
Downpour of Flood Insurance Information 

If you own or rent a home, then you know that homeowner’s insurance is something you cannot do 
without! But, did you know that most standard homeowner’s insurance policies do not cover damage 
from flooding?  

The National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) is administered by FEMA, which works closely with nearly 
90 private insurance companies to offer flood insurance to property owners and renters. In order to 
qualify for flood insurance, a community must join the NFIP and agree to enforce sound floodplain 
management standards.  

In addition to having flood insurance, here are a few other things you should do:  

 Build an emergency kit and make a family communications plan;  

 Avoid building in a floodplain unless you elevate and reinforce your home;  

 Elevate the furnace, water heater and electric panel in your home if you live in an area that has a 
high flood risk;  

 Consider installing "check valves" to prevent flood water from backing up into the drains of your 
home; and  

 If feasible, construct barriers to stop floodwater from entering the building and seal walls in 
basements with waterproofing compounds.  

Flood risk isn't just based on history; it's also based on a number of factors: rainfall, river-flow and tidal-
surge data, topography, flood-control measures, and changes due to building and development.  

Take the first step in researching flood insurance by determining your flood risk. Check out the National 
Flood Insurance Program’s flood-hazard maps. These maps have been created to show the flood risk for 
your community.  This helps determine the type of flood insurance coverage you will need. Contact your 
insurance provider to verify your coverage. For more information, insurance calculators, and interactive 
resources visit FloodSmart.gov.  
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