

I’m Frank Mitchell. I’m the superintendent of Vilonia School District. I’m in the safe room at the High School of Vilonia High School. We have an antenna in here, and when the siren goes off, it opens the doors. It’ll automatically open when the sirens go off.

[bookmark: _GoBack]This shelter … the total cost was about $2.1 million. You know … I really appreciate FEMA. I appreciate everybody that worked with us on this. And I hope that before long we’ll have enough safe areas for all of our students. And it also is very valuable because it serves the district as a PE facility as well. 
This just is a great opportunity. And we’ve got to find a better way to let everyone in the community know about this because we can send things home with the students, and that gets to a lot of our families for a lot of older people and people who don’t have kids in school. We want to do the best that we can to notify every one of the availability.
I’ve had so many comments out in the community saying, “if we hadn’t had the shelters that there’d been a lot more lives lost.”

[What would have happened if some of the students were in the new Intermediate School that was being built?]

I’m sad to say, but I’d say a very large percentage of them would have lost their lives because if you look at that … . I mean it twisted big metal beams. There were two big steel building containers on top of the building. I can’t verify this, but I was told that one of them weighed 58,000 lbs. So there’s no doubt that a lot of kids would have lost their lives. And I think it’s made everybody aware that we’ve got to find a way to have enough shelters for all of our kids. And that’s going to be our goal to work toward that.
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