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1.0 OVERVIEW 

1.1. PURPOSE:   The purpose of this document is to describe the Town of 
Neversink’s search for a replacement site for its flood-damaged ball fields 
(i.e. Little League Complex). The key to this search was to find a 
practicable alternative which avoids rebuilding the ball fields in the 
current floodplain location or any other floodplain area. 

1.2. 	 BACKGROUND: The Town of Neversink’s original baseball fields, which 
were located along Chestnut Creek on New York State (NYS) Route 55A, 
were destroyed by Hurricane Irene in 2011.  The proposed ball fields site, 
which is located on the east side NYS Route 42 (at intersection with Big 
Hollow Road), would replace the Town’s flood-damaged Little League 
Complex. The Town has leased the four damaged ball fields on NYS 
Route 55A from the New York City Department of Environmental 
Protection (NYCDEP) since the 1980s. All but one of the fields was 
destroyed beyond repair when flooding from Hurricane Irene swelled the 
Chestnut Creek, which, as noted above, runs alongside the fields.  The 
Creek eroded its banks and washed away most of the original Little 
League Complex. The extensive damage included the loss of fences, 
dugouts and scorekeeper booths. Some of these same fields and 
structures were rebuilt after a similar flood in 2002 destroyed them. The 
Town is determined to find a location that would not be food-damaged 
again. 

1.3. 	 SITE SELECTION: For the location of the new Little League Complex, 
the Town of Neversink considered and evaluated any piece of vacant land 
within the Town that consisted of a 20 percent or less slope grade and 
could accommodate four baseball fields. The evaluation process took 
approximately two months. The Town found an area suitable for the 
development of new ball fields on land purchased from a private land 
owner. This 16.7 total acreage consists of several benefits including 
frontage on a NYS highway, municipal sewer availability, a drilled water 
supply well, open fields (without of shrubs or forested land), and a central 
location for community access. 

1.4. 	 RESERVOIR: The proposed site is approximately 3,300 feet upstream of 
Chestnut Creek and 7,500 feet upstream of Rondout Reservoir, which is 
part of the NYCDEP Aqueduct System for New York City. The proposed 
location is significantly distant from the Creek and the drinking water 
Reservoir. The NYCDEP operates and maintains a drinking water 
reservoir system (including the downstream Rondout Reservoir) for the 
City of New York and owns extensive lands in the Town of Neversink as 
well as in surrounding Towns. The purpose of the land ownership is to 
prevent or minimize development to protect the reservoirs from surface 
water and groundwater pollutants. 

1.5. 	FLOODPLAIN EVALUATION PROCESS: Executive Order #11988 
“Floodplain Management” requires that Federal agencies avoid funding 
activities that directly or indirectly support occupancy, modification, or 
development of the 100-year floodplain (BFE) whenever there are 
practicable alternatives. Critical Federal actions within the 100-year 
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floodplain or within 500-year floodplain require that Federal agency to 
conduct the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) Eight-
Step Decision-Making Process. 

As the attached documents will show, the proposed site is not located in 
or near any flood hazard areas. Therefore, because the Town avoided 
land that contains any portion the 100-year floodplain or the 500-year 
floodplain within the site, there is no need to conduct FEMA’s Eight-Step 
Decision-Making Process. See Appendix A, Figures, for documentation. 

1.6. 	 CONCLUSION: The Town of Neversink site evaluation process concluded 
that a practicable alternative to repairing the flood-damaged Little League 
Complex exists for development of new ball fields.  The Town found a 
suitable area on 16+ acres of land located within the Town. Since the 
buildable portion of proposed site does not lie in or near any floodplain, 
and has adequate land for at least four new ball fields plus associated 
parking and recreation buildings, it is an practicable alternative to 
rebuilding on the old flood-prone location. 

2.0	 SITE DEVELOPMENT INFORMATION 

2.1 	 SITE PREPARATION AND DEMOLITION: The 16.7 acre site is vacant 
fields, except for the one acre house lot that was included in the Town’s 
purchase. This lot is situated directly across from the intersection of NYS 
Route 42 and Big Hollow Road.  The house located on this lot was 
demolished and removed on August 31, 2013 by private contractor after 
Town bid process. One building, the garage, currently remains and will 
be used as storage for the new ball field complex. There are no other 
buildings on the site. Approximately 14.2 acres of the total 16.7 acres 
would be disturbed as a result of the new Little League Complex 
construction. 

2.2 	 GRADING: The site is generally level but there are mounds and valleys 
that would need to be cut and filled to create four baseball fields with the 
associated parking areas and driveways. Maximum cut at center of site 
and maximum fill depth at northerly side of site are both approximately 14 
feet to 15 feet. Each of the four proposed ball fields would have its own 
dugout, bleachers, backstop, scorer’s booth and fences. 

2.3 	 DURATION: The estimated construction period is five months. The Town 
is interested in having at least two ball fields operating by the spring of 
2014. 

2.4 	 BUILDING SIZE: Proposed buildings on site total 4,136 square feet (SF) 
and include the following: 28’ x 74’ Picnic Pavilion (with bathrooms), 24’ x 
36’ Maintenance Garage, 20’ x 20’ Storage Building, and a 20’ x 40’ barn. 
A 480 SF existing garage located on the one acre house lot will remain 
and be used as storage for the proposed project. 

OCTOBER, 2013 	 Page 3 of 12 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark McCarthy, Supervisor 5RXWH����%DOO�)LHOG�6LWH���(QYLURQPHQWDO�(YDOXDWLRQ�� 

7752 State Route 42, Grahamsville, NY 3UHSDUHG�E\�(FRORJLFDO�$QDO\VLV��//&� 

2.5 	 VEGETATION: The proposed project site is open farm field except for the 
house lot, which includes a few specimen trees.  There is a treeline off-
site to the north, east and south of the proposed site along Red Brook. 
However, no off-site disturbances are proposed. 

2.6 	 SEWER/WATER: There is an existing eight inch diameter sanitary sewer 
line running along the west edge of NYS Route 42. Wastewater from the 
proposed project would be pumped to that sewer main, which would 
convey to the NYC Wastewater Treatment Plant in Grahamsville. That 
treatment plant discharges into Chestnut Creek which ultimately flows into 
Rondout Reservoir. The estimated wastewater produced by ball fields 
would be 500 gallons per day (gpd) when fields are in use. The eight inch 
sewer main and the wastewater treatment plant have sufficient capacity to 
handle this additional flow. 

There is an existing water supply well on the one acre house lot that 
would be sufficient for the water needs of the proposed ball fields. 

2.7 	 LANDSCAPING: No landscaping, except for the planting of grass, is 
proposed at this time. However, a four to five foot chain-link fence would 
be constructed around each of the four baseball fields proposed. 

2.8 	 LIGHTING: For public safety reasons, three to four wall mounted lights 
are proposed for the pavilion exterior walls and four to five pole lights are 
proposed within the parking areas. All lights would be downward facing 
luminaires. The ball fields themselves would not be lighted. Night games 
would not be played at this proposed location. 

2.9 	 PARKING: Parking for 102 cars would be located near the center of the 
site in order to serve all four fields. Access to this parking lot would be 
from a proposed 24 foot wide access road connected to NYS Route 42. 
There is a northern 20-car parking lot also proposed but may not be built 
due to limited site distance at the exit onto NYS Route 42. 

2.10 	 STORMWATER: During and after construction, stormwater on the site 
would be controlled and managed to prevent a turbid discharge off the 
site. The design of the stormwater system would meet all the 
requirements of the NYS Stormwater SPDES General Permit for 
Construction Activities. 

2.11 	ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION COSTS: Construction details of the 
proposed Little League Complex include the following: soil excavation and 
fill, gravel surfaced access driveway, gravel surfaced parking lot, baseball 
backstops and fencing, concession building, sewage pumpstation and 
sewer forcemain, security lighting, signage, stormwater management 
(infiltration trenches, catchbasins and bioretention beds). Refer to 
Appendix B, Estimated Construction Costs, for the complete list of 
construction details. The total cost of these construction activities is 
estimated at $950,000. 
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3.0 	DATA REVIEWED: 

3.1 	 CULTURAL RESOURCES: New York State Office of Parks, Recreation 
and Historic Preservation (OPRHP) is the NYS agency with the primary 
responsibility for identifying, cataloguing, and protecting Historic and 
Archaeological sites (aka cultural resources). OPRHP was consulted 
about the conversion of the proposed site to ball fields. Based on their 
review, OPRHP concluded that the “project will have No Effect upon 
cultural resources in or eligible for inclusion in the National Registers of 
Historic Places.” Please refer Appendix B of this document for the letter 
from OPRHP dated May 3, 2013. 

3.2 	 NATURAL RESOURCES: The New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) is responsible for identifying, 
cataloguing and protecting streams, wetlands and endangered species. 
Wetland and Streams: NYSDEC operates an on-line search tool (the 
Environmental Resource Mapper) that identifies such resources on sites 
around New York State. The search results of the proposed project site 
concluded that there is a Class B(ts) stream located adjacent to site.  The 
“B” in this classification indicates that the highest and best use for this 
stream is fishing and possibly bathing.  The “ts” indicates that this stream 
has the potential to support trout spawning. Trout spawning streams are 
some of the highest quality streams in the State.  However, the proposed 
project would not disturb the bed or banks of this adjacent, but off-site 
stream. There are no wetlands located on the project site. 

3.3 	 ENDANGERED SPECIES: Bald Eagles: The NYSDEC’s online 
Environmental Resource Mapper search results also indicated that the 
proposed ball field site is at the edge of a 1+ mile circle surrounding the 
endangered Bald Eagle habitat. The NYSDEC requires an on-site review 
of each site within such a circle to determine whether a site contains bald 
eagles and/or their habitat.  Refer to Appendix A, Figure 7 for the search 
results from NYSDEC Environmental Resource Mapper. 

On September 11, 2013, a request was made to the NYS Department of 
Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) to start the on-site review of the 
proposed site. In a letter dated September 25, 3013, the NYSDEC 
responded that there were no bald eagles or bald eagle habitat on or 
adjacent to the site. Please refer to Appendix B of this document for a 
copy of that letter from NYSDEC. 

3.4 	 SITE PLANS: Attached are a set of plan sheets depicting the site 
preparation and site design of the proposed ball field site. The plan 
sheets are numbered 1 through 9.  Please note that Sheet #2 has been 
deleted because it was essentially a duplicate of Sheet 1.  These plans 
show the elevation changes needed to cut, fill and grade the site in 
preparation for the ball fields. The plans also show the construction of 
four ball fields, associated parking, fencing, driveways and several small 
buildings. 
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Appendix A 

Figures 

Figure 1 Site Location Map 

Figure 2 USGS Vicinity Map

 Figure 3 Town of Neversink Tax Map; Section 32 

Figure 4 USDA Soils Map 

Figure 5 National Wetlands Map 

Figure 6 FEMA Flood Map 

Figure 7 Search Results from NYSDEC Environmental Resource 
Mapper 

Figure 8 Search Results from OPRHP’s Historic Preservation 
Website 
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Appendix B
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x Full Environmental Assessment Form (dated July 31, 2013)
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Looking North at House on One-Acre Lot before Demolition 

Looking South at House on One-Acre Lot before Demolition 
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Garage on One-Acre Lot 

Shed on One-Acre Lot 
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Looking South Across the Site 

Looking North Across the Site 
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