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U.S. Department of Homeland Security- 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (DHS-FEMA) 

Leo W. O'Brien Federal Building 
11 A Clinton Avenue, Suite 742 

Albany, NY 12207 

April 21, 2014 

Ms. Cathy Crotty 
Natural Resources Conservation Society (NRCS) 
The Galleries of Syracuse 
441 S. Salina St. 
Syracuse, NY 13202-2450 
315-477-6505 
Cathy.Crotty@ny.usda.gov 

Re: 	 Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA), Neversink Baseball Fields; 
Town of Neversink, Sullivan County, NY 

Ms. Crotty: 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) proposes to provide Public Assistance 
(PA) Federal grant funding to the Town of Neversink (Sub-grantee) to rebuild four baseball 
fields at a new location on NYS Route 42 within the Town (41.835803, -74.540339). The 
original ball fields were damaged as a result of erosion caused by flooding during Hurricane 
Irene (FEMA-DR-4020-NY), and the Sub-grantee wishes to move them to an upland area. 
FEMA has determined that the proposed project requires an Environmental Assessment (EA) in 
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and 44 Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR) Part 10.8. The PA grant reference number is PA-02-NY-4020-PW-06871(0). 
Relevant documentation has been attached. 

The proposed project would relocate the ball fields to an area that has recently been used 
agriculturally. The Sub-grantee intends to build four ball fields, parking for 102 vehicles and 
4,136 square feet of buildings (pavilion with restrooms, storage and maintenance buildings). The 
Sub-grantee has acquired a 1-acre single-family residential lot and a 16-acre portion of a larger 
(90-acre) lot consisting of fields and woodland. The project area has moderate to steep 
topography, and, according to project documentation provided by the Sub-grantee’s consultant, 
the “maximum cut at center of site and maximum fill depth at northerly side of site are both 
approximately 14 to 15 feet.” The project would disturb approximately 14.5 acres of the site. 

According to the NRCS Web Soil Survey, the proposed AOI consists of several soil map units: 
Morris loam (MrC), Riverhead sandy loam (RhC), Tunkhannock gravelly loam/Tunkhannock 
and Otisville soils (TkC and ToF) and Wellsboro gravelly loam (WeB, WeC). All but the ToF 
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soils are categorized as Farmland of Statewide Importance. The project area is within Sullivan 
County Agricultural District 4. 

Map 
Unit 

Symbol Map Unit Name 
Acres in 

AOI** % of AOI 

MrC* Morris loam, 8% to 15% slopes 2.3 12.2% 

RhC* Riverhead sandy loam, 8% to 15% slopes 10.1 52.8% 

TkC* Tunkhannock gravelly loam, 8% to 15% slopes 1.7 43.3% 

ToF Tunkhannock and Otisville soils, very steep 2.2 11.7% 

WeB* Wellsboro gravelly loam, 3% to 8% slopes 2.2 11.7% 

WeC* Wellsboro gravelly loam, 8% to 15% slopes 0.3 1.6% 

Totals for Area of Interest 19.1** 100.0% 

* Farmland of Statewide Significance 

** Approximate   

Because soils identified as Farmland of Statewide Importance are found within the project area, 
FEMA is contacting the NRCS for additional guidance on whether to complete the Farmland 
Conversion Impact Rating form AD-1006. 

Please provide us with your comments on how best to continue. If you have additional questions 
regarding this project, please contact me at christine.piwonkabernstein@fema.dhs.gov or at 518-
396-3842. 

Thank you, 

Christine Piwonka-Bernstein 
Environmental Protection Specialist 

Attachments: 
Aerial Photo/Location Map (Provided by Sub-grantee’s consultant)
 
USGS Map (Provided by Sub-grantee’s consultant)
 
Site Plan (Provided by Sub-grantee’s consultant)
 
Map Excerpt from Soil Report (indicates maximum extent of proposed grading)
 
NRCS Farmland Conversion Impact Rating Information Form/Checklist
 

Neversink EA 
FPPA correspondence page 2

mailto:christine.piwonkabernstein@fema.dhs.gov


�������	
����������������� 
��������	
�������
���	 

���
��������	�
������
�������
�� 

��������
������
���� 

�����
� !
"
#$#% ����
�&'($$( ) 

������� 

������� 

���� 

Neversink EA 
FPPA correspondence page 3



	







 


������� ����������������� 
��������	
�������
���	 

���
��������	�
������
�������
�� 

�������� �����
 �� ! "����� 
��#�$��#%�& "�# 

�����
�'( ) '***+ ����
�*,-..-'/ 

�������� 

��� ���� 

���� 

Neversink EA 
FPPA correspondence page 4



Neversink EA 
FPPA correspondence page 5



������ 

���

�1 

��
��
��
� 

��
��

��
��
��
� 

�������
��

�1 

������ ������ ������ ������ ������ ������ 
������

��
��
��
� 

��

�
���

�1

��
��
��
�

��
�


�:

 

��
��
��
�

��
�


�:

 

������ ������ ������ ������ ������ ������ ������ 

0DS�6FDOH����������LI�SULQWHG�RQ�$�SRUWUDLW�������[������VKHHW� 
0HWHUV

1 � �� �� ��� ��� 
)HHW 

� ��� ��� ��� ���
0DS�SURMHFWLRQ��:HE�0HUFDWRU���&RUQHU�FRRUGLQDWHV��:*6�����(GJH�WLFV��870�=RQH���1�:*6�� 

� 

Neversink EA 
FPPA correspondence page 6

&XVWRP�6RLO�5HVRXUFH�5HSRUW
 
6RLO�0DS
 

�������
��
�

��
�


�:

�������
��

�1 

��
��
��
� 

��
��
��
� 

��
��
��
� 

��
��
��
� 

��
��
��
� 

��
��
��
� 

��
��
��
� 

��
��
��
� 

��
��
��
� 

��
��
��
� 

��
��
��
� 

��
��
��
� 

��
��
��
� 

��
��
��
� 

��
��
��
� 

��
��
�

��
�


�:



                                                                                                 
                                                                                                               

_________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 
 

  

        
  

        
  

       

       
  

       
  

       
  

    Phone    Mail  

       
  

       
  

        
  

        
  

        
  

       
  

 
 

 
    

 
 

   
   

United States Department of Agriculture   Syracuse, New York
	
Natural Resources Conservation Service March 2006
	

([KLELW���
 
�
 

15&6�)DUPODQG�&RQYHUVLRQ�,PSDFW�5DWLQJ���,QIRUPDWLRQ�)RUP��&KHFNOLVW�
 

Parties requesting a Farmland Conversion Impact Rating from NRCS must include the following information. Submission 
of the complete materials will avoid processing delays. 

$�«���3URMHFW�&RQWDFW�,QIRUPDWLRQ�� 
� 
Project Contact Name…………………… Donna Bolognino 

Project Contact Email Address………… donna.bolognino@fema.dhs.gov 

Project Contact Address………………… FEMA, Leo O'Brien Federal Building, 
11A Clinton Ave Suite 742, Albany, NY 12207…………………………………………….. 

518-396-3843Project Contact Telephone……………... 

Project Contact FAX…………………….. 

Preferred Method of  Contact:………......   Email 

%�«���3URMHFW�,QIRUPDWLRQ�� 

Project Name……………………………..  Neversink Ball Fields       

FEMARequesting Agency or Business Name..
	

Federal Agency Providing Funding …… FEMA
 

Soil Survey Name……………………….. Sullivan County 

Town and County Name……………....... Town of Neversink, Sullivan County
 

Date of Request………………………….. 4/21/2014 

Is there a location map supplied on a 
topographic, aerial photography base or 
soil map with the project extent 
outlined? (soil map preferred) 

Yes  No 

MORE SOILS HELP: The Web Soil Survey (http://soils.usda.gov/) provides a web based application for delineation of an 
area (project location) and display of soil lines on a photography base with an associated report that includes acreage 
totals. The Soil Data Mart (http://soildatamart.nrcs.usda.gov/) provides a listing of counties that are digitized and a 
download  of  GIS format files.  
  
What is the current  or planned zoning 
for the site?.............................................� Currently zoned RR3, allows 3-acre minimum residential lots.       
  
Corridor width (if applicable)……………  n/a       
  

1 of 2  
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United States Department of Agriculture   Syracuse, New York 
Natural Resources Conservation Service March 2006 

Parts I and III of the AD-1006 form need to be completed by the requesting party. Access to a digital form is located at the 
FPPA site: http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/fppa/. If access is not available answer the following questions. 

16.7 acres D. Total Acres to be Converted Directly? 
� 
E. Total Acres to be Converted 
Indirectly? 
(“Converted Indirectly” is defined as land 
that the specific project does not alter but 
creates a situation where the land can no 
longer be used for potential farming due 0.0to the project.) 
� 
F. Total Project Acres affected by FPPA 16.7 acres (Acres should total the sum of a and b.)? 

Any questions can be directed to Cathy Keenan: (315) 477-6525 or cathy.keenan@ny.usda.gov 

Please send completed materials to: 	 Cathy Keenan, NRCS State GIS Specialist
       Natural  Resources  Conservation  Service
       441  S.  Salina  Street,  Suite  354
       Syracuse,  NY  13202-2450  

2 of 2  
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From:	 Duncan, Kathryn - NRCS, Syracuse, NY 
To:	 Piwonka bernstein, Christine 
Cc:	 Bolognino, Donna 
Subject:	 RE: FPPA review, Neversink Ballfields, Town of Neversink, Sullivan County. DR-4020 PW#6871 
Date:	 Friday, April 25, 2014 11:57:01 AM 
Attachments:	 FPPA_Neversink_Baseball_Fields_Cover_letter.pdf 

Neversink_Baseball_Fields_AD1006_15pg.pdf 

Christine, 

Attached you will find the information needed to complete the Farmland Conversion Impact Rating 
for the Neversink Baseball Fields. The AD1006 has complete instructions on filling out the rest of the 
form. If the total points is less than 160 which I believe it will be then no further consideration for 
protection or additional sites need to be evaluated. 

If you have any questions on parts IV or V please feel free to contact me. 

Katie Duncan 
NRCS New York 
GeoTechnology Team 
441 S. Salina Street 
Syracuse, NY 13202 

From: Piwonka bernstein, Christine [mailto:christine.piwonkabernstein@fema.dhs.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, April 24, 2014 11:06 AM 
To: Crotty, Cathy - NRCS, Syracuse, NY 
Cc: Duncan, Kathryn - NRCS, Syracuse, NY; Bolognino, Donna 
Subject: FPPA review, Neversink Ballfields, Town of Neversink, Sullivan County. DR-4020 PW#6871 

Good Morning, 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) proposes to provide Public Assistance (PA) 
Federal grant funding to the Town of Neversink (Sub-grantee) to rebuild four baseball fields at a new 
location on NYS Route 42 within the Town (41.835803, -74.540339). The original ball fields were 
damaged as a result of erosion caused by flooding during Hurricane Irene (FEMA-DR-4020-NY), and 
the Sub-grantee wishes to move them to an upland area. FEMA has determined that the proposed 
project requires an Environmental Assessment (EA) in accordance with the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) and 44 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 10.8. The PA grant reference 
number is PA-02-NY-4020-PW-06871(0). Relevant documentation has been attached. 

Because soils identified as Farmland of Statewide Importance are found within the project area, 
FEMA is contacting the NRCS for additional guidance on whether to complete the Farmland 
Conversion Impact Rating form AD-1006. 

Neversink EA 
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Please provide us with your comments on how best to continue. If you have additional questions 
regarding this project, please contact me at christine.piwonkabernstein@fema.dhs.gov or at 518-
396-3842. 

Thank you very much, 
Christine Piwonka-Bernstein 
Environmental Specialist 

Desk:    518-396-3842 
Cell:     518-414-0146 
Email: Christine.piwonkabernstein@fema.dhs.gov 

Department of Homeland Security FEMA 
Leo O’Brien Federal Building 
11 A Clinton Avenue Suite 742 
Albany, NY 12207 

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the 
intended recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or 
disclosure of the information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator 
to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, 
please notify the sender and delete the email immediately. 

Neversink EA 
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Alternative Site Rating 
Site B Site C Site D 

0.0 0.0 0.0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

(See Instructions on reverse side) Form AD-1006 (10-83) 
This form was electronically produced by National Production Services Staff 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING 
PART I (To be completed by Federal Agency) Date Of Land Evaluation Request 4/24/14 

Name Of Project Federal Agency Involved Neversink Baseball Fields FEMA 
Proposed Land Use Recreational County And State Sullivan, NY 

PART II (To be completed by NRCS) Date Request Received By NRCS 4/24/14 

Does the site contain prime, unique, statewide or local important farmland? Yes      No Acres Irrigated Average Far
). ✔ 75 156 acres
n Amount Of Farmland As Defin

% 8 Acres: 249,546 
ystem Date Land Evaluation Returned

4/25/14 

m Size 
(If no, the FPPA does not apply -- do not complete additional parts of this form  
Major Crop(s) Farmable Land In Govt. Jurisdictio ed in FPPA 

hay, corn Acres: 50,443 % 40 
Name Of Land Evaluation System Used Name Of Local Site Assessment S  By NRCS 
Sullivan Co. LESA none 

PART III (To be completed by Federal Agency) 
Site A 

A. Total Acres To Be Converted Directly 16.7 
B. Total Acres To Be Converted Indirectly 2.1 
C. Total Acres In Site 18.8 

PART IV (To be completed by NRCS) Land Evaluation Information 

A. Total Acres Prime And Unique Farmland 2.2 
B. Total Acres Statewide And Local Important Farmland 14.4 
C. Percentage Of Farmland In County Or Local Govt. Unit To Be Converted 0.0 
D. Percentage Of Farmland In Govt. Jurisdiction With Same Or Higher Relative Value 35.2 

PART V (To be completed by NRCS) Land Evaluation Criterion 42  Relative Value Of Farmland To Be Converted (Scale of 0 to 100 Points) 

PART VI (To be completed by Federal Agency) Maximum 
Site Assessment Criteria (These criteria are explained in 7 CFR 658.5(b) Points 

1. Area In Nonurban Use 15 14 
2. Perimeter In Nonurban Use 10 6 
3. Percent Of Site Being Farmed 20 20 
4. Protection Provided By State And Local Government 20 20 
5. Distance From Urban Builtup Area 15 15 
6. Distance To Urban Support Services 15 0 
7. Size Of Present Farm Unit Compared To Average 10 0 
8. Creation Of Nonfarmable Farmland 10 10 
9. Availability Of Farm Support Services 5 0 

10. On-Farm Investments 20 0 
11. Effects Of Conversion On Farm Support Services 10 0 
12. Compatibility With Existing Agricultural Use 10 0 

TOTAL SITE ASSESSMENT POINTS 160 85 

PART VII (To be completed by Federal Agency) 

Relative Value Of Farmland (From Part V) 100 42 
Total Site Assessment (From Part VI above or a local 160 site assessment) 85 

TOTAL POINTS (Total of above 2 lines) 260 127 

Was A Local Site Assessment Used? 
Site Selected: Site A (Rt. 42) Date Of Selection 6/17/13 Yes No 

 

Reason For Selection: The Town of Neversink sought to find a property that was large enough to accommodate four baseball fields and that had 

slopes that were less than 20% to facilitate grading for the project. This site was identified via the selection process. The site was part of a 

larger property (88 acres) that was being acquired by New York City Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), and was subdivided from 

that property. The remainder of the DEP parcel will remain undeveloped (however agricultural uses would be allowed on the land), and DEP 

retains the right of first refusal if the Town of Neversink decides to sell the property in the future. 



 

 

  

 

  

   

STEPS IN THE PROCESSING THE FARMLAND A N D  CONVERSION IMPACT RATING FORM 

Step 1 - Federal agencies involved in proposed projects that may convert farmland, as defined in the Farmland Protection
Policy Act  (FPPA) to nonagricultural uses, will initially complete Parts I and III of the form. 

Step 2 - Originator will send copies A, B and C together with maps indicating locations of site(s), to the Natural Resources
 Conservation Service (NRCS) local field office and retain copy D for their files. (Note: NRCS has a field office in most counties 
in the U.S. The field office is usually located in the county seat. A list of field office locations are available from the NRCS 
State Conservationist in each state). 

Step 3 - NRCS will, within 45 calendar days after receipt of form, make a determination as to whether the site(s) of the pro-
posed project contains prime, unique, statewide or local important farmland. 

. Step ‘4 - In cases where farmland covered by the FPPA will be converted by the proposed project, NRCS field offices will com-
plete Parts II, IV and V of the form.

 Step 5 - NRCS will return copy A and B of the form to the Federal agency involved in the project. (Copy C will be retained for
NRCS records). 

Step 6 - The Federal agency involved in the proposed project will complete Parts VI and VII of the form. 

Step 7 - The Federal agency involved in the proposed project will  make a determination as to whether the proposed conver-
sion is consistent with the FPPA and the agency’s internal policies. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING FORM 

Part I:    In completing the "County And State" questions list all the local governments that are responsible
for local land controls where site(s) are to be evaluated. 

Part III: In completing item B (Total Acres To Be Converted Indirectly), include the following:

 1 .  Acres not being directly converted but that would no longer be capable of being farmed after theconver-
sion, because the conversion would restrict access to them. 

2. Acres planned to  receive services from an infrastructure project as indicated in the project justification
(e.g. highways, utilities) that will cause a direct conversion. 

Part VI: Do not complete Part VI if a local site assessment is used.


Assign the maximum points for each site assessment criterion as shown in § 658.5 (b) of CFR.  In cases  of 

corridor-type projects such as transportation, powerline and flood control, criteria #5 and #6 will not apply :


 and will, be weighed zero, however, criterion #8 will be weighed a maximum of 25 points, and criterion
 
#11 a  maximum of 25 points. 


Individual Federal agencies at the national level, may assign relative weights among the 12 site assessment

 criteria other than those shown in the FPPA rule. In all cases where other weights are assigned relative adjust-
ments must be made to maintain the maximum total weight points at l60.
 

In rating alternative sites, Federal agencies shall consider each of the criteria and assign points within the

 limits established in the FPPA rule.  Sites most suitable for protection under these criteria will receive the
 
highest total scores, and sites least suitable, the lowest scores.


 Part VII:  In computing the "Total Site Assessment Points" where a State or local site assessment is used 

and the total maximum number of points is other than 160, adjust the site assessment points to a base of160.
 
Example: if the Site Assessment maximum is 200 points, and alternative Site "A" is rated 180 points:

Total points assigned Site A = 180 x  160 =  144 points for Site “A.”
 
Maximum points possible 200 
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From: Duncan, Kathryn - NRCS, Syracuse, NY 
To: Piwonka bernstein, Christine 
Subject: RE: FPPA review, Neversink Ballfields, Town of Neversink, Sullivan County. DR-4020 PW#6871 
Date: Friday, May 02, 2014 2:08:24 PM 

Christine, 

Please forward your form to your contact at FEMA. We do not make the final determination but like 
I said in my previous correspondence ” If the total points is less than 160 there will be no further 
consideration for protection and additional sites need to be evaluated. “ 

Katie Duncan 
NRCS New York 
GeoTechnology Team 
441 S. Salina Street 
Syracuse, NY 13202 

From: Piwonka bernstein, Christine [mailto:christine.piwonkabernstein@fema.dhs.gov] 
Sent: Friday, May 02, 2014 9:13 AM 
To: Duncan, Kathryn - NRCS, Syracuse, NY 
Cc: Bolognino, Donna 
Subject: RE: FPPA review, Neversink Ballfields, Town of Neversink, Sullivan County. DR-4020 PW#6871 

Hello Katie, 

I’ve attached the completed AD-1006 form, as well as the previous consultation material I had 
provided last week. Once you’ve had the chance to review this material, please advise us of your 
determination. 

If need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Christine Piwonka-Bernstein 
Environmental Specialist 

Desk:    518-396-3842 
Cell:     518-414-0146 
Email: Christine.piwonkabernstein@fema.dhs.gov 

Department of Homeland Security FEMA 
Leo O’Brien Federal Building 
11 A Clinton Avenue Suite 742 
Albany, NY 12207 

From: Duncan, Kathryn - NRCS, Syracuse, NY [mailto:kathryn.duncan@ny.usda.gov] 
Sent: Friday, April 25, 2014 11:56 AM 

Neversink EA 
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To: Piwonka bernstein, Christine 
Cc: Bolognino, Donna 
Subject: RE: FPPA review, Neversink Ballfields, Town of Neversink, Sullivan County. DR-4020 PW#6871 

Christine, 

Attached you will find the information needed to complete the Farmland Conversion Impact Rating 
for the Neversink Baseball Fields. The AD1006 has complete instructions on filling out the rest of the 
form. If the total points is less than 160 which I believe it will be then no further consideration for 
protection or additional sites need to be evaluated. 

If you have any questions on parts IV or V please feel free to contact me. 

Katie Duncan 
NRCS New York 
GeoTechnology Team 
441 S. Salina Street 
Syracuse, NY 13202 

From: Piwonka bernstein, Christine [mailto:christine.piwonkabernstein@fema.dhs.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, April 24, 2014 11:06 AM 
To: Crotty, Cathy - NRCS, Syracuse, NY 
Cc: Duncan, Kathryn - NRCS, Syracuse, NY; Bolognino, Donna 
Subject: FPPA review, Neversink Ballfields, Town of Neversink, Sullivan County. DR-4020 PW#6871 

Good Morning, 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) proposes to provide Public Assistance (PA) 
Federal grant funding to the Town of Neversink (Sub-grantee) to rebuild four baseball fields at a new 
location on NYS Route 42 within the Town (41.835803, -74.540339). The original ball fields were 
damaged as a result of erosion caused by flooding during Hurricane Irene (FEMA-DR-4020-NY), and 
the Sub-grantee wishes to move them to an upland area. FEMA has determined that the proposed 
project requires an Environmental Assessment (EA) in accordance with the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) and 44 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 10.8. The PA grant reference 
number is PA-02-NY-4020-PW-06871(0). Relevant documentation has been attached. 

Because soils identified as Farmland of Statewide Importance are found within the project area, 
FEMA is contacting the NRCS for additional guidance on whether to complete the Farmland 
Conversion Impact Rating form AD-1006. 

Please provide us with your comments on how best to continue. If you have additional questions 
regarding this project, please contact me at christine.piwonkabernstein@fema.dhs.gov or at 518-

Neversink EA 
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396-3842. 

Thank you very much, 
Christine Piwonka-Bernstein 
Environmental Specialist 

Desk:    518-396-3842 
Cell:     518-414-0146 
Email: Christine.piwonkabernstein@fema.dhs.gov 

Department of Homeland Security FEMA 
Leo O’Brien Federal Building 
11 A Clinton Avenue Suite 742 
Albany, NY 12207 

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended 
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the 
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal 
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and 
delete the email immediately. 
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New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
Division of Environmental Permits, Region 3
21 South Putt Corners Road, New Paltz, New York 12561-1620
Phone: (845) 256-3054 FAX: (845) 255-4659
Website: www.dec.ny.gov

September 25,2013

Mike Merriman
Ecological Analysis
833 Route 211, Suite 4, Box 4
Middletown, New York 10941

Re: JURISDICTION DETERMINAnON - ENDANGERED AND THREATENED SPECIES
NEVERSINK BALLFIELDS PROJECT
TOWN OF NEVERSINK, SULLIVAN COUNTY

Dear Mr. Merriman:

Joe Martells
Commissioller

The Department ofEnvironmental Conservation (DEC) has reviewed your letter dated September 11,2013 regarding the
above noted.

As stated in previous correspondence, the project site is located within or n~ar New York State Natural Heritage Program
records of the state-listed Bald Eagle, Haliaeetus leucocephalus (Linnaeus, 1766). .

The Department has detennined that no "take" of the state-listed Bald Eagle is likely to occur during the proposed
activities. Therefore, the Department will not move to invoke Article 11, Title 5, Section 535 of the Environmental
Conservation Law, Threatened and Endangered Species. The Department recommends that any blasting be performed
between April! st - November 30th to avoid potential impact to this state-listed species.

This determination does not, however, relieve the applicant of any requirements under any other applicable laws which
may exist. You are advised to have the applicant contact ali appropriate Federal, State and/or local agencies for any approvals
that may be required.

Ifyou have any questions or comments in regard to this letter, or your responsibilities under the New York State
Environmental Conservation Law, please do not hesitate to contact this office.

Sincerely,

-§;~/iPhR Murray
Environmental Analyst
Division ofEnvironmental Pennits

cc: L. Masi, DEC R3



  

  

 

   

 

  

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                           
 

 
 

 

              

                                                                                                                     

 
 

  
   

  
 

  
 

To:  U.S. Fish and  Wildlife  Service, New York Field Office 

FAX:  (607) 753-9699      Email: sandra_doran@fws.gov MaryEllen_VanDonsel@fws.gov and Megan_Patch@fws.gov
 Request for review pursuant to Section 7(a)(2) of  the Endangered Species Act of  1973  

Declaration #: FEMA____4020 _-DR-NY      
Date:______4/23/2014______   Program ______________PA _____   Project/PW #  __PW______ #06871 ________________________   
Project name: _____Neversink_____ Ballfields_________ ___________________________________________________________ 
Applicant: __Town______ of Neversink_____ ____________________________________________________________________  
Location: ___________Rt 42, Town of Neversink_______________________________________________________________   

-74.540339County: ___________________          Sullivan       Latitude:___________41.835803    Longitude: ___________ 
Christine Piwonka-Bernstein FEMA Representative: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Email: ____________________________ Desk phone: ______________ Cell:____ ______________ christine.piwonkabernstein@dhs.fema.gov 518-396-3842 518-414-0146 

Project description: 
■ See attachment for additional information 

Threatened (T), Endangered (E), Proposed (P), or Candidate (C) species under USFWS jurisdiction with potential 
to occur in proposed project area:

 Bog turtle - T  Northern wild monkshood – T New England cottontail - C

Dwarf wedgemussel - E  Piping plover – T  Small whorled pogonia - E 

 Indiana bat – E Sandplain gerardia - E Northern long-eared bat – P 

 Karner blue butterfly - E Seabeach amaranth – T  Red knot - P 

FEMA has determined the proposed project: 
may affect 
may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect __________________________________________
 
is likely to adversely affect

 See attachment for the rationale for the above-listed determination(s) and project description.
 

Work is not expected to affect listed species noted above. Proposed work will convert fields that have been 
used for field crops for at least 50 years to recreational uses. Minimal tree clearing is anticipated, and site 
grading will not promote runoff into nearby streams. The affected area is not suitable habitat for bog turtles 
or northern wild monkshood, and construction plans and practices will protect species such as the Indiana 
bat, the northern long-eared bat and the dwarf wedgemussel. 

FEMA requests:
 USFWS review and/or concurrence with our Section 7 consultation determination

 Additional assistance to make our Section 7 consultation determination
 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service:
 concurs with your NLTAA determination(s), no requests additional information 
further ESA consultation/coordination required 

USFWS Contact:                                                                                             Date:                       

Supervisor Approval:     Date: 

If the Northern long-eared bat is listed, and if project activities are expected to continue afterwards, this concurrence will serve to satisfy 
consultation requirements pursuant to Section 7 of the ESA, provided that: (1) the project scope and activities remain unchanged; (2) any 
proposed conservation recommendations are implemented as conservation measures; and (3) there are no other changes (e.g., to the landscape, 
habitat, etc.) that may affect the newly-listed species and that have not already been analyzed in this consultation. Should project plans change, 
or if additional information on listed or proposed species or critical habitat becomes available, this determination may be reconsidered. The 
most recent compilation of federally-listed and proposed endangered and threatened species in New York is available for your information. 
Until the proposed project is complete, we recommend that you check our website every 90 days from the date of this letter to ensure that listed 
species presence/absence information for the proposed project is current. 

Neversink EA 
ESA correspondence page 1

mailto:christine.piwonkabernstein@dhs.fema.gov
mailto:Megan_Patch@fws.gov
mailto:MaryEllen_VanDonsel@fws.gov
mailto:sandra_doran@fws.gov


 

  

  
  

  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

  

   
  

PA-02-NY-4020- PW-06871(0) 
7 (a)(2) Informal Consultation 

4/23/2014 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Subgrantee: Town of Neversink 
PW/SGA: PA-02-NY-4020- PW-06871(0)  
Purpose: Town of Neversink Ballpark  
Location: NYS Rt. 42, Town of Neversink, NY (Sullivan County) 
Lat/Long: 41.835803, -74.540339 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) proposes to provide Public Assistance 
(PA) Federal grant funding to the Town of Neversink (Sub-grantee) to rebuild four baseball 
fields at a new location on NYS Route 42 within the Town (41.835803, -74.540339). The 
original ball fields were damaged as a result of erosion caused by flooding during Hurricane 
Irene (FEMA-DR-4020-NY), and the Sub-grantee wishes to move them to an upland area. 
FEMA has determined that the proposed project requires an Environmental Assessment (EA) in 
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and 44 Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR) Part 10.8. The PA grant reference number is PA-02-NY-4020-PW-06871(0). 
Relevant documentation has been attached. 

The proposed project would relocate the ball fields to a rural-residential area. Most of the site has 
been farmed since at least the 1960s, and there is a single-family home located on the site. The 
Sub-grantee intends to build four ball fields, parking for 102 vehicles and 4,136 square feet of 
buildings (pavilion with restrooms, storage and maintenance buildings). The Sub-grantee has 
acquired a 1-acre single-family residential lot and a 16-acre portion of a larger (90-acre) lot 
consisting of fields and woodland. The project area has moderate to steep topography, and, 
according to project documentation provided by the Sub-grantee’s consultant, the “maximum cut 
at center of site and maximum fill depth at northerly side of site are both approximately 14 to 15 
feet.” The project would disturb approximately 14.5 acres of the site, all of it presently consisting 
of open field. Minimal tree clearing is planned in preparation for construction; trees are only 
located on the former residential lot and along the southern property line. Of these, tree clearing 
will only take place on the former residential lot. 

Red Brook is located to the east of the project site, and it joins Chestnut Creek, which flows into the 
Rondout River, approximately ½ mile north of the project site. 

Attachments: 
Attachment 1 – Location Map/Aerial Photo (Provided by Sub-grantee’s consultant)
 
Attachment 2 – USGS Map (Provided by Sub-grantee’s consultant)
 
Attachment 3 – Proposed Site Plan (Provided by Sub-grantee’s consultant)
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Neversink EA 
ESA correspondence page 2
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Neversink EA 
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Neversink Ballfields SHPA 

Neversink Ballfields SHPA Map Page 1 of 1 

http://pwa.parks.ny.gov/nr/print/print_display.asp?title=Neversink+Ballfields+SHPA+Map&Submit=Generate+Print+Page 

Map 

Disclaimer: This map was prepared by the New York State Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation National Register Listing Internet Application. The 
June 19, 2013 information was compiled using the most current data available. It is deemed accurate, but is not guaranteed. 

6/19/2013 

http://pwa.parks.ny.gov/nr/print/print_display.asp?title=Neversink+Ballfields+SHPA+Map&Submit=Generate+Print+Page




 

  

            

 
   

 
 

 

 

                       

 

 
 

 

New  York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 
Historic Preservation  Field Services  Bureau 

Peebles Island Resource Center, PO Box 189, Waterford, NY 12188-0189 

FEMA PROJECT REVIEW COVER FORM 
plete this form  and attach it to the top of any  and all information submitted to this  officPlease com e for review.  

Accurate and complete forms will assist this office in the timely processing and response to your request. 

PROJECT NUMBER 13PR00070 (only if a project was previously submitted) 

This is a new project  (If checked, complete ALL the following) 

Project Name: Neversink Ball Fields Replacement Project 

Location:     7752 State Route 42 

City/Town/Village: Town of Neversink 

County: Sullivan County 

TYPE OF REVIEW REQUIRED/REQUESTED 
This Project at a minimum is using federal funds (FEMA) AND state funds (New York State Emergency Management Office) 

FEMA CONTACT FOR PROJECT 

Name: Shauna J. Haas 
E-Mail address: shauna.haas1@fema.dhs.gov 

Send Correspondence to: 
Ms. Donna Bolognino 
EHP Recovery Coordinator 
FEMA Region II 
Leo O’Brien Federal Building 
11A Clinton Square, Suite 742 
Albany, NY 12206-5421 

Title: Historic Preservation Specialist 
Phone:  518-396-3842 Fax: ___ 

Copy Furnish to: 
Mr. Rick Lord 
Chief of Mitigation Programs 
Agency Preservation Officer 
NYS Division of Homeland Security / Emergency Services 
1220 Washington Avenue, Building 22 
Albany, New York 12226-2251 

URGENCY OF REVIEW:   Immediate (3 days)  Expedited  (14 days) Regular  (30 days) 

Comments:  Per Grantee and subgrantee request,  we are asking for expedited review as this project 
involves  an Environmental Assessment and the subgrantee is trying to go to construction this summer. 

FEMA Disaster Number: DR-4020 
PW # (if assigned): 06871 

SIGNATURE:______________________________  DATE _May 5, 2014_______ 
Shauna J. Haas 
(for) Megan Jadrosich 
Regional Environmental Officer 

mailto:shauna.haas1@fema.dhs.gov


4020-DR-NY
 

PW 06871 
Neversink Ball Fields Replacement Project 

Location and Town of Neversink: GPS 41.835803, -75.540339 
Resource: 

Cause of  During the incident period between August 26 and September 5, 2011, the Chestnut 
Failure: Creek flooded, destroying the Little League Complex on NYS Route 55A in Neversink. 

Description of  All but one of the baseball fields  was destroyed beyond repair from the flooding. 
Damage: Damage included the loss of fences, dugouts,  and scorekeeper booths. The original 

location of the ball fields  was on property  located on NYS Route 55A that was leased 
by the Town of Neversink from the New  York City Department of Environmental 
Protection since the 1980s. 

Undertaking: The Subgrantee proposes to construct a new Little League Complex on a new site to 
replace the destroyed ball fields (Figure 1). The proposed site is a 16.7-acre property  
on the east side of NYS Route 42, which contained an early twentieth-century  dwelling 
and garage as  well as a modern storage building, surrounded by former  farmland 
(Figures 2-6). The dwelling was demolished in August 2013 and the modern storage 
building was removed from  the site by the previous  owner. The garage will be reused 
for storage for the Little League Complex. Improvements to the property  include four  
new Little League baseball fields  with associated parking for 102 cars, concessions  
with bathrooms, and maintenance and storage buildings. Four- to five-foot fencing is  
proposed around each of the four fields and lighting is  proposed for the pavilion and 
parking lots. Night games  would not be played at this  proposed location. 

APE: The Area of Potential Effect for the project includes the entire 16.7-acre property  
proposed for development. Previous SHPO consultation was conducted on the entire 
property for effects to archeological resources; however, the buildings  on site were not 
considered at that time. 

Archeology: While the area is not mapped as being archeologically sensitive, the Subgrantee 
previously consulted with SHPO regarding the potential for belowground resources on 
this property. Although the area had the potential for archeological resources due to its  
siting on a plateau over the confluence of two rivers, the land was used as a soil 
borrow site in the mid-twentieth century and was therefore previously disturbed. SHPO  
concluded in a letter dated May  3, 2013 that the project would result in No Effects to 
historic properties. 

Standing There are no properties  located within the APE that are listed in or previously  
Structures: determined eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. The project 

involves  the demolition of  an early-twentieth-century  dwelling, which was  completed in 
August 2013. The dwelling was a one and one-half story frame building that had been 
significantly altered over time through modern additions and alterations to the design 
and materials. The dwelling was not of a notable style or method of construction and 
lacked integrity of design,  materials, and  workmanship. While the frame garage with 
gable roof retains  integrity  of design, materials, and workmanship, it is  not individually  
significant and has lost  integrity  of association; therefore, neither  building is  eligible for  
listing in the National Register. 

Findings: As there are no eligible or listed historic resources  within the APE, the project will have 
No Effects on historic properties. 

Prepared by: Shauna J.  Haas, FEMA Historic Preservation Specialist. 
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Garage 

Project Location 

4020-DR-NY
 

Figure 1 – USGS map. Source: Google Earth – USGS Quadrangles. 

Figure 2 – Aerial photograph of property. Photo Source: Google Maps. 
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Figure 3 –Northeast view of dwelling (right) and garage (left). Source: Ecological Analysis, LLC. 

Figure 4 – Southwest view of dwelling. Source: Ecological Analysis, LLC. 
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Figure 5 – Garage. Source: Ecological Analysis, LLC. 

Figure 6 – Storage Building. Source: Ecological Analysis, LLC. 
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Figure 7 – State and National Register listed properties and Areas of Archeological Sensitivity. Source: NYSOPRHP 
website, accessed 09/13/2013. 
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Andrew M. Cuomo 
Governor 

Rose Harvey 
Commissioner 

Division for Historic Preservation 
P.O. Box 189, Waterford, New York 12188-0189 
518-237-8643 Fax: 518-233-9049 

May 6, 2014 

Donna Bolognino, FEMA 
Leo O’Brien Building 
11A Clinton Ave STE 742 
Albany, New York 12207 
(Via Email) 

Re: FEMA, DHSES 
Neversink Ball Fields Replacement Project/ 
4020-DR-NY 
7752 State Route 42/ NEVERSINK, Sullivan County 
13PR00070 

Dear Ms. Bolognino: 

Thank you for requesting the comments of the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). We have 
reviewed the project in accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966. 
These comments are those of the SHPO and relate only to Historic/Cultural resources. They do not 
include potential environmental impacts to New York State Parkland that may be involved in or near your 
project. Such impacts must be considered as part of the environmental review of the project pursuant to 
the National Environmental Policy Act and/or the State Environmental Quality Review Act (New York 
Environmental Conservation Law Article 8). 

Based on this review, the SHPO concurs with your agency’s determination that there will be 
No Historic Properties Affected by the proposed undertaking. 

If further correspondence is required regarding this project, please be sure to refer to the SHPO Project 
Review (PR) number noted above. If I can be of further assistance, do not hesitate to contact me at (518) 
237-8643, ex 3291. 

Sincerely, 

Larry K Moss 
Historic Preservation Technical Specialist 

CC: Rick Lord, DHSES (via E-Mail) 

An Equal Opportunity Employer/Affirmative Action Agency www.nysparks.com 

http:www.nysparks.com


 

                               
   
     
   
  

 
 
 
 

                  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

  
  

  
   
  
 

 
  

    
    

  
 

  
     

   
   

 
  

 
    

  

    
    

 
  

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
FEMA Region II 
26 Federal Plaza, 13th Floor 
New York, NY 10278-0002 

April 22, 2014 

Tribal President 
Delaware Nation 
P.O. Box 825 
Andarko, OK  73005 
nhorn@delawarenation.com –Electronic transmission only 

Re: Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Section 106 Consultation 
Town of Neversink 
Neversink Ball Fields Replacement Project 
Town of Neversink, Sullivan County, NY 12740 
FEMA-4020-DR-NY, Project # PA-02-NY-4020-06871(0) 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) proposes to provide grant funding to the 
Town of Neversink (Subgrantee) for the construction of a new Little League Complex on 16.7 
acres located on the east side of NYS Route 42 in the Town of Neversink, Sullivan County, New 
York. This project would require ground disturbance in an area that is potentially 
archaeologically sensitive. In accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation 
Act of 1966, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470f), and its implementing regulation, 36 Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR) Part 800, and as authorized by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security – 
FEMA, we are initiating consultation with your Tribe, the Delaware Nation, as well as 
representatives of the Delaware Tribe of Indians, Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe, and the 
Stockbridge-Munsee Community Band of Mohicans, regarding the proposed construction of the 
new ball fields for the Town of Neversink. 

The original Little League Complex, located along Chestnut Creek on NYS Route 55A in the 
Town of Neversink, NY, was destroyed as a result of the creek flooding during Hurricane Irene, 
which impacted the Town of Neversink during the incident period of August 26, 2011 through 
September 5, 2011. Chestnut Creek has a history of flooding and the ball fields were also 
destroyed by a similar flood event in 2002. Given this history of repetitive damages, the 
Subgrantee proposes to relocate the Little League Complex outside of the floodplain to avoid 
future flood-related damages to the property (Figures 1 and 2). 

mailto:nhorn@delawarenation.com


 

                               
   
     
   
  

 
 
 
 

                  
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

  
  

  
   
  
 

 
 

  
    

    
  

 
  

     
   

   
 

  
 

    
  

    
    

 
  

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
FEMA Region II 
26 Federal Plaza, 13th Floor 
New York, NY 10278-0002 

April 22, 2014 

Tamara Francis-Fourkiller 
Cultural Preservation Director 
Delaware Nation 
P.O. Box 825 
Andarko, OK  73005 
tfrancis@delawarenation.com –Electronic transmission only 

Re: Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Section 106 Consultation 
Town of Neversink 
Neversink Ball Fields Replacement Project 
Town of Neversink, Sullivan County, NY 12740 
FEMA-4020-DR-NY, Project # PA-02-NY-4020-06871(0) 

Dear Ms. Francis-Fourkiller, 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) proposes to provide grant funding to the 
Town of Neversink (Subgrantee) for the construction of a new Little League Complex on 16.7 
acres located on the east side of NYS Route 42 in the Town of Neversink, Sullivan County, New 
York. This project would require ground disturbance in an area that is potentially 
archaeologically sensitive. In accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation 
Act of 1966, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470f), and its implementing regulation, 36 Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR) Part 800, and as authorized by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security – 
FEMA, we are initiating consultation with your Tribe, the Delaware Nation, as well as 
representatives of the Delaware Tribe of Indians, Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe, and the 
Stockbridge-Munsee Community Band of Mohicans, regarding the proposed construction of the 
new ball fields for the Town of Neversink. 

The original Little League Complex, located along Chestnut Creek on NYS Route 55A in the 
Town of Neversink, NY, was destroyed as a result of the creek flooding during Hurricane Irene, 
which impacted the Town of Neversink during the incident period of August 26, 2011 through 
September 5, 2011. Chestnut Creek has a history of flooding and the ball fields were also 
destroyed by a similar flood event in 2002. Given this history of repetitive damages, the 
Subgrantee proposes to relocate the Little League Complex outside of the floodplain to avoid 
future flood-related damages to the property (Figures 1 and 2). 

mailto:tfrancis@delawarenation.com


 

                               
   
     
   
  

 
 
 
 

                  
 
 

 
  

 
 

 
  

  
  

  
   
  
 

  
 

  
    

    
  

 
  

     
   

       
 

 
    

  

    
    

  
  

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
FEMA Region II 
26 Federal Plaza, 13th Floor 
New York, NY 10278-0002 

April 22, 2014 

Wallace Miller, President 
Stockbridge-Munsee Community Band of Mohicans 
N8476 Moh He Con Nuck Road 
Bowler, WI  54416 
Wally.Miller@mohican-nsn.gov –Electronic transmission only 

Re: Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Section 106 Consultation 
Town of Neversink 
Neversink Ball Fields Replacement Project 
Town of Neversink, Sullivan County, NY 12740 
FEMA-4020-DR-NY, Project # PA-02-NY-4020-06871(0) 

Dear Mr. Miller, 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) proposes to provide grant funding to the 
Town of Neversink (Subgrantee) for the construction of a new Little League Complex on 16.7 
acres located on the east side of NYS Route 42 in the Town of Neversink, Sullivan County, New 
York. This project would require ground disturbance in an area that is potentially 
archaeologically sensitive. In accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation 
Act of 1966, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470f), and its implementing regulation, 36 Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR) Part 800, and as authorized by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security – 
FEMA, we are initiating consultation with your Tribe, the Stockbridge-Munsee Community 
Band of Mohicans, as well as representatives of the Delaware Tribe of Indians, the Delaware 
Nation, and the Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe, regarding the proposed construction of the new ball 
fields for the Town of Neversink. 

The original Little League Complex, located along Chestnut Creek on NYS Route 55A in the 
Town of Neversink, NY, was destroyed as a result of the creek flooding during Hurricane Irene, 
which impacted the Town of Neversink during the incident period of August 26, 2011 through 
September 5, 2011. Chestnut Creek has a history of flooding and the ball fields were also 
destroyed by a similar flood event in 2002. Given this history of repetitive damages, the 
Subgrantee proposes to relocate the Little League Complex outside of the floodplain to avoid 
future flood-related damages to the property (Figures 1 and 2). 

mailto:Wally.Miller@mohican-nsn.gov


 

                               
   
     
   
  

 
 
 
 

                  
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
  
  

  
   
  
 

  
 

  
    

    
  

 
  

     
   

 
  

 
 

    
  

    
    

 
  

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
FEMA Region II 
26 Federal Plaza, 13th Floor 
New York, NY 10278-0002 

April 22, 2014 

Dr. Brice Obermeyer, 
Delaware Tribe Historic Preservation Office, THPO 
Roosevelt Hall, Room 212 
1200 Commercial St 
Emporia, KS  66801 
bobermeyer@delawaretribe.org –Electronic transmission only 

Re: Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Section 106 Consultation 
Town of Neversink 
Neversink Ball Fields Replacement Project 
Town of Neversink, Sullivan County, NY 12740 
FEMA-4020-DR-NY, Project # PA-02-NY-4020-06871(0) 

Dear Dr. Obermeyer, 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) proposes to provide grant funding to the 
Town of Neversink (Subgrantee) for the construction of a new Little League Complex on 16.7 
acres located on the east side of NYS Route 42 in the Town of Neversink, Sullivan County, New 
York. This project would require ground disturbance in an area that is potentially 
archaeologically sensitive. In accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation 
Act of 1966, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470f), and its implementing regulation, 36 Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR) Part 800, and as authorized by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security – 
FEMA, we are initiating consultation with your Tribe, the Delaware Tribe of Indians, as well as 
representatives of the Delaware Nation, Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe, and the Stockbridge-Munsee 
Community Band of Mohicans, regarding the proposed construction of the new ball fields for the 
Town of Neversink. 

The original Little League Complex, located along Chestnut Creek on NYS Route 55A in the 
Town of Neversink, NY, was destroyed as a result of the creek flooding during Hurricane Irene, 
which impacted the Town of Neversink during the incident period of August 26, 2011 through 
September 5, 2011. Chestnut Creek has a history of flooding and the ball fields were also 
destroyed by a similar flood event in 2002. Given this history of repetitive damages, the 
Subgrantee proposes to relocate the Little League Complex outside of the floodplain to avoid 
future flood-related damages to the property (Figures 1 and 2). 

mailto:bobermeyer@delawaretribe.org


 

                               
   
     
   
  

 
 
 
 

                  
 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
  

  
  

  
   
  
 

  
 

  
    

    
  

 
  

     
   

 
  

 
 

    
  

    
    

 
  

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
FEMA Region II 
26 Federal Plaza, 13th Floor 
New York, NY 10278-0002 

April 22, 2014 

Paula Pechonick, Chief 
Delaware Tribe of Indians 
Delaware Tribal Headquarters 
170 N.E. Barbara 
Bartlesville, OK  74006 
ppechonick@delawaretribe.org –Electronic transmission only 

Re: Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Section 106 Consultation 
Town of Neversink 
Neversink Ball Fields Replacement Project 
Town of Neversink, Sullivan County, NY 12740 
FEMA-4020-DR-NY, Project # PA-02-NY-4020-06871(0) 

Dear Chief Pechonick, 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) proposes to provide grant funding to the 
Town of Neversink (Subgrantee) for the construction of a new Little League Complex on 16.7 
acres located on the east side of NYS Route 42 in the Town of Neversink, Sullivan County, New 
York. This project would require ground disturbance in an area that is potentially 
archaeologically sensitive. In accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation 
Act of 1966, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470f), and its implementing regulation, 36 Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR) Part 800, and as authorized by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security – 
FEMA, we are initiating consultation with your Tribe, the Delaware Tribe of Indians, as well as 
representatives of the Delaware Nation, Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe, and the Stockbridge-Munsee 
Community Band of Mohicans, regarding the proposed construction of the new ball fields for the 
Town of Neversink. 

The original Little League Complex, located along Chestnut Creek on NYS Route 55A in the 
Town of Neversink, NY, was destroyed as a result of the creek flooding during Hurricane Irene, 
which impacted the Town of Neversink during the incident period of August 26, 2011 through 
September 5, 2011. Chestnut Creek has a history of flooding and the ball fields were also 
destroyed by a similar flood event in 2002. Given this history of repetitive damages, the 
Subgrantee proposes to relocate the Little League Complex outside of the floodplain to avoid 
future flood-related damages to the property (Figures 1 and 2). 

mailto:ppechonick@delawaretribe.org


 

                               
   
     
   
  

 
 
 
 

                  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

  
  

  
   
  
 

 
 

  
    

    
  

 
  

     
  

  
  

 
    

  

    
    

  
  

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
FEMA Region II 
26 Federal Plaza, 13th Floor 
New York, NY 10278-0002 

April 22, 2014 

Arnold Printup 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe 
412 State Route 37 
Akwesasne, NY  13655 
Arnold.printup@srmt-nsn.gov –Electronic transmission only 

Re: Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Section 106 Consultation 
Town of Neversink 
Neversink Ball Fields Replacement Project 
Town of Neversink, Sullivan County, NY 12740 
FEMA-4020-DR-NY, Project # PA-02-NY-4020-06871(0) 

Dear Mr. Printup, 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) proposes to provide grant funding to the 
Town of Neversink (Subgrantee) for the construction of a new Little League Complex on 16.7 
acres located on the east side of NYS Route 42 in the Town of Neversink, Sullivan County, New 
York. This project would require ground disturbance in an area that is potentially 
archaeologically sensitive. In accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation 
Act of 1966, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470f), and its implementing regulation, 36 Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR) Part 800, and as authorized by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security – 
FEMA, we are initiating consultation with your Tribe, the Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe, as well as 
representatives of the Delaware Nation, the Delaware Tribe of Indians, and the Stockbridge-
Munsee Community Band of Mohicans, regarding the proposed construction of the new ball 
fields for the Town of Neversink. 

The original Little League Complex, located along Chestnut Creek on NYS Route 55A in the 
Town of Neversink, NY, was destroyed as a result of the creek flooding during Hurricane Irene, 
which impacted the Town of Neversink during the incident period of August 26, 2011 through 
September 5, 2011. Chestnut Creek has a history of flooding and the ball fields were also 
destroyed by a similar flood event in 2002. Given this history of repetitive damages, the 
Subgrantee proposes to relocate the Little League Complex outside of the floodplain to avoid 
future flood-related damages to the property (Figures 1 and 2). 

mailto:Arnold.printup@srmt-nsn.gov


 

                               
   
     
   
  

 
 
 
 

                  
 
 

 
 

 

 
  

  
  

  
   
  
 

 
 

  
    

    
  

 
  

     
  

   
  

 
 

    
  

    
    

 
  

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
FEMA Region II 
26 Federal Plaza, 13th Floor 
New York, NY 10278-0002 

April 22, 2014 

Tribal Council 
Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe 
412 State Route 37 
Akwesasne, NY  13655 
abero@srmt-nsn.gov –Electronic transmission only 

Re: Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Section 106 Consultation 
Town of Neversink 
Neversink Ball Fields Replacement Project 
Town of Neversink, Sullivan County, NY 12740 
FEMA-4020-DR-NY, Project # PA-02-NY-4020-06871(0) 

Dear Chiefs, 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) proposes to provide grant funding to the 
Town of Neversink (Subgrantee) for the construction of a new Little League Complex on 16.7 
acres located on the east side of NYS Route 42 in the Town of Neversink, Sullivan County, New 
York. This project would require ground disturbance in an area that is potentially 
archaeologically sensitive. In accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation 
Act of 1966, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470f), and its implementing regulation, 36 Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR) Part 800, and as authorized by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security – 
FEMA, we are initiating consultation with your Tribe, the Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe, as well as 
representatives of the Delaware Nation, Delaware Tribe of Indians, and the Stockbridge-Munsee 
Community Band of Mohicans, regarding the proposed construction of the new ball fields for the 
Town of Neversink. 

The original Little League Complex, located along Chestnut Creek on NYS Route 55A in the 
Town of Neversink, NY, was destroyed as a result of the creek flooding during Hurricane Irene, 
which impacted the Town of Neversink during the incident period of August 26, 2011 through 
September 5, 2011. Chestnut Creek has a history of flooding and the ball fields were also 
destroyed by a similar flood event in 2002. Given this history of repetitive damages, the 
Subgrantee proposes to relocate the Little League Complex outside of the floodplain to avoid 
future flood-related damages to the property (Figures 1 and 2). 

mailto:abero@srmt-nsn.gov


 

                               
   
     
   
  

 
 
 
 

                  
 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
  

  
  

  
   
  
 

  
 

  
    

    
  

 
  

     
   

       
 

 
    

  

    
    

  
  

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
FEMA Region II 
26 Federal Plaza, 13th Floor 
New York, NY 10278-0002 

April 22, 2014 

Sherry White 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
Stockbridge-Munsee Community Band of Mohicans 
W13447 Camp 14 Road 
Bowler, WI  54416 
Sherry.White@mohican-nsn.gov –Electronic transmission only 

Re: Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Section 106 Consultation 
Town of Neversink 
Neversink Ball Fields Replacement Project 
Town of Neversink, Sullivan County, NY 12740 
FEMA-4020-DR-NY, Project # PA-02-NY-4020-06871(0) 

Dear Ms. White, 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) proposes to provide grant funding to the 
Town of Neversink (Subgrantee) for the construction of a new Little League Complex on 16.7 
acres located on the east side of NYS Route 42 in the Town of Neversink, Sullivan County, New 
York. This project would require ground disturbance in an area that is potentially 
archaeologically sensitive. In accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation 
Act of 1966, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470f), and its implementing regulation, 36 Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR) Part 800, and as authorized by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security – 
FEMA, we are initiating consultation with your Tribe, the Stockbridge-Munsee Community 
Band of Mohicans, as well as representatives of the Delaware Tribe of Indians, the Delaware 
Nation, and the Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe, regarding the proposed construction of the new ball 
fields for the Town of Neversink. 

The original Little League Complex, located along Chestnut Creek on NYS Route 55A in the 
Town of Neversink, NY, was destroyed as a result of the creek flooding during Hurricane Irene, 
which impacted the Town of Neversink during the incident period of August 26, 2011 through 
September 5, 2011. Chestnut Creek has a history of flooding and the ball fields were also 
destroyed by a similar flood event in 2002. Given this history of repetitive damages, the 
Subgrantee proposes to relocate the Little League Complex outside of the floodplain to avoid 
future flood-related damages to the property (Figures 1 and 2). 

mailto:Sherry.White@mohican-nsn.gov
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Area of Potential Effects: 

The Area of Potential Effects (APE) encompasses the entire 16.7-acre property proposed as the
 
site of the new Little League Complex on the east side of NYS Route 42 (GPS Coordinates:
 
41.835803, -75.540339).
 

Description of Undertaking: 
The Subgrantee proposes to construct four new Little League baseball fields with associated 
parking, concessions with bathrooms, and maintenance and storage buildings. The proposed 
buildings on site total 4,136 square feet and include a 28’x74’ picnic pavilion with bathrooms, a 
24’x36’ maintenance garage, a 20’x20’ storage building, and a 20’x40’ barn. Most of the site 
(14.3 acres) will be graded during construction activities. Footings and foundations for the 
pavilion, maintenance building, and storage building are anticipated to require excavation no 
deeper than three to four feet. Maximum cut at the center of the site would be approximately 14
15 feet. 

While there are no known historic or prehistoric sites nearby, the property is a relatively large 
and flat area located on a ridge near the confluence of Red Brook and Big Hollow Creek, which 
makes it sensitive to prehistoric archaeological remains. The property has historically been used 
for agricultural purposes and was subjected to extensive disturbances in the mid-twentieth 
century when it was used as a borrow site for soils; therefore, there is low probability that any 
archaeological resources remain extant. The Subgrantee consulted directly with the New York 
State Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation- Historic Preservation Field Services 
Bureau (SHPO), providing a site plan, information regarding the previous disturbance of the 
property, and a limited survey of the project area. In a letter dated May 3, 2013, SHPO 
determined that the project will have No Effect on cultural resources listed in or eligible for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places (13PR00070). Enclosed are copies of the 
correspondence. 

If you are aware of any significant prehistoric/historic archaeological resources that may be 
affected by this project, or have any information regarding the project area, please respond 
within 30 days or sooner of date of this letter. Please also indicate in your correspondence if 
there are other sources of information that should be checked, and if there are other parties, 
tribes, or members of the public you believe should be included in the consultation process. 
Please respond in writing or email to us (to either email addresses listed below). FEMA’s Region 
II mailing address is: 

Dr. Kelly M. Britt 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security/FEMA
 
26 Federal Plaza, 13th Floor
 
New York, NY 10278-0002 


It is requested that the enclosed information be regarded as secure information and not be 
released to any external parties without prior consultation with FEMA. We look forward to your 
comments within 30 days of date of this letter. If you have any questions please contact me at 

http://www.fema.gov/


http://www.fema.gov/
mailto:Kelly.Britt@fema.dhs.gov
mailto:Donna.Bolognino@fema.dhs.gov


 

    Figure 1: Aerial view of property showing APE. 



 

  Figure 2: Proposed site plan. 
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