more, visit www.ready.gov/prepare.

Wireless Emergency Alerts Save Lives in Severe Weather
FEMA’s Integrated and Public Alert Warning System (IPAWS) gives alerting authorities options to send the same alert
message to a variety of different sources at the same time, including radio and TV Emergency Alert Systems, Wireless
Emergency Alerts (WEA), roadside or overhead signs and other sources. WEA capable cell phones use a unique tone and
vibration designed to grab attention when an imminent threat is in the area. WEAs are sent from cell towers in a warning
area and resemble text messages. However, WEAs use one-way cell broadcast technology that ensures the alerts will not
get backlogged during times of emergency when networks are highly congested.
WEAs can save lives, as severe weather can happen anywhere and at any time. WEAs are sent by alerting authorities from
participating wireless carriers through FEMA’s IPAWS system to cell towers. Awareness of severe weather conditions in the
area is an essential component of knowing how to prepare for the unexpected. When severe weather occurs, imminent
threat weather alerts can be sent directly to cellular devices and can give users a critical window of time to find safety.
For more information about WEA alerts, go to www.ready.gov. States and counties interested in information about becoming
an alerting authority in IPAWS should visit www.fema.gov/emergency/ipaws.

REMINDER: FEMA Extends Tribal
Consultation Period for First Draft of
Tribal Declaration Pilot Guidance
In January 2013, the SRIA provided federally recognized Indian
tribal governments the option to request a Presidential emergency
or major disaster declaration independently of a state. FEMA
initiated tribal consultation on the first draft of the Tribal
Declaration Pilot Guidance in April 2014 and traveled around the
country to meet face-to-face with tribal leaders or their designees
to discuss the proposed guidance and ways to improve the draft.
FEMA is extending the tribal consultation period for the first draft of
the Tribal Declaration Pilot Guidance. Tribal governments may
now submit comments through August 31, 2014. Comments on
the working draft of the Tribal Declarations Pilot Guidance can be
sent to tribalconsultation@fema.dhs.gov.

REMINDER: Flood Risk Mapping
Guidelines and Standards
FEMA established a maintenance plan for the Risk
MAP Guidelines and Standards and plans to issue
updates on a semi-annual basis. As part of this current
update, a public review announcement provide an
opportunity for comment prior to incorporation into the
policy. This announcement lists proposed updates to
existing standards and drafts of new standards.
FEMA intends to publish these standards as a part of
the Policy for Flood Risk Analysis and Mapping.
Comments may be provided via email to
FEMA.GS@riskmapcds.com. Comments received prior
to September 3, 2014, will be reviewed and addressed
as appropriate before the standards are finalized.
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Special Spotlight: Hurricane Preparedness Terms
www.ready.gov/hurricanes
Hurricane Preparedness: Know the Terms
History has shown that a lack of hurricane awareness and preparations are common threads among all major hurricane
disasters. By knowing what actions to take, individuals and communities can reduce the effects of a hurricane disaster.
Hurricane hazards come in many forms and it is important to know the terms that the National Weather Service uses for
watches and warnings. For more information, visit www.ready.gov/hurricanes and follow Ready on Twitter and Facebook.
Hurricane Seasons
• Atlantic – June 1 to November 30
• East Pacific – May 15 to November 30
• Central Pacific (Hawaii) – June 1 to November 30
Hurricanes, Cyclones and Storms
• Tropical Cyclone: A warm-core non-frontal synopticscale cyclone, originating over tropical or subtropical
waters, with organized deep convection and a closed
surface wind circulation about a well-defined center.
• Tropical Depression: A tropical cyclone in which the
maximum sustained surface wind speed (using the U.S. 1-minute average) is 38 mph (33 knot) or less.
• Tropical Storm: A tropical cyclone in which the maximum sustained surface wind speed (using the U.S. 1-minute
average) ranges from 39 mph (34 knots) to 73 mph (63 knots).
• Hurricane: A tropical cyclone in which the maximum sustained surface wind (using the U.S. 1-minute average) is 74
mph (64 knots) or more.
Watches vs. Warnings
• Hurricane Watch: An announcement that hurricane conditions (sustained winds of 74 mph or higher) are possible
within the specified area. Because hurricane preparedness activities become difficult once winds reach tropical storm
force, the hurricane watch is issued 48 hours in advance of the anticipated onset of tropical-storm-force winds.
• Hurricane Warning: An announcement that hurricane conditions (sustained winds of 74 mph or higher) are expected
somewhere within the specified area. Because hurricane preparedness activities become difficult once winds reach
tropical storm force, the hurricane warning is issued 36 hours in advance of the anticipated onset of tropical-stormforce winds.
• Tropical Storm Watch: An announcement that tropical storm conditions (sustained winds of 39 to 73 mph) are
possible within the specified area within 48 hours.
• Tropical Storm Warning: An announcement that tropical storm conditions (sustained winds of 39 to 73 mph) are
expected somewhere within the specified area within 36 hours.
Know the Hurricane Hazards
• Storm Surge: Storm Surge is the greatest potential for large loss of life associated with a hurricane. Storm surge is
the water rise generated by a storm, over and above the predicted astronomical tides. Storm tide is the combination of
storm surge and the astronomical tide. Storm tide can cause extreme flooding in coastal areas particularly when storm
surge coincides with normal high tide, resulting in storm tides reaching up to 20 feet or more in some cases.
• Heavy Rainfall and Inland Flooding: Tropical cyclones often produce widespread, torrential rains, which may result
in deadly and destructive floods. In fact, flooding is the major threat from tropical cyclones for people living inland.
High Winds: High Winds: Hurricane-force winds, 74 mph or more, can destroy buildings and mobile homes. Debris,
such as signs, roofing material, siding and small items left outside can become flying missiles during hurricanes and
tropical storms. Winds can stay above hurricane strength well inland.
• Tornadoes: Hurricanes and tropical storms can produce tornadoes. These tornadoes most often occur in
thunderstorms embedded in rain bands well away from the center of the hurricane.
• Rip Currents: The strong winds of a tropical cyclone can cause dangerous waves that pose a significant hazard to
mariners and coastal residents and visitors. When the waves break along the coast, they can produce deadly rip
currents - even at large distances from the storm.

